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SCOTTISH GARDEN SCHEME
Open Day - Sunday 18 June

Doreen and Alec Blackadder’s garden will be open again this year 
on Sunday, 18 June, from 1-5pm in “Glenlivet”, Tongland Road, 
Kirkcudbright.  As well as wonderful planting and a view out onto 
the Dee and the hills beyond to enjoy, Doreen and Alec have in-
stalled a new water feature in the wildlife pond. 

After you’ve drunk in the scents, the view and the flowers, you can 
enjoy tea!
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R E A D I N G S
From the Rector 

Pentecost. The Third Man.

I adore old black and white films. They probably 
represent a comfort zone to people of a certain 
age; like me! One of my favourites is The Third 
Man, set in Vienna. Despite the ravages of the 
Second World War, this captivating city of chocolate-box houses, 
fairgrounds, and colourful characters, still maintained an aura of sus-
pense with its darkened alleyways and shady deals. 

Not until half-way through the movie does the main character appear 
and reveal himself as the mysterious “Third Man” of the title. And 
what an entrance! In the sudden shaft of lamplight, with a burst of 
haunting Austrian zither music, Harry Lime (played by Orson Wells) 
appears as villain of the piece. His slow enigmatic smile and tilt of his 
trilby hat tells all without saying a word. 

Even for many Christians, the Third Person of the Holy Trinity remains 
a mystery. It is even a mystery that Pentecost is wrongly considered a 
lesser season than Christmas or Easter. Our Eastern Orthodox fellow 
Christians celebrate Pentecost (or Whitsun-tide) with much more 
enthusiasm. 

He (or She - the Greek origin of Paraclete is more correctly translated 
in the feminine) is the unseen Presence of God Who is counsellor, 
advocate and comforter. S/he came upon the early Christians in the 
Acts of the Apostles suddenly as a rushing, mighty, cleansing wind, 
enlightening and empowering the weak, frightened and confused 
early followers of Jesus. Not only did they feel liberated and strength-
ened to carry out the mission our Lord had left them to do; they were 
no longer afraid to do it. Just as importantly, Pentecost is the 
birth-day of the Church. 

4th June 2017
  (A/R Acts 2:1-21)
  Numbers 11:24-30
  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
  John 20:19-23 or
    John 7:37-39

11th June 2017
  Genesis 1:1-2:4a or
    Isaiah 40:12-17.27-31
  2Corinthians 13:11-13
  Matthew 28:16-20

18th June 2017
  Exodus 19:2-8a
  Romans 5:1-8
  Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23)

25th June 2017
  Jeremiah 20:7-13
  Romans 6:1b-11
  Matthew 10:24-39

2nd July 2017
  Jeremiah 28:5-9
  Romans 6:12-23
  Matthew 10:40-42

9th July 2017
  Zechariah 9:9-12
  Romans 7:15-25a
  Matthew 11:16-19. 25-30
  
 16th July 2017
  Isaiah 55:10-13 
  Romans 8:1-11
  Mathew 13:1-9.18-23

  23rd July 2017
 Wisdom of Solomon 
12:13.16-19 or
  Isaiah 44:6-8
  Romans 8:12-25
  Matthew 13:24-30. 36-43

30th July 2017
  1 Kings 3:5-12
  Romans 8:26-39
  Matthew 13:31. 44-52

“Pray at all times; use words, if necessary.”

 Attributed to St Francis
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Both Ascension and Pentecost lift us from disbelief and doubt to 
faith and triumph. 

Now let’s get on with whatever God has called us to do. As the Swiss 
theologian Emil Brunner famously said the church exists by mission 
as a fire by burning. 

Traditionally, wild geese are used as one of the Celtic symbols for the 
Holy Spirit.

Dave’s Tips:

June:  If planting up summer baskets or containers, use a multi-
purpose compost with added plant food which should as well into the 
autumn.

It is a good time to prune early flowering clematis once they have 
finished blooming.  Just cut them back into the space you have allotted 
for them and tie the new shoots in regularly over the summer.  

Rambling roses can be pruned once flowering is over.  Cut off the flow-
ered shoots and then tie in the new growth throughout the summer. 

July:  Once perennials such as Lupins, Delphiniums and Oriental Pop-
pies have finished flowering cut them to the ground, give them a mulch 
of compost and they will produce fresh green foliage and in some cases 
a second flush of flowers for late summer/early autumn. 

It is worth sprinkling slug pellets around susceptible plants such as 
dahlias and tender bedding plants to give them protection. 
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

JUST A MOMENT
Thursdays from 11-11.15 am in 
Greyfriars Church
A moment of quiet prayer 
together. All are welcome.

Non-negotiable
By Jane Richardson

Elections, decisions, divisions even, all part of a plan to disrupt the 
feel-good factor of wonderful sunshine and the prospect of summer. 
We elect politicians to act on our behalf, or we did. Now they appear 
to have to cross Ts and dot Is to address our lack of trust. No sooner is 
a democratic decision achieved, then a rerun is mooted.

If times are unsettled we try to stick to Plan A, something we did our 
best to instil in our children if, for example, they suggested playing 
football with Jimmy, or going to Esmeralda’s party, was a better option 
than running the stall at the school fair. ‘Non-negotiable’ as a maxim 
makes life much simpler, perhaps not more palatable, but certainly 
reduces head scratching.

When we read of symbolic translation and interpretation of the Bible 
there will always be academics to tell us we have been misunderstand-
ing the finer detail all these years. Is familiarity, or outmoded lan-
guage, so wrong when that same familiarity serves us well in times of 
crisis? I still repeat ‘Trespass against them’ and not ‘those’. I am quite 
aware it is no longer grammatical, if ever it was, but it is a comfort-
able, tangible reminder of first teachings. Non-negotiable.

Friday, 23 June, 7.30pm, 
The Mill on the Fleet

“Scotland’s Plant Hunters and Their 
Plants”, speaker: Ron McBeath, former 
Deputy Curator, Royal Botanic Garden, 
Edinburgh and plant explorer with expe-
ditions to the Himalayas and China. (This 
talk is in memory of the late Michael 
Wickenden, plant explorer and owner of 
the Cally Gardens).

*************************
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The YMCA drop-in charity shop in Gatehouse of Fleet is 
looking for volunteers. If you live in or around Gatehouse 
and would like to help, they’d love to hear from you.

The Drop-in Charity Shop in Gatehouse thrives because of the amaz-
ing people who volunteer their time in the shop. The shop is crucial to 
the future of the Drop-in because of the vital financial support it gives. 
Young people, who use the Drop-in regularly, appreciate its value and 
often volunteer at the shop, thus gaining valuable experience as well 
as Saltire Award hours. The Drop-in is also supported financially by the 
Gatehouse Lent Lunches, the Masonic Arms, the local Boots store and 
generous individuals.

Thanks to this funding the youth who come to the Drop-in have been 
offered some wonderful opportunities, such as attending the Wild Film 
Festival in Dumfries where they learned filming and editing techniques, 
watching Ice Hockey, going to the cinema and enjoying the Laggan Out-

Eucharistic Assistants

On Ascension Sunday the following 
were admitted as Eucharistic As-
sistants to assist the Rector in the 
Holy Communion in St. Mary’s and 
Greyfriars churches: Liz Cutler, Laura 
Durling, Richard Durling and Alastair 
Richardson (Gatehouse-of-Fleet) 
and Nigel Davies, Neil Dyson, Rachel 
Inglis, Tom Jones, Grant Oliver and 
Gwen Shaw ( Kirkcudbright). They 
had all been previously appointed 
by the rector and respective vestries 
and licensed by the Bishop of Glas-
gow & Galloway. The congregations 
were encouraged to pray for them 

and warmly appreciate their ministry.

**************************
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Regional Council Meeting, 10 May 2017
Sue Davies reports on the recent meeting in Lockerbie

Stephen and I, as alternative lay representative, attended the 
meeting at All Saint’s Church, Lockerbie in early May. The meeting 
commenced with an excellent finger buffet followed by time to talk 
with members of other church members from the diocese.

The keynote speaker was the director of the charity Faith in Older 
People. The charity, which is based in Edinburgh, highlights the 
spiritual needs of older members of our congregations who may no 
longer be able to attend church or live independently in their own 
homes. The main focus of their work is to enable church members 
to find effective ways of communication with people with demen-
tia and to make contact with people suffering from isolation and 
loneliness. Emphasis was placed on the importance of visiting 
members in care homes and the best way to gain acceptance and 
assistance from the staff in these residences. Information sheets 
have been prepared to aid this work and “teach-ins” and seminars 
are held to spread the relevant knowledge. A meeting is due to be 
held later in the year in Dumfries.

Unfortunately, as Stephen had a diocesan property meeting to at-
tend in Ardrossan later that evening we were unable to remain for 
the entire meeting but if any more important points were raised 
we will be able to inform the vestry once the minutes are distrib-
uted.

The next regional council meeting will be held at Greyfriars and 
Stephen has proposed that all attendees bring their own packed 
lunch to relieve the burden of catering and the inevitable waste of 
food which usually occurs.

Website of interest:  http://faithinolderpeople.org.uk

door and Loch Ken Activity Centre. And it hasn’t all been one way. They 
have also volunteered their time hosting BigLit events, Scottish Book 
Week and Midsummer Music.

On two Mondays a month, there is a regular Girls Only evening when 
crafts workshops are offered with activities ranging from making bath 
bombs, soap and lip balms to creating collages and print and pattern 
workshops. Because of the interest in these evenings, it’s hoped they 
can be expanded to offer more activities.

Since last September a variety of new skills workshops have been of-
fered, with the ethos that all who come to the Drop-In learn a new skill 
or develop a new interest. 

If this is the kind of thing you’d love to support by volunteering in the 
charity shop, please leave your details with a member of the team in 
the shop or ring Alex on 01557 814228.
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GEORGE LESLIE REID
by Vivien Dania

Reading the two military articles in the previous magazine made me won-
der about the plaque in Greyfriars dedicated to George Leslie Reid. It states 
that the church was gifted in 1918 by Sir Shadforth & Lady Watts in mem-
ory of George Leslie Reid, the son of Lady Watts and her first husband. He 
fell fighting “gloriously for King and Country”.

George was born on 6 September 
1897 at Oakley, Kirkcudbright, 
the son of Dr William Swanston 
Spence Reid MB Ch.M and Julia 
Hamilton Reid née McGowan. 
Dr William Reid was born on St 
Kitts where his father was a sugar 
planter. Julie was the daughter 
of Alexander McGowan, MD. 
She was also the niece of George 
Hamilton, Sheriff Clerk, Ardendee, 
Kirkcudbright. Unfortunately in 
June 1907 Dr William S. S. Reid 
died, and by September George 
had left Kirkcudbright Acad-
emy and was sent as a boarder 
to Ashton Grammar School for 
boys, Dunstable. In 1911 George 
attended Charterhouse before 
going to Sandhurst in 1915. Leslie, 

as he was known, passed out as 2nd Lieutenant in 1916 receiving his com-
mission in the 7th Dragoon Guards (Princess Royals). He was sent to France 
in January 1917 and fell at the battle of Cambrai on the 1 December 1917. 
He has no known grave but is commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, 
Louverval, Nord, France. In 1910 his mother, Julia, married Fenwick Shad-
forth Watts, Shipowner, they then lived at 8 Lygon Place, London.

IMPORTANT (musical!) DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday 11 June
11am  - Jazz Festival Service at Greyfriars. 

Saturday 24 June 
7pm - Concert with Kirkcudbright Academy Choir, organised by the Ro-
tary, in Greyfriars.  

Sunday 30 July 
6 pm - Gatehouse Gala week begins with Creetown Silver Band leading 
Songs of Praise in St. Mary’s Garden.

Monday 31 July 
6.30 pm - Live Music Concert at St. Mary’s.

Monday 31 July to Friday 4 August 
Daily - St. Mary’s church open for Gala week. Exhibition of local organisa-
tions including YMCA, Royal British Legion, Scotland, Scouts, Gatehouse 
Primary School etc.  Teas, live music and much, much more!  

Trailer for the next magazine:

Friday 4 August
2-4 pm – Vanessa Martin and Choir performing in Greyfriars at the start 
of Kirkcudbright Art & Crafts Trail Weekend.  

Saturday 5 August
2-4 pm - Dianne Stafford, harpist, and choir, Greyfriars.

Sunday 6 August
2-4 pm - Book Fayre and String Ensemble from the Solway Sinfonia, 
Greyfriars.



15 8

According to the Dumfries & Galloway News, 26 July 1919, Lady Watts 
opened a Bazaar in the Town Hall in aid of the restoration of the build-
ing. The stalls ranged from bric-a-brac, china & glass, refreshments, bas-
ket stall, cake & candy, a fancy stall and a provisions stall. Entertainment 
included concerts, vocalists, local artists and side shows. Mrs Taylor, 
Greengate, and Miss M Orr-Paterson, Ellenbank, superintended special 
entertainments. Lady Watts said it was a pleasure to open the Bazaar 
which was close to her heart and to be amongst friends. She went on 
to speak of all the different denominations that had worshipped in 
Greyfriars and that strength comes from common worship. The newspa-
per doesn't state how much the Bazaar made, but in November of 1919 
it reported on the consecration service which was led by the Bishop of 
Glasgow. The congregation had taken possession of their new place of 
worship a few weeks before the consecration and dedication service. 
The bishop wearing his official robes was received at the door of the 
church, accompanied by Rev Mr Howard. A procession was formed of 
all in the church, which made a complete circuit of the church singing a 
psalm. The consecration service then proceeded.

It is nearly 100 years since George lost his life at such a young age. I'm 
sure that his mother would be pleased that he and his comrades are 
remembered and that Greyfriars continues as a place of worship. 

Since doing the research on George, I have found that he was baptised at 
Greyfriars on 6th November 1897 by  Rev A Stephen, Priest in charge, of 
Holy Trinity,  Motherwell. 

the church is being arranged, with musicians to include Susan Smyth and 
Stephen Hazlett.
 
Lulled into tranquillity exit into the sunshine (because the sun will surely 
shine) and search for ‘hidden objects’ in the windows of shops and 
houses, buy a plastic duck to enter in the duck race, and think about at-
tending the Ceilidh traditionally held on the Friday evening.

The final weekend will see Gatehouse in carnival mode in Garries Park, 
with floats, pipe bands, bottles stalls and ice cream. This will signal the 
end of a week of community participation, encouraging visitors and holi-
daymakers to join in the fun.

Date For Your Diary
St Mary’s Social  Evening Friday 7 July 5.30pm 
at Willy McKie’s house, Gatehouse of Fleet

PILGRIMAGE TO WHITHORN

The Diocesan Prayer and Spirituality Team is organising a pilgrimage 
to Whithorn an St Ninian’s Cave on Saturday 2nd September 2017. 
Details will follow shortly.  Please put the date in your diary!

*****************************************

**********************************************
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ALL THAT JAZZ….
Rachel Inglis looks forward to the 2017 Jazz Festival

The soft sound of jazz riffs wafting through the June evening air will her-
ald the 20th Kirkcudbright Jazz Festival which takes place from 8-11 June. 

Or more precisely, from 8 pm on Thursday to midnight on Sunday, 
17 groups, bands and solo performers will appear in venues around 
Kirkcudbright to provide 80 hours of musical entertainment. The line-up 
this year includes national and international stars performing a varied 
selection of “hot, swinging, toe-tapping music” to appeal to all ages. 

The weekend will be opened by Festival stalwarts the Penman Jazzmen 
from Glasgow joined by Edinburgh-based newcomer band The Ugly Bug 
Ragtime Trio (don’t you just love the names!) in the Cochrane Hall.  The 
Friday evening line-up includes old favourites Dave Donohue Band, who 
played at Greyfriars’ 11 am service last year.  Other bands that sound 
worth listening to just for their names alone are: Baby Jools and the Jaz-
zaholics, the Sulwath Syncopators and Friends (a local band) and The Big 
Easy!

The weekend will be kicked off in style with the Brolly Parade – let’s hope 
this year the brollies will be just for decoration – and both the Auld Alli-
ance and the Castle Bistro will offer dinner with jazz.

A jazz band has been promised for the Greyfriars’ 11 am Sunday service 
again, and personally I’m hoping for Spats Langham’s Hot Fingers! 

For more information and tickets, call 01557 330467. Tickets are available 
from the Working Print Studio.  See the website, www.kirkcudbrightjazz-
festival.co.uk, for more background about the programme.

GATEHOUSE GALA WEEK
Jane Richardson provides a taste of what’s in store during the Gala

At the end of July (30th) for the first week in August (until 6th) the 
Gatehouse Gala will return. There will again be a week of festive 
activity. The programme is being finalised as I write, but we know 
it will include popular annual events such as the Scottish Evening 
held at the Community Centre at the beginning of the week, and the 
dignified Riding of the Marches at the end. In between the Torchlight 
Procession will attract not only Gatehouse residents but the many 
visiting on holiday too. Regardless of weather, this procession at dusk 
will take place.

Each morning Dr David Steel, our local historian, will lead a walk in 
Gatehouse, imparting fascinating facts and figures of the town’s past, 
its artists, writers and its cotton mill industry. You will pass by our 
own St Mary’s Church. Please stop and come in. The doors will be 
open wide every day of Gala Week when you can still this busy life for 
a little while and listen to music in quiet surroundings. A concert in 



13 10

PEOPLE LIKE US
On the eve of Refugee Week 19-25 June, Roland Parker reflects on the 
meaning of being a migrant

The Bible is constantly reminding its readers of where they have come 
from. It is constantly telling of those times when the people of Israel 
found themselves migrants. This was either forced by escape and con-
quest, the exodus and the exile, or by choice, when they settled into 
Canaan. The writers remind the settled of those times when they were in 
need and dependent on others for their survival.

Young babies arrive like migrants who have to work out where and who 
they are. Fortunately most of us were provided with an environment that 
allowed us to gain sense of things. We soon forget just how long we were 
dependent on the support of others for our own development. As we 
age, we may have to admit to ourselves our need for being dependent on 
others again. Being “a migrant" may simply show us how we all are as hu-
man beings. Immigrants in the news just remind us of our natural state.

Perhaps if we could see migrants as “people like us” this might help us to 
respond less paternally. If there is no obvious way to help, then what is 
needed is just to be more deeply aware and to show some compassion 
for their plight.

Migrants may always have been a problem. They may not simply fit in 
with a settled way of life. Yet they can have a validity of life that may 
open our eyes to seeing ourselves afresh.

For people of faith, migrants remind us that we are on a pilgrimage. We 
can be tempted to circle the wagons and settle down for the night, for-
getting that it is the journey that counts. In all their journeying, migrants 
remind us that we are all travelling in hope.

In the word of the hymn 
  One more step along the road I go
  From the old things to the new
  Keeping me travelling alone with you.

ALL ABOARD THE FOOD TRAIN
Supporting Local Older People at home
Rachel Inglis discovers the variety of services offered by the Food Train

I often see the Food Train van around Kirkcudbright and in the Co-op car 
park in Castle Douglas, but didn’t really know what it offered.  For some 
reason I thought it was a version of ‘meals on wheels’.  But I recently 
read a bit about it, and was pleasantly surprised by all the things it does 
offer – except a meal on a wheel!

Food Train have been operating in Dumfries & Galloway for over 21 
years. They provide a range of services to older clients, delivered by local 
volunteers, which include: grocery shopping home deliveries, household 
support services and a befriending service.

Their member clientele should be over 65 and unable to manage or have 
difficulty with their grocery shopping.  It costs £1 per year to become a 
member.  There is a delivery charge of £4 per delivery added onto the 
cost of the groceries.  A weekly delivery of groceries, by local volunteers, 
ensures that older people eat well, live well and age well.

The Food Train EXTRA service for members offers help with a wide va-
riety of practical household tasks, also by local volunteers.  These jobs 
cost £4 upwards, depending on the size of the job and how long it takes 
to complete. There is an array of services provided from changing a light 
bulb, to putting up a shelf, shifting small items of furniture and replacing 
smoke alarm batteries.  

Food Train Friends offers trips out, home visits and telephone calls, 
bringing some fun, friendship and social contact to older people in D&G.

If you would like to become a member and take advantage of any of 
these services, please call Jif Hyde, the Area Co-ordinator for the Stew-
artry on 01556 288427 who would love to hear from you.  See also their 
website for more information: www.thefoodtrain.co.uk
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The Mill on the Fleet
Ken Smyth

The 18th century Mill on the Fleet in Gatehouse was opened in 1990 
as a visitor centre for Gatehouse having been restored from an ivy-clad 
shell. A 1974 film by the Open University currently playing in the Mill 
should be of interest to those who know the town as the academics 
walk around Gatehouse discussing the development of the town and 
of course including walking through the ruins of the Mill.

Today the Mill is run by a team of volunteers, a necessity as the Council 
no longer has the resources to support the Mill the way it once did. 
Revenue is now generated through letting out space - to the Bookshop 
on the top floor or the PA Popup Collective of artists and makers on the 
ground floor, and by running the café.

Over the last 10 years the Mill has developed a lively temporary 
exhibitions programme to complement the core displays on 
Gatehouse and the Fleet Valley. We have just completed an exhi-
bition on Kirkcudbrightshire Castles, and currently have a show 
by a photographer and a block printer. During July and August 
we will have an exhibition commemorating the life and work of 
Cally Gardens founder Michael Wickenden who died last Octo-
ber, and in September and October a photographic compilation 
of Gatehouse over the years by photographer Mike Bannister 
- along the lines of his popular contributions to the Gatehouse 
News.

Last year we moved the main entrance to the Mill to the middle 
floor of the Mill and established a welcome desk and informa-
tion point there which gives us the opportunity to interact with 
our visitors much better. This is staffed by a team of volunteers 
who enjoy meeting the public, introducing the Mill and Gate-
house, and generally helping with enquiries. We are always 
on the lookout for folks who would like to get involved - either 
helping on the desk and in the exhibitions, or elsewhere. We are 
building teams to help with different aspects of the Mill’s needs, 
for example with flower planting and the grounds.

We would very much appreciate any volunteers with particular 
technical skills to help with the many odd jobs about the place. If 
you would like to get involved in any way we would love to hear 
from you. 

Contact Ken Smyth on 814458 or pop in to the Mill.

Castles Exhibition at the Mill

Harpists from the US & from the local Clarsach Society 
receiving applause after a recent concert
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you would like to get involved in any way we would love to hear 
from you. 

Contact Ken Smyth on 814458 or pop in to the Mill.

Castles Exhibition at the Mill

Harpists from the US & from the local Clarsach Society 
receiving applause after a recent concert



13 10

PEOPLE LIKE US
On the eve of Refugee Week 19-25 June, Roland Parker reflects on the 
meaning of being a migrant

The Bible is constantly reminding its readers of where they have come 
from. It is constantly telling of those times when the people of Israel 
found themselves migrants. This was either forced by escape and con-
quest, the exodus and the exile, or by choice, when they settled into 
Canaan. The writers remind the settled of those times when they were in 
need and dependent on others for their survival.

Young babies arrive like migrants who have to work out where and who 
they are. Fortunately most of us were provided with an environment that 
allowed us to gain sense of things. We soon forget just how long we were 
dependent on the support of others for our own development. As we 
age, we may have to admit to ourselves our need for being dependent on 
others again. Being “a migrant" may simply show us how we all are as hu-
man beings. Immigrants in the news just remind us of our natural state.

Perhaps if we could see migrants as “people like us” this might help us to 
respond less paternally. If there is no obvious way to help, then what is 
needed is just to be more deeply aware and to show some compassion 
for their plight.

Migrants may always have been a problem. They may not simply fit in 
with a settled way of life. Yet they can have a validity of life that may 
open our eyes to seeing ourselves afresh.

For people of faith, migrants remind us that we are on a pilgrimage. We 
can be tempted to circle the wagons and settle down for the night, for-
getting that it is the journey that counts. In all their journeying, migrants 
remind us that we are all travelling in hope.

In the word of the hymn 
  One more step along the road I go
  From the old things to the new
  Keeping me travelling alone with you.

ALL ABOARD THE FOOD TRAIN
Supporting Local Older People at home
Rachel Inglis discovers the variety of services offered by the Food Train

I often see the Food Train van around Kirkcudbright and in the Co-op car 
park in Castle Douglas, but didn’t really know what it offered.  For some 
reason I thought it was a version of ‘meals on wheels’.  But I recently 
read a bit about it, and was pleasantly surprised by all the things it does 
offer – except a meal on a wheel!

Food Train have been operating in Dumfries & Galloway for over 21 
years. They provide a range of services to older clients, delivered by local 
volunteers, which include: grocery shopping home deliveries, household 
support services and a befriending service.

Their member clientele should be over 65 and unable to manage or have 
difficulty with their grocery shopping.  It costs £1 per year to become a 
member.  There is a delivery charge of £4 per delivery added onto the 
cost of the groceries.  A weekly delivery of groceries, by local volunteers, 
ensures that older people eat well, live well and age well.

The Food Train EXTRA service for members offers help with a wide va-
riety of practical household tasks, also by local volunteers.  These jobs 
cost £4 upwards, depending on the size of the job and how long it takes 
to complete. There is an array of services provided from changing a light 
bulb, to putting up a shelf, shifting small items of furniture and replacing 
smoke alarm batteries.  

Food Train Friends offers trips out, home visits and telephone calls, 
bringing some fun, friendship and social contact to older people in D&G.

If you would like to become a member and take advantage of any of 
these services, please call Jif Hyde, the Area Co-ordinator for the Stew-
artry on 01556 288427 who would love to hear from you.  See also their 
website for more information: www.thefoodtrain.co.uk
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ALL THAT JAZZ….
Rachel Inglis looks forward to the 2017 Jazz Festival

The soft sound of jazz riffs wafting through the June evening air will her-
ald the 20th Kirkcudbright Jazz Festival which takes place from 8-11 June. 

Or more precisely, from 8 pm on Thursday to midnight on Sunday, 
17 groups, bands and solo performers will appear in venues around 
Kirkcudbright to provide 80 hours of musical entertainment. The line-up 
this year includes national and international stars performing a varied 
selection of “hot, swinging, toe-tapping music” to appeal to all ages. 

The weekend will be opened by Festival stalwarts the Penman Jazzmen 
from Glasgow joined by Edinburgh-based newcomer band The Ugly Bug 
Ragtime Trio (don’t you just love the names!) in the Cochrane Hall.  The 
Friday evening line-up includes old favourites Dave Donohue Band, who 
played at Greyfriars’ 11 am service last year.  Other bands that sound 
worth listening to just for their names alone are: Baby Jools and the Jaz-
zaholics, the Sulwath Syncopators and Friends (a local band) and The Big 
Easy!

The weekend will be kicked off in style with the Brolly Parade – let’s hope 
this year the brollies will be just for decoration – and both the Auld Alli-
ance and the Castle Bistro will offer dinner with jazz.

A jazz band has been promised for the Greyfriars’ 11 am Sunday service 
again, and personally I’m hoping for Spats Langham’s Hot Fingers! 

For more information and tickets, call 01557 330467. Tickets are available 
from the Working Print Studio.  See the website, www.kirkcudbrightjazz-
festival.co.uk, for more background about the programme.

GATEHOUSE GALA WEEK
Jane Richardson provides a taste of what’s in store during the Gala

At the end of July (30th) for the first week in August (until 6th) the 
Gatehouse Gala will return. There will again be a week of festive 
activity. The programme is being finalised as I write, but we know 
it will include popular annual events such as the Scottish Evening 
held at the Community Centre at the beginning of the week, and the 
dignified Riding of the Marches at the end. In between the Torchlight 
Procession will attract not only Gatehouse residents but the many 
visiting on holiday too. Regardless of weather, this procession at dusk 
will take place.

Each morning Dr David Steel, our local historian, will lead a walk in 
Gatehouse, imparting fascinating facts and figures of the town’s past, 
its artists, writers and its cotton mill industry. You will pass by our 
own St Mary’s Church. Please stop and come in. The doors will be 
open wide every day of Gala Week when you can still this busy life for 
a little while and listen to music in quiet surroundings. A concert in 
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According to the Dumfries & Galloway News, 26 July 1919, Lady Watts 
opened a Bazaar in the Town Hall in aid of the restoration of the build-
ing. The stalls ranged from bric-a-brac, china & glass, refreshments, bas-
ket stall, cake & candy, a fancy stall and a provisions stall. Entertainment 
included concerts, vocalists, local artists and side shows. Mrs Taylor, 
Greengate, and Miss M Orr-Paterson, Ellenbank, superintended special 
entertainments. Lady Watts said it was a pleasure to open the Bazaar 
which was close to her heart and to be amongst friends. She went on 
to speak of all the different denominations that had worshipped in 
Greyfriars and that strength comes from common worship. The newspa-
per doesn't state how much the Bazaar made, but in November of 1919 
it reported on the consecration service which was led by the Bishop of 
Glasgow. The congregation had taken possession of their new place of 
worship a few weeks before the consecration and dedication service. 
The bishop wearing his official robes was received at the door of the 
church, accompanied by Rev Mr Howard. A procession was formed of 
all in the church, which made a complete circuit of the church singing a 
psalm. The consecration service then proceeded.

It is nearly 100 years since George lost his life at such a young age. I'm 
sure that his mother would be pleased that he and his comrades are 
remembered and that Greyfriars continues as a place of worship. 

Since doing the research on George, I have found that he was baptised at 
Greyfriars on 6th November 1897 by  Rev A Stephen, Priest in charge, of 
Holy Trinity,  Motherwell. 

the church is being arranged, with musicians to include Susan Smyth and 
Stephen Hazlett.
 
Lulled into tranquillity exit into the sunshine (because the sun will surely 
shine) and search for ‘hidden objects’ in the windows of shops and 
houses, buy a plastic duck to enter in the duck race, and think about at-
tending the Ceilidh traditionally held on the Friday evening.

The final weekend will see Gatehouse in carnival mode in Garries Park, 
with floats, pipe bands, bottles stalls and ice cream. This will signal the 
end of a week of community participation, encouraging visitors and holi-
daymakers to join in the fun.

Date For Your Diary
St Mary’s Social  Evening Friday 7 July 5.30pm 
at Willy McKie’s house, Gatehouse of Fleet

PILGRIMAGE TO WHITHORN

The Diocesan Prayer and Spirituality Team is organising a pilgrimage 
to Whithorn an St Ninian’s Cave on Saturday 2nd September 2017. 
Details will follow shortly.  Please put the date in your diary!

*****************************************

**********************************************
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GEORGE LESLIE REID
by Vivien Dania

Reading the two military articles in the previous magazine made me won-
der about the plaque in Greyfriars dedicated to George Leslie Reid. It states 
that the church was gifted in 1918 by Sir Shadforth & Lady Watts in mem-
ory of George Leslie Reid, the son of Lady Watts and her first husband. He 
fell fighting “gloriously for King and Country”.

George was born on 6 September 
1897 at Oakley, Kirkcudbright, 
the son of Dr William Swanston 
Spence Reid MB Ch.M and Julia 
Hamilton Reid née McGowan. 
Dr William Reid was born on St 
Kitts where his father was a sugar 
planter. Julie was the daughter 
of Alexander McGowan, MD. 
She was also the niece of George 
Hamilton, Sheriff Clerk, Ardendee, 
Kirkcudbright. Unfortunately in 
June 1907 Dr William S. S. Reid 
died, and by September George 
had left Kirkcudbright Acad-
emy and was sent as a boarder 
to Ashton Grammar School for 
boys, Dunstable. In 1911 George 
attended Charterhouse before 
going to Sandhurst in 1915. Leslie, 

as he was known, passed out as 2nd Lieutenant in 1916 receiving his com-
mission in the 7th Dragoon Guards (Princess Royals). He was sent to France 
in January 1917 and fell at the battle of Cambrai on the 1 December 1917. 
He has no known grave but is commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, 
Louverval, Nord, France. In 1910 his mother, Julia, married Fenwick Shad-
forth Watts, Shipowner, they then lived at 8 Lygon Place, London.

IMPORTANT (musical!) DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday 11 June
11am  - Jazz Festival Service at Greyfriars. 

Saturday 24 June 
7pm - Concert with Kirkcudbright Academy Choir, organised by the Ro-
tary, in Greyfriars.  

Sunday 30 July 
6 pm - Gatehouse Gala week begins with Creetown Silver Band leading 
Songs of Praise in St. Mary’s Garden.

Monday 31 July 
6.30 pm - Live Music Concert at St. Mary’s.

Monday 31 July to Friday 4 August 
Daily - St. Mary’s church open for Gala week. Exhibition of local organisa-
tions including YMCA, Royal British Legion, Scotland, Scouts, Gatehouse 
Primary School etc.  Teas, live music and much, much more!  

Trailer for the next magazine:

Friday 4 August
2-4 pm – Vanessa Martin and Choir performing in Greyfriars at the start 
of Kirkcudbright Art & Crafts Trail Weekend.  

Saturday 5 August
2-4 pm - Dianne Stafford, harpist, and choir, Greyfriars.

Sunday 6 August
2-4 pm - Book Fayre and String Ensemble from the Solway Sinfonia, 
Greyfriars.
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Regional Council Meeting, 10 May 2017
Sue Davies reports on the recent meeting in Lockerbie

Stephen and I, as alternative lay representative, attended the 
meeting at All Saint’s Church, Lockerbie in early May. The meeting 
commenced with an excellent finger buffet followed by time to talk 
with members of other church members from the diocese.

The keynote speaker was the director of the charity Faith in Older 
People. The charity, which is based in Edinburgh, highlights the 
spiritual needs of older members of our congregations who may no 
longer be able to attend church or live independently in their own 
homes. The main focus of their work is to enable church members 
to find effective ways of communication with people with demen-
tia and to make contact with people suffering from isolation and 
loneliness. Emphasis was placed on the importance of visiting 
members in care homes and the best way to gain acceptance and 
assistance from the staff in these residences. Information sheets 
have been prepared to aid this work and “teach-ins” and seminars 
are held to spread the relevant knowledge. A meeting is due to be 
held later in the year in Dumfries.

Unfortunately, as Stephen had a diocesan property meeting to at-
tend in Ardrossan later that evening we were unable to remain for 
the entire meeting but if any more important points were raised 
we will be able to inform the vestry once the minutes are distrib-
uted.

The next regional council meeting will be held at Greyfriars and 
Stephen has proposed that all attendees bring their own packed 
lunch to relieve the burden of catering and the inevitable waste of 
food which usually occurs.

Website of interest:  http://faithinolderpeople.org.uk

door and Loch Ken Activity Centre. And it hasn’t all been one way. They 
have also volunteered their time hosting BigLit events, Scottish Book 
Week and Midsummer Music.

On two Mondays a month, there is a regular Girls Only evening when 
crafts workshops are offered with activities ranging from making bath 
bombs, soap and lip balms to creating collages and print and pattern 
workshops. Because of the interest in these evenings, it’s hoped they 
can be expanded to offer more activities.

Since last September a variety of new skills workshops have been of-
fered, with the ethos that all who come to the Drop-In learn a new skill 
or develop a new interest. 

If this is the kind of thing you’d love to support by volunteering in the 
charity shop, please leave your details with a member of the team in 
the shop or ring Alex on 01557 814228.
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The YMCA drop-in charity shop in Gatehouse of Fleet is 
looking for volunteers. If you live in or around Gatehouse 
and would like to help, they’d love to hear from you.

The Drop-in Charity Shop in Gatehouse thrives because of the amaz-
ing people who volunteer their time in the shop. The shop is crucial to 
the future of the Drop-in because of the vital financial support it gives. 
Young people, who use the Drop-in regularly, appreciate its value and 
often volunteer at the shop, thus gaining valuable experience as well 
as Saltire Award hours. The Drop-in is also supported financially by the 
Gatehouse Lent Lunches, the Masonic Arms, the local Boots store and 
generous individuals.

Thanks to this funding the youth who come to the Drop-in have been 
offered some wonderful opportunities, such as attending the Wild Film 
Festival in Dumfries where they learned filming and editing techniques, 
watching Ice Hockey, going to the cinema and enjoying the Laggan Out-

Eucharistic Assistants

On Ascension Sunday the following 
were admitted as Eucharistic As-
sistants to assist the Rector in the 
Holy Communion in St. Mary’s and 
Greyfriars churches: Liz Cutler, Laura 
Durling, Richard Durling and Alastair 
Richardson (Gatehouse-of-Fleet) 
and Nigel Davies, Neil Dyson, Rachel 
Inglis, Tom Jones, Grant Oliver and 
Gwen Shaw ( Kirkcudbright). They 
had all been previously appointed 
by the rector and respective vestries 
and licensed by the Bishop of Glas-
gow & Galloway. The congregations 
were encouraged to pray for them 

and warmly appreciate their ministry.

**************************
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

JUST A MOMENT
Thursdays from 11-11.15 am in 
Greyfriars Church
A moment of quiet prayer 
together. All are welcome.

Non-negotiable
By Jane Richardson

Elections, decisions, divisions even, all part of a plan to disrupt the 
feel-good factor of wonderful sunshine and the prospect of summer. 
We elect politicians to act on our behalf, or we did. Now they appear 
to have to cross Ts and dot Is to address our lack of trust. No sooner is 
a democratic decision achieved, then a rerun is mooted.

If times are unsettled we try to stick to Plan A, something we did our 
best to instil in our children if, for example, they suggested playing 
football with Jimmy, or going to Esmeralda’s party, was a better option 
than running the stall at the school fair. ‘Non-negotiable’ as a maxim 
makes life much simpler, perhaps not more palatable, but certainly 
reduces head scratching.

When we read of symbolic translation and interpretation of the Bible 
there will always be academics to tell us we have been misunderstand-
ing the finer detail all these years. Is familiarity, or outmoded lan-
guage, so wrong when that same familiarity serves us well in times of 
crisis? I still repeat ‘Trespass against them’ and not ‘those’. I am quite 
aware it is no longer grammatical, if ever it was, but it is a comfort-
able, tangible reminder of first teachings. Non-negotiable.

Friday, 23 June, 7.30pm, 
The Mill on the Fleet

“Scotland’s Plant Hunters and Their 
Plants”, speaker: Ron McBeath, former 
Deputy Curator, Royal Botanic Garden, 
Edinburgh and plant explorer with expe-
ditions to the Himalayas and China. (This 
talk is in memory of the late Michael 
Wickenden, plant explorer and owner of 
the Cally Gardens).

*************************
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Both Ascension and Pentecost lift us from disbelief and doubt to 
faith and triumph. 

Now let’s get on with whatever God has called us to do. As the Swiss 
theologian Emil Brunner famously said the church exists by mission 
as a fire by burning. 

Traditionally, wild geese are used as one of the Celtic symbols for the 
Holy Spirit.

Dave’s Tips:

June:  If planting up summer baskets or containers, use a multi-
purpose compost with added plant food which should as well into the 
autumn.

It is a good time to prune early flowering clematis once they have 
finished blooming.  Just cut them back into the space you have allotted 
for them and tie the new shoots in regularly over the summer.  

Rambling roses can be pruned once flowering is over.  Cut off the flow-
ered shoots and then tie in the new growth throughout the summer. 

July:  Once perennials such as Lupins, Delphiniums and Oriental Pop-
pies have finished flowering cut them to the ground, give them a mulch 
of compost and they will produce fresh green foliage and in some cases 
a second flush of flowers for late summer/early autumn. 

It is worth sprinkling slug pellets around susceptible plants such as 
dahlias and tender bedding plants to give them protection. 
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R E A D I N G S
From the Rector 

Pentecost. The Third Man.

I adore old black and white films. They probably 
represent a comfort zone to people of a certain 
age; like me! One of my favourites is The Third 
Man, set in Vienna. Despite the ravages of the 
Second World War, this captivating city of chocolate-box houses, 
fairgrounds, and colourful characters, still maintained an aura of sus-
pense with its darkened alleyways and shady deals. 

Not until half-way through the movie does the main character appear 
and reveal himself as the mysterious “Third Man” of the title. And 
what an entrance! In the sudden shaft of lamplight, with a burst of 
haunting Austrian zither music, Harry Lime (played by Orson Wells) 
appears as villain of the piece. His slow enigmatic smile and tilt of his 
trilby hat tells all without saying a word. 

Even for many Christians, the Third Person of the Holy Trinity remains 
a mystery. It is even a mystery that Pentecost is wrongly considered a 
lesser season than Christmas or Easter. Our Eastern Orthodox fellow 
Christians celebrate Pentecost (or Whitsun-tide) with much more 
enthusiasm. 

He (or She - the Greek origin of Paraclete is more correctly translated 
in the feminine) is the unseen Presence of God Who is counsellor, 
advocate and comforter. S/he came upon the early Christians in the 
Acts of the Apostles suddenly as a rushing, mighty, cleansing wind, 
enlightening and empowering the weak, frightened and confused 
early followers of Jesus. Not only did they feel liberated and strength-
ened to carry out the mission our Lord had left them to do; they were 
no longer afraid to do it. Just as importantly, Pentecost is the 
birth-day of the Church. 

4th June 2017
  (A/R Acts 2:1-21)
  Numbers 11:24-30
  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
  John 20:19-23 or
    John 7:37-39

11th June 2017
  Genesis 1:1-2:4a or
    Isaiah 40:12-17.27-31
  2Corinthians 13:11-13
  Matthew 28:16-20

18th June 2017
  Exodus 19:2-8a
  Romans 5:1-8
  Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23)

25th June 2017
  Jeremiah 20:7-13
  Romans 6:1b-11
  Matthew 10:24-39

2nd July 2017
  Jeremiah 28:5-9
  Romans 6:12-23
  Matthew 10:40-42

9th July 2017
  Zechariah 9:9-12
  Romans 7:15-25a
  Matthew 11:16-19. 25-30
  
 16th July 2017
  Isaiah 55:10-13 
  Romans 8:1-11
  Mathew 13:1-9.18-23

  23rd July 2017
 Wisdom of Solomon 
12:13.16-19 or
  Isaiah 44:6-8
  Romans 8:12-25
  Matthew 13:24-30. 36-43

30th July 2017
  1 Kings 3:5-12
  Romans 8:26-39
  Matthew 13:31. 44-52

“Pray at all times; use words, if necessary.”

 Attributed to St Francis
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Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Ken Smyth

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  If you have an idea for an article or book review, do please let us 
know.  A copy of all material for the magazine should be sent to both  
editors. 
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The magazine of the Scottish Episcopal Churches of 
Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright and St Mary’s, Gatehouse-of-Fleet

website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk 

Our New-Improved website goes live very soon!

SCOTTISH GARDEN SCHEME
Open Day - Sunday 18 June

Doreen and Alec Blackadder’s garden will be open again this year 
on Sunday, 18 June, from 1-5pm in “Glenlivet”, Tongland Road, 
Kirkcudbright.  As well as wonderful planting and a view out onto 
the Dee and the hills beyond to enjoy, Doreen and Alec have in-
stalled a new water feature in the wildlife pond. 

After you’ve drunk in the scents, the view and the flowers, you can 
enjoy tea!


