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Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
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The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  If you have an idea for an article or book review, do please let us 
know.  A copy of all material for the magazine should be sent to both  
editors. 

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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R E A D I N G S

4 February 2018
  Proverbs 8:1.22-31
  Colossians 1:15-20
  John 1:1-14
  
11th February 2018
  2 Kings 2:1-12
  2 Corinthians 4:3-6
  Mark 9:2-9
  
18th February 2018
  Genesis 9:8-17
  1 Peter 3:18-22
  Mark 1:9-15

25th February 2018
  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
  Romans 4:13-25
  Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9

4th March 2018
  Exodus 20:1-17
  1 Corinthians 1:18-25
  John 2:13-22

11th March 2018
  Exodus 2:1-10 or 1 Samuel 1:20-28
  2 Corinthians 1:3-7
  or Colossians 3:12-17
  Luke 2:33-35 or John 19:25b-27
    
18th March 2018
  Jeremiah 31:31-34
  Hebrews 5:5-10
  John 12:20-33

25th March 2018
  Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16
  Isaiah 50:4-9a
  Philippians 2:5-11
  Passion, Mark 14:1-15:47 
  or Mark 15:1-39(40-47)

“O Holy Spirit, you are the mighty way in which every 
thing that is in the heavens, on the earth, and under the 
earth, is penetrated with connectedness, penetrated 
with relatedness.” —Hildegard of Bingen

FROM THE RECTOR

God in the Ordinary 

The older I become the more I appreciate order. 
Unfortunately that order is often disturbed not 
by noisy children (I don’t mind that), barking 
dogs (we now have a lovely wee dachshund 
called Sidney who only barks when he needs 
to), or even call centres who only ever try to sell me what I will never 
need, so I can ignore them - but by my own frustrating forgetfulness. 

There is a wonderful antidote to this creeping age problem called the 
church calendar with its ordered seasons which never change and 
synchronise beautifully with the changing year. Even if we forget, God 
does not. Moreover He is order personified. From earliest times the 
Church has known good order, gathering on Sundays to celebrate the 
Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is why we are called Chris-
tians. 

Beginning with Advent, with its emphasis on dark transforming into 
light, we look forward to the wonder of Christmas. Now we are in 
Epiphany which lasts until Lent, a holy season of preparation for the 
miracle of Easter and its life-giving gift of life over death. This is soon 
followed by the Ascension and the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the birth 
of the Church, at Pentecost. After Epiphany and Pentecost the church 
observes liturgically long weeks of what we call “Ordinary time”. This 
does not equate with boring; in this period we explore other great 
themes such as Creation and the Environment, and the recognition of 
many of the saints’ lives which we celebrate at our mid-week services 
in both churches.

God in the ordinary, in the everyday, is actually an exciting prospect. In 
her book God in My Everyday,  Flora Larsson, a former Salvation Army 
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BISHOP’S VISIT - 4th February 

The Rt. Rev. Gregor Duncan, bishop of 
Glasgow & Galloway, will visit our linked 
churches on Sunday 4th February and 
take the services in St. Mary’s at the 
usual time of 9.30 am, and the slightly 
later time of 11.15 am in Greyfriars. This 
will be followed by a bring-and-share 
lunch in Kirkcudbright around 1pm to 
which both congregations are invited. 
For details see the notices in each 
church and the website.

Continued from page 18:
As part of the AGM members were invited to comment on their annual 
report. A written report from St. Mary's was submitted to the council 
prior to the meeting.
Barbara McFarlane
Lay Representative, St. Mary's Gatehouse of Fleet

Commissioner and prolific spiritual author, wrote this:

Today Lord, I will enjoy Your world. Many times I wander through the 
hours busy with this and that, but not absorbing my surroundings. To-
day is going to be different! Today I pledge myself to enjoy colour and 
tone, sound and smell, light and shade, taste and touch, shape and 
texture. What a lot of good things this old world holds!

Easter is early this year, 1st April. We will publish the services for this 
and Holy Week on the website and on the weekly pewsheets. We 
have a lot of beautiful living to do before then!

**************************************

LINK MAGAZINE
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - £10
The annual subscription to receive the LINK Magazine is due. The 
magazine is an essential publication to the vibrant life of our two 
churches.
I should be grateful if you would make your payment as soon as pos-
sible to your respective Church Treasurer. Please also let them know if 
you would like the magazine to be sent to you if you are unable to col-
lect it from church. Thank you.
Stephen D. Hazlett
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

JUST A MOMENT
Thursdays from 11-11.15 am in 
Greyfriars Church
A moment of quiet prayer 
together. All are welcome.

CHURCH, COMMUNITY, AND CHILDREN 

I am pleased that we now take assemblies and serve chap-
laincy teams in four local schools: Kirkcudbright Academy, and 
Kirkcudbright, Gatehouse, and Twynholm Primary Schools. In 
addition we now have a regular Sunday School in Greyfriars, and 
the children of Gatehouse descended upon St. Mary’s to enthusias-
tically help decorate the church for Harvest. 

It has been said of 
both rural post offices 
and branch railway 
lines “Use them or 
lose them”. The same 
applies to children and 
the church. For years 
it was assumed, espe-
cially in God- fearing 
Scotland that the 
church has a good and 
nice relationship with the local schools. 
Yet in many communities even the tenuous link has snapped. It is 
not an exaggeration to say that OUR generation must act if we are 
to have even a broad Christian influence on this generation. Ironi-
cally we are knocking at an open door. John Riley, 
principal of Gatehouse PS, is so pleased with the local clergy 
taking assemblies that he also is keen we cover Twynholm PS. We 
do this on an ecumenical basis.  David Stevens, head-teacher of 
Kirkcudbright PS and active member of St Ninian’s, CD, has enthu-
siastically encouraged our presence at his school.  We have also 
worked closely with the excellent choir of Kirkcudbright Academy.

All of this may seem very new, yet it is an old tradition of churches 
and schools linked in educating children in the broad approach 
of moral and religious learning. We would not dream of ceasing 
Sunday worship because numbers are small, or interest low, yet so 

The rector taking assembly
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Galloway Regional Council AGM
St. John's, Dumfries, 21st November 2017

The meeting began with a celebration of the Eucharist. This was 
followed by lunch and time to socialise.

A presentation was given by Rev'd Canon Dr Anne Tomlinson, 
Principal of the Scottish Episcopal Institute. The Institute is sup-
porting the next generation of congregational leaders.

The church is thinking about future leadership and encouraging 
candidates, especially those in their twenties and thirties, to train 
for ordained leadership. With such leaders, it hopes to 'grow 
younger churches' and provide a pool of clergy who, in time, 
can move into senior leadership. This means studying at one of 
the ancient Scottish Universities in conjunction with formational 
weekends and placements spent, not only with a congregation in 
a church, but also in prisons, education, missions, and as street 
pastors, before moving on to a stipendiary curacy into a church 
where they are really needed. Because of the distances between 
the seven dioceses, lectures and discussions are sometimes 
conducted via Skype. One possible scheme, as part of training, 
is for a candidate to do paid work for a church for part of a week 
while studying for the other days. 

The hope is to train candidates to provide the church with a pool 
of clergy with experience. One of the possible ways of fulfilling 
that hope is that congregations might support the future of the 
church by inviting ordinands to preach one Sunday; Dr Tomlinson 
suggested Vocations Sunday, which is the Fourth Sunday of East-
er, known as 'Good Shepherd Sunday'. After ten minutes of group 
discussion about suggested qualities expected of candidates, the 
presentation concluded.

                                                                                 continued page 20

often churches seem ambivalent about their own heritage and re-
sponsibilities in the community. Incidentally the children themselves 
are keen about the simple bible stories we present; they are so full of 
the drama of life and relevant to their everyday experience. 

Some people feel churches should not be involved in schools at all. 
Sadly these same persons query hospital, armed forces and work-
place chaplaincies. I was an Industrial Chaplain and Merchant Navy 
Padre for seventeen years and it was workers and seafarers them-
selves who vocalised their desire to have a church presence avail-
able. There is a wonderful “Punch” cartoon from the mid nineteenth 
century showing a fat Anglican vicar and an equally non-appealing 
black-gowned Non-conformist minister doing battle over doctrinal 
niceties whilst the children looked on fearfully --- and neglected. So 
we do NOT go into schools to establish our rights but to serve our 
responsibilities. The three main churches are agreed that we teach 
the fundamentals of the Christian faith as opposed to denomina-
tional teachings (which we can easily deliver in our own churches), in 
a lively and child -friendly manner.  Very correctly we answer the just 
concerns of the current climate in regard to child safety when all the 
clergy undertake the strict Scottish police check procedures.

I worked in the Netherlands for four years. This is a nation with a rich 
Christian heritage whose liberal ideals have blessed the world. Sadly 
a fierce secular agenda means liberalism has become dogmatism, 
and hardly any schools have even a slight Christian presence. Ironi-
cally the multi-culturalism would enhance the situation by permit-
ting, say, Muslim or Jewish presence alongside a Christian presence. 
Alas the Dutch churches have largely accepted the status quo and 
done nothing about it! Concurrent with this were the huge difficul-
ties I and other ministers experienced in hospital visits and port 
chaplaincy. Could this happen in Scotland? Yes! Use it or lose it!  

Stephen Hazlett
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Liz Cutler reviews THE FIRE MAKER by Peter May 
(available from Amazon)

This is the first in a series of six about a Chinese detective. Although 
a crime novel, I realised there was another story running paral-
lel about the different traditions in different countries, China and 
America.

The main characters are Li Yan, a detective in major crimes and Dr 
Margaret Campbell a forensic scientist who has come to Beijing to 
give lectures to students. It isn’t long before they meet when 
Margaret is asked to do the autopsy on a very badly burned victim. 
She is a person who knows her own mind. She is forthright in her 
views and hadn’t taken time to read the literature sent to her about 
China, its customs and etiquette. 

The Cultural Revolution was something she meant to read up on but 
surely it was all in the past? How wrong she was. She found that the 
Chinese people still lived in the shadow of Chairman Mao. Li Yan‘s 
mother, an intelligent woman who had crossed the government, 
had been sent to the institution for correction from which she never 
returned. Li Yan is always looking over his shoulder, still afraid of 
offending people.

As the story progresses these two adults, of course, fall for one 
another. What could be simpler than them getting married? This 
is China not America. A policeman in China cannot marry a person 
from a different country and stay in post.

As I neared the end of the book, I ordered the second in the series 
to find out more about the cultural differences between these 
countries. Margaret has a lot to learn about the people she is now 
living with, and so do I. The crime story was interesting to! 

THE ART OF OUTLIVING
by Gordon Mursell

It is very likely that you who are reading this will have had to come to 
terms with outliving someone you love. It is even more likely that no 
one gave you much help or advice about how to do this. In his won-
derful book about facing death, the medical doctor and philosopher 
Raymond Tallis writes about himself (although he refers to himself as 
“he”):

“The deaths of people close to him had required of him that 
he should learn the art of outliving: a seemingly small part of 
the art of living, but it was a special challenge to learn how to 
remember and not to be paralyzed by memory; to know the size 
of another’s death without being diminished by it; to feel the 
loss but not to be eaten from within by loss; to pay tribute to the 
past without mortgaging the future” 
(The Black Mirror, 2015, p280). 

Outliving a parent or grandparent is hard enough; but outliving some-
one younger than you is harder still, because you probably didn’t 
expect to have to do it. The Gospel of John has the moving description 
of Jesus’ mother and closest friend keeping him company together as 
he died on the cross (Jn 19:25-27). Before he dies, Jesus invites them 
into a new relationship with each other (“Woman, here is your son”… 
“Here is your mother”) – as though to say “You still have a life to live 
even when I’m not here, and I want you to help each other work out 
what that new life will feel like.” When you outlive someone, you have 
to find “the next available you” – different from the old “you” and yet 
somehow recognizably the same. 

Another beautiful story about outliving is in the Book of Ruth, when 
Naomi loses both her husband and her two sons and is left with Ruth, 
one of her daughters-in-law, to find a way forward and to learn how 
to outlive those they’ve lost. You can read the story for yourself. What 
is so moving is the way these two bereaved women gently bring into   
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being a way forward which results in new life (Ruth gives birth to 
a child) not only for them but for the whole people of Israel, 
because the child will be the ancestor of king David – and even for 
the three men who died at the beginning of the story but whose 
names reappear at the end of it. God can help us to cope with the 
painful challenge of outliving those we love in such a way that, 
as Raymond Tallis puts it, we can pay tribute to the past without 
mortgaging the future.

But there may be things we can do now, such as asking myself: 
what helped me cope when X. died? Is this something I could talk 
about with a friend or family member? And most of all: we could 
pray, every day, for grace never, ever, to take for granted those we 
love while they are still with us.

REFRESHING STREAMS - A Place of Encounter
An invitation to come away awhile, to be still, to notice what gives 
you life and to discover new ways of being.

Facilitated by Rachel Inglis and Mary McHugh (elder in the 
Kirkcudbright Parish Church), this time of quiet reflection will offer 
creative ways of praying and a safe space for gentle sharing of our 
experiences.

Suitable both for those who are new to the whole experience of 
reflective prayer (but would like to try it in a supportive space) and 
those who would like to deepen their experience.

If you feel in a rut spiritually or are looking for something new, why 
not come along and try it?

Dates: 2-4.30 pm, Saturdays 24th February and 24th March, at the 
RC Church hall, Kirkcudbright.

For more information and to book: www.aigfois.co.uk or email 
Rachel: info@aigfois.co.uk

Ruth and Naomi, St James Anglican Church, Halifax, Novia Scotia
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REFLECTIONS ON ECUMENISM

What do we mean by Ecumenism? 

The dictionary defines the meaning as a movement promoting unity 
among Christian churches or denominations. The Vatican II Catholics 
tried to promote ecumenism, including a dialogue with other faiths, 
which could be between Muslims and Christians. In this country 
we talk about ecumenism in terms of Christian denominations, but 
really have little to show for it. We join in a week of Christian Unity 
with one or two events during the week.

The four churches in Gatehouse have a committee when we organise 
a few services together. At Christmas we made and distributed a card 
round Gatehouse with all the services listed, but it really accentu-
ated the fact that we all worship separately. There were no services 
together in one building. During Lent each church takes it in turn 
to make soup for an ecumenical lunch. Sadly our congregations are 
dwindling, our buildings are costly to maintain and it must make 
sense to join up, even if different denominations meet at different 
times in the same building. To have different buildings used once a 
week for one hour does not seem viable long term. 

It would be good if we could get together more and discuss our 
mutual problems. What is the way forward for our churches? How 
are we going to attract younger members? Do we need to meet in 
church? The first Christians met in each other’s houses. These are 
just a few reflections. Hopefully we can share some ideas.

Janet Hannay
Gatehouse Churches Together
Representative

meals to have more for the child. The Mail on Sunday and the Telegraph 
quoted the Archbishop: "They were treated with respect, even love by 
the volunteers from local churches. But they were hungry, and ashamed 
to be hungry." Shortly afterwards the all-party Parliamentary report (De-
cember 2014) also said that the key reasons for the rise of  hunger in the 
UK included delays in paying benefits and welfare sanctions. It pointed 
out that in contrast to the first few decades after World War II, poor 
people's incomes stopped rising in line with increased costs for housing, 
utility bills and food.

Hunger and poor diet can be catastrophic for the development of growing 
children. Affordable housing, a viable health service, social services, 
education and employment all have a bearing on the situation, but 
ultimately we depend on each other, the members of our society. Are we 
or are we not determined to change people's experience? Are Christians 
responsible for seeking to challenge what our nation will tolerate for its 
fellow citizens? Almost a century ago Studdert Kennedy was asking a 
similar question. Some of you will recognise what he wrote:

When Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged Him on a tree.
They drave great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary:
They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep,
For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was cheap.

When Jesus came to Birmingham they simply passed Him by,
They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die;
For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain,
They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the rain.

Still Jesus cried, "Forgive them, for they know not what they do,"
And still it rained the wintry rain that drenched Him through and through:
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see,
And Jesus crouched against a wall and cried for Calvary.  

Studdert Kennedy (Woodbine Willie) called his verse, "Indifference".

What might ‘indifference’ look like in our society today?
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MY FRENCH CONNECTION
by Louise Boyd

My grandfather emigrated to Australia from Scotland before WW1.  
At the start of the war he joined the Australian army and was 
stationed in Le Havre, where he met my grandmother who was work-
ing in the family hotel.   They married but she refused to go to 
Australia as it was too far away. However, she agreed to live in Scot-
land, so he returned to the bosom of his family in Rothsay, Isle of 
Bute. Before he died he bought a house in Rouen so that my grand-
mother and their two daughters had somewhere to go back to in 
France. 

At the end of WW2 gran wanted to return to Rouen to visit her 
family. Given her family history, the Red Cross organised her visit at 
the end of hostilities and before the general public was allowed to 
visit. Despite mines in the channel, broken tanks in the streets and 
bodies still visible, she reached Rouen with the help of the American 
army and making part of her journey on a tank. Immediate family had 
survived and were delighted that she had brought them soap!

I have fond memories of that house in Rouen …counting the rabbits 
in the hutches to make sure that they were not on the menu that 
night, using the dry toilet at the bottom of the garden, fabulous 
family get-togethers, with singing and story-telling encouraging me to 
learn French as I didn’t want to miss anything, collecting the eggs and 
feeding the chickens, out-door concerts with the neighbours.

Great-Aunt Adrianne lived in the house until she moved to a nursing 
home. When the house was sold, we purchased a car and caravan 
and began our adventures touring in France. With a family of five, 
which included my mum, we were able to provide our own accom-
modation and not be a burden when visiting. Campsites were used 
but we often parked in a garden or on the driveway. 

FOOD BANKS AND POVERTY
by John Martin

On Christmas Eve Doreen thanked us for supporting the Food Bank. 
Our generosity had contributed to 37 parcels for families in the 
community, who will have had a better Christmas and will know that 
someone is thinking about them. I hope that someone remembered to 
thank Doreen. Generosity is at the heart of the Christian Gospel. How-
ever chatting to our editor, Rachel, after Christmas she asked me if this 
"generosity" was the last word for people of faith? Rachel encourages 
thinking. This is mine.

First I believe we need to recognise there is a problem. There seems 
to be a dearth of official data. In 2016 the Food Foundation think tank 
estimated that 4.7 million people aged over 15 were severely food-in-
secure, meaning they were too poor to afford enough food and some-
times went without. A further 3.7 million were classed as 
moderately food-insecure. The data had been gathered by the UN. In 
April 2017 an all-party Parliamentary group on hunger reported that 
about 3 million UK children were at an increased risk from hunger in 
the school holidays when they no longer received free school lunches. 
In June 2017 a UNICEF report found one in five UK children suffer from 
food-insecurity.

There is a strong tendency amongst some of us human beings to 
blame victims for their own suffering. In this case the evidence is 
against us. In February 2014 the report on food aid commissioned by 
DEFRA (Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) found 
that people generally only turn to food banks in desperation, 
refuting claims that food aid users commonly accept free food just so 
as to have extra money for other purchases. Later 43 Christian lead-
ers (including 27 Anglican bishops) claimed that cutbacks and failures 
in the benefits system were driving people to food banks. At the end 
of 2014 Archbishop Justin Welby spoke of meeting a family at a food 
bank. The father had a job. He and the mother had been skipping 
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The caravan has allowed us to maintain the family connections through 
regular visits to several branches of the family. Initially we stayed in the 
north near Rouen but when a cousin moved to a Provencal village near 
Toulon we journeyed south. We spent 17 delightful years holidaying 
in the large garden at Le Beausset living independently but within the 
family circle.  A typical Sunday would see us at table, under the trees, as 
part of a family of 25, followed by a welcome siesta!!  It was here that 
we set the world record for time at table in one day…. breakfast 1 hr, 
lunch 4.5hrs, dinner 2.5 hrs. This, of course, included time for aperitif. 
Another cousin lived in Mongeron (a suburb of Paris) and leaving the 
caravan in the garden we were able to visit  the sights of Paris.

I
A family gathering

KIRKCUDBRIGHT OPENS ITS DOORS TO FAIRTRADE
Fairtrade Fortnight – 26th February to 11th March

Coffee Morning: Saturday 24th February, 10am -12 noon, 
Parish Church Hall 

This Fairtrade Fortnight, stand with producers like Marcial
 to close the door on exploitation.

It’s a scandalous reality that 
millions of farmers and workers 
are still not earning enough to 
support themselves and their 
families despite working hard 
to provide the products we buy 
and enjoy every day.
 
Unfairness in global trade is rooted in centuries of exploitation. Yet 
across the globe, Marcial and hard-working producers like him are 
fighting for a fair deal, supported by Fairtrade, earning their way 
out of poverty and transforming their communities

'Before joining Fairtrade we didn't see any benefits, development 
or profit. The price we received per box wasn't enough to cover 
our costs - and for 17 years it didn't change. Since starting with 
Fairtrade, it's made a mega-revolution in our lives.'
 Marcial Quintero, Coobana

The Fairtrade Premium is like a miracle to us, it comes directly into 
our hands. It is an acknowledgement of our work, of what we are 
capable of and who we are.  It is so important to us, thank you! 
Justine Watalunga, coffee farmer and chair of a women’s group that 
runs an orphanage, nursery and primary school in Uganda.
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In  our travels through France we have had some fascinating, if 
unsettling, journeys. During one of the many strikes, roads were 
partially blocked by lorries and we had to negotiate our way 
through the parked trucks, not to mention driving over a round-
about! The petrol strike found us in a small mountain village 
looking for fuel, talking rugby; being Scottish helped us to top up 
beyond the 10 litres allowed by the department.

When our girls became teenagers we found a good beach camp-
site near Beziers with entertainment and other young people. 
This has become like a second home to me and we moved from 
camping to glamping. We live mostly outdoors in the warm sun-
shine surrounded by many friends who, like us, come back year 
after year. 

We use the Euro tunnel and the toll roads in France provide 
an excellent means of moving round the country.  Technology 
allows us to roll up to the payage, drive through slowly and the 
toll is paid directly from my bank account. We cross bridges that 
can fit the Eiffel tower underneath, climb mountain passes in 
the slow lane and cross vast plains using cruise control.

As we land on French soil I say to John “Can smell that we’re in 
France? “ Vive la difference!

ST. MICHAEL'S GIRLS' SCHOOL, MALAWI
by Rose Chikambi, Headmistress

The school is pleased to inform you that the money sent electroni-
cally to the school's bank account arrived safely. We bought fish to 
supplement the budget for the boarders and the girls really 
appreciated your kind gesture. May God bless you abundantly. 

2017 has been a wonderful year at this school because out of the 
133 girls who sat the National Examinations in year 4, 130 passed 
with good grades. One girl managed to get 6 distinctions which is 
a great achievement for our school. She comes from a very poor 
family but is very intelligent. In December, our Parent Teacher 
Association organised an event for the girls who did very well in 
their exams and the teachers who produced good grades in their 
subjects. But everybody, including support staff, teaching staff and 
students received gifts from them as a way of encouraging them 
to work hard. It was a wonderful event.

All students have gone home for two weeks’ Christmas holiday. 
Second term started on 8th January. The teachers are busy mark-
ing their papers so that school reports can be sent to parents in 
good time. It is rainy season here and raining daily. Farmers are 
busy in their maize gardens.

On behalf of the school I wish you a happy and prosperous 2018. 
We pray that you will live to celebrate many more years of love, 
happiness, good health and above all, God's Blessings.
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In  our travels through France we have had some fascinating, if 
unsettling, journeys. During one of the many strikes, roads were 
partially blocked by lorries and we had to negotiate our way 
through the parked trucks, not to mention driving over a round-
about! The petrol strike found us in a small mountain village 
looking for fuel, talking rugby; being Scottish helped us to top up 
beyond the 10 litres allowed by the department.

When our girls became teenagers we found a good beach camp-
site near Beziers with entertainment and other young people. 
This has become like a second home to me and we moved from 
camping to glamping. We live mostly outdoors in the warm sun-
shine surrounded by many friends who, like us, come back year 
after year. 

We use the Euro tunnel and the toll roads in France provide 
an excellent means of moving round the country.  Technology 
allows us to roll up to the payage, drive through slowly and the 
toll is paid directly from my bank account. We cross bridges that 
can fit the Eiffel tower underneath, climb mountain passes in 
the slow lane and cross vast plains using cruise control.

As we land on French soil I say to John “Can smell that we’re in 
France? “ Vive la difference!

ST. MICHAEL'S GIRLS' SCHOOL, MALAWI
by Rose Chikambi, Headmistress

The school is pleased to inform you that the money sent electroni-
cally to the school's bank account arrived safely. We bought fish to 
supplement the budget for the boarders and the girls really 
appreciated your kind gesture. May God bless you abundantly. 

2017 has been a wonderful year at this school because out of the 
133 girls who sat the National Examinations in year 4, 130 passed 
with good grades. One girl managed to get 6 distinctions which is 
a great achievement for our school. She comes from a very poor 
family but is very intelligent. In December, our Parent Teacher 
Association organised an event for the girls who did very well in 
their exams and the teachers who produced good grades in their 
subjects. But everybody, including support staff, teaching staff and 
students received gifts from them as a way of encouraging them 
to work hard. It was a wonderful event.

All students have gone home for two weeks’ Christmas holiday. 
Second term started on 8th January. The teachers are busy mark-
ing their papers so that school reports can be sent to parents in 
good time. It is rainy season here and raining daily. Farmers are 
busy in their maize gardens.

On behalf of the school I wish you a happy and prosperous 2018. 
We pray that you will live to celebrate many more years of love, 
happiness, good health and above all, God's Blessings.
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The caravan has allowed us to maintain the family connections through 
regular visits to several branches of the family. Initially we stayed in the 
north near Rouen but when a cousin moved to a Provencal village near 
Toulon we journeyed south. We spent 17 delightful years holidaying 
in the large garden at Le Beausset living independently but within the 
family circle.  A typical Sunday would see us at table, under the trees, as 
part of a family of 25, followed by a welcome siesta!!  It was here that 
we set the world record for time at table in one day…. breakfast 1 hr, 
lunch 4.5hrs, dinner 2.5 hrs. This, of course, included time for aperitif. 
Another cousin lived in Mongeron (a suburb of Paris) and leaving the 
caravan in the garden we were able to visit  the sights of Paris.

I
A family gathering

KIRKCUDBRIGHT OPENS ITS DOORS TO FAIRTRADE
Fairtrade Fortnight – 26th February to 11th March

Coffee Morning: Saturday 24th February, 10am -12 noon, 
Parish Church Hall 

This Fairtrade Fortnight, stand with producers like Marcial
 to close the door on exploitation.

It’s a scandalous reality that 
millions of farmers and workers 
are still not earning enough to 
support themselves and their 
families despite working hard 
to provide the products we buy 
and enjoy every day.
 
Unfairness in global trade is rooted in centuries of exploitation. Yet 
across the globe, Marcial and hard-working producers like him are 
fighting for a fair deal, supported by Fairtrade, earning their way 
out of poverty and transforming their communities

'Before joining Fairtrade we didn't see any benefits, development 
or profit. The price we received per box wasn't enough to cover 
our costs - and for 17 years it didn't change. Since starting with 
Fairtrade, it's made a mega-revolution in our lives.'
 Marcial Quintero, Coobana

The Fairtrade Premium is like a miracle to us, it comes directly into 
our hands. It is an acknowledgement of our work, of what we are 
capable of and who we are.  It is so important to us, thank you! 
Justine Watalunga, coffee farmer and chair of a women’s group that 
runs an orphanage, nursery and primary school in Uganda.
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MY FRENCH CONNECTION
by Louise Boyd

My grandfather emigrated to Australia from Scotland before WW1.  
At the start of the war he joined the Australian army and was 
stationed in Le Havre, where he met my grandmother who was work-
ing in the family hotel.   They married but she refused to go to 
Australia as it was too far away. However, she agreed to live in Scot-
land, so he returned to the bosom of his family in Rothsay, Isle of 
Bute. Before he died he bought a house in Rouen so that my grand-
mother and their two daughters had somewhere to go back to in 
France. 

At the end of WW2 gran wanted to return to Rouen to visit her 
family. Given her family history, the Red Cross organised her visit at 
the end of hostilities and before the general public was allowed to 
visit. Despite mines in the channel, broken tanks in the streets and 
bodies still visible, she reached Rouen with the help of the American 
army and making part of her journey on a tank. Immediate family had 
survived and were delighted that she had brought them soap!

I have fond memories of that house in Rouen …counting the rabbits 
in the hutches to make sure that they were not on the menu that 
night, using the dry toilet at the bottom of the garden, fabulous 
family get-togethers, with singing and story-telling encouraging me to 
learn French as I didn’t want to miss anything, collecting the eggs and 
feeding the chickens, out-door concerts with the neighbours.

Great-Aunt Adrianne lived in the house until she moved to a nursing 
home. When the house was sold, we purchased a car and caravan 
and began our adventures touring in France. With a family of five, 
which included my mum, we were able to provide our own accom-
modation and not be a burden when visiting. Campsites were used 
but we often parked in a garden or on the driveway. 

FOOD BANKS AND POVERTY
by John Martin

On Christmas Eve Doreen thanked us for supporting the Food Bank. 
Our generosity had contributed to 37 parcels for families in the 
community, who will have had a better Christmas and will know that 
someone is thinking about them. I hope that someone remembered to 
thank Doreen. Generosity is at the heart of the Christian Gospel. How-
ever chatting to our editor, Rachel, after Christmas she asked me if this 
"generosity" was the last word for people of faith? Rachel encourages 
thinking. This is mine.

First I believe we need to recognise there is a problem. There seems 
to be a dearth of official data. In 2016 the Food Foundation think tank 
estimated that 4.7 million people aged over 15 were severely food-in-
secure, meaning they were too poor to afford enough food and some-
times went without. A further 3.7 million were classed as 
moderately food-insecure. The data had been gathered by the UN. In 
April 2017 an all-party Parliamentary group on hunger reported that 
about 3 million UK children were at an increased risk from hunger in 
the school holidays when they no longer received free school lunches. 
In June 2017 a UNICEF report found one in five UK children suffer from 
food-insecurity.

There is a strong tendency amongst some of us human beings to 
blame victims for their own suffering. In this case the evidence is 
against us. In February 2014 the report on food aid commissioned by 
DEFRA (Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) found 
that people generally only turn to food banks in desperation, 
refuting claims that food aid users commonly accept free food just so 
as to have extra money for other purchases. Later 43 Christian lead-
ers (including 27 Anglican bishops) claimed that cutbacks and failures 
in the benefits system were driving people to food banks. At the end 
of 2014 Archbishop Justin Welby spoke of meeting a family at a food 
bank. The father had a job. He and the mother had been skipping 
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REFLECTIONS ON ECUMENISM

What do we mean by Ecumenism? 

The dictionary defines the meaning as a movement promoting unity 
among Christian churches or denominations. The Vatican II Catholics 
tried to promote ecumenism, including a dialogue with other faiths, 
which could be between Muslims and Christians. In this country 
we talk about ecumenism in terms of Christian denominations, but 
really have little to show for it. We join in a week of Christian Unity 
with one or two events during the week.

The four churches in Gatehouse have a committee when we organise 
a few services together. At Christmas we made and distributed a card 
round Gatehouse with all the services listed, but it really accentu-
ated the fact that we all worship separately. There were no services 
together in one building. During Lent each church takes it in turn 
to make soup for an ecumenical lunch. Sadly our congregations are 
dwindling, our buildings are costly to maintain and it must make 
sense to join up, even if different denominations meet at different 
times in the same building. To have different buildings used once a 
week for one hour does not seem viable long term. 

It would be good if we could get together more and discuss our 
mutual problems. What is the way forward for our churches? How 
are we going to attract younger members? Do we need to meet in 
church? The first Christians met in each other’s houses. These are 
just a few reflections. Hopefully we can share some ideas.

Janet Hannay
Gatehouse Churches Together
Representative

meals to have more for the child. The Mail on Sunday and the Telegraph 
quoted the Archbishop: "They were treated with respect, even love by 
the volunteers from local churches. But they were hungry, and ashamed 
to be hungry." Shortly afterwards the all-party Parliamentary report (De-
cember 2014) also said that the key reasons for the rise of  hunger in the 
UK included delays in paying benefits and welfare sanctions. It pointed 
out that in contrast to the first few decades after World War II, poor 
people's incomes stopped rising in line with increased costs for housing, 
utility bills and food.

Hunger and poor diet can be catastrophic for the development of growing 
children. Affordable housing, a viable health service, social services, 
education and employment all have a bearing on the situation, but 
ultimately we depend on each other, the members of our society. Are we 
or are we not determined to change people's experience? Are Christians 
responsible for seeking to challenge what our nation will tolerate for its 
fellow citizens? Almost a century ago Studdert Kennedy was asking a 
similar question. Some of you will recognise what he wrote:

When Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged Him on a tree.
They drave great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary:
They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep,
For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was cheap.

When Jesus came to Birmingham they simply passed Him by,
They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die;
For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain,
They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the rain.

Still Jesus cried, "Forgive them, for they know not what they do,"
And still it rained the wintry rain that drenched Him through and through:
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see,
And Jesus crouched against a wall and cried for Calvary.  

Studdert Kennedy (Woodbine Willie) called his verse, "Indifference".

What might ‘indifference’ look like in our society today?
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being a way forward which results in new life (Ruth gives birth to 
a child) not only for them but for the whole people of Israel, 
because the child will be the ancestor of king David – and even for 
the three men who died at the beginning of the story but whose 
names reappear at the end of it. God can help us to cope with the 
painful challenge of outliving those we love in such a way that, 
as Raymond Tallis puts it, we can pay tribute to the past without 
mortgaging the future.

But there may be things we can do now, such as asking myself: 
what helped me cope when X. died? Is this something I could talk 
about with a friend or family member? And most of all: we could 
pray, every day, for grace never, ever, to take for granted those we 
love while they are still with us.

REFRESHING STREAMS - A Place of Encounter
An invitation to come away awhile, to be still, to notice what gives 
you life and to discover new ways of being.

Facilitated by Rachel Inglis and Mary McHugh (elder in the 
Kirkcudbright Parish Church), this time of quiet reflection will offer 
creative ways of praying and a safe space for gentle sharing of our 
experiences.

Suitable both for those who are new to the whole experience of 
reflective prayer (but would like to try it in a supportive space) and 
those who would like to deepen their experience.

If you feel in a rut spiritually or are looking for something new, why 
not come along and try it?

Dates: 2-4.30 pm, Saturdays 24th February and 24th March, at the 
RC Church hall, Kirkcudbright.

For more information and to book: www.aigfois.co.uk or email 
Rachel: info@aigfois.co.uk

Ruth and Naomi, St James Anglican Church, Halifax, Novia Scotia
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Liz Cutler reviews THE FIRE MAKER by Peter May 
(available from Amazon)

This is the first in a series of six about a Chinese detective. Although 
a crime novel, I realised there was another story running paral-
lel about the different traditions in different countries, China and 
America.

The main characters are Li Yan, a detective in major crimes and Dr 
Margaret Campbell a forensic scientist who has come to Beijing to 
give lectures to students. It isn’t long before they meet when 
Margaret is asked to do the autopsy on a very badly burned victim. 
She is a person who knows her own mind. She is forthright in her 
views and hadn’t taken time to read the literature sent to her about 
China, its customs and etiquette. 

The Cultural Revolution was something she meant to read up on but 
surely it was all in the past? How wrong she was. She found that the 
Chinese people still lived in the shadow of Chairman Mao. Li Yan‘s 
mother, an intelligent woman who had crossed the government, 
had been sent to the institution for correction from which she never 
returned. Li Yan is always looking over his shoulder, still afraid of 
offending people.

As the story progresses these two adults, of course, fall for one 
another. What could be simpler than them getting married? This 
is China not America. A policeman in China cannot marry a person 
from a different country and stay in post.

As I neared the end of the book, I ordered the second in the series 
to find out more about the cultural differences between these 
countries. Margaret has a lot to learn about the people she is now 
living with, and so do I. The crime story was interesting to! 

THE ART OF OUTLIVING
by Gordon Mursell

It is very likely that you who are reading this will have had to come to 
terms with outliving someone you love. It is even more likely that no 
one gave you much help or advice about how to do this. In his won-
derful book about facing death, the medical doctor and philosopher 
Raymond Tallis writes about himself (although he refers to himself as 
“he”):

“The deaths of people close to him had required of him that 
he should learn the art of outliving: a seemingly small part of 
the art of living, but it was a special challenge to learn how to 
remember and not to be paralyzed by memory; to know the size 
of another’s death without being diminished by it; to feel the 
loss but not to be eaten from within by loss; to pay tribute to the 
past without mortgaging the future” 
(The Black Mirror, 2015, p280). 

Outliving a parent or grandparent is hard enough; but outliving some-
one younger than you is harder still, because you probably didn’t 
expect to have to do it. The Gospel of John has the moving description 
of Jesus’ mother and closest friend keeping him company together as 
he died on the cross (Jn 19:25-27). Before he dies, Jesus invites them 
into a new relationship with each other (“Woman, here is your son”… 
“Here is your mother”) – as though to say “You still have a life to live 
even when I’m not here, and I want you to help each other work out 
what that new life will feel like.” When you outlive someone, you have 
to find “the next available you” – different from the old “you” and yet 
somehow recognizably the same. 

Another beautiful story about outliving is in the Book of Ruth, when 
Naomi loses both her husband and her two sons and is left with Ruth, 
one of her daughters-in-law, to find a way forward and to learn how 
to outlive those they’ve lost. You can read the story for yourself. What 
is so moving is the way these two bereaved women gently bring into   
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Galloway Regional Council AGM
St. John's, Dumfries, 21st November 2017

The meeting began with a celebration of the Eucharist. This was 
followed by lunch and time to socialise.

A presentation was given by Rev'd Canon Dr Anne Tomlinson, 
Principal of the Scottish Episcopal Institute. The Institute is sup-
porting the next generation of congregational leaders.

The church is thinking about future leadership and encouraging 
candidates, especially those in their twenties and thirties, to train 
for ordained leadership. With such leaders, it hopes to 'grow 
younger churches' and provide a pool of clergy who, in time, 
can move into senior leadership. This means studying at one of 
the ancient Scottish Universities in conjunction with formational 
weekends and placements spent, not only with a congregation in 
a church, but also in prisons, education, missions, and as street 
pastors, before moving on to a stipendiary curacy into a church 
where they are really needed. Because of the distances between 
the seven dioceses, lectures and discussions are sometimes 
conducted via Skype. One possible scheme, as part of training, 
is for a candidate to do paid work for a church for part of a week 
while studying for the other days. 

The hope is to train candidates to provide the church with a pool 
of clergy with experience. One of the possible ways of fulfilling 
that hope is that congregations might support the future of the 
church by inviting ordinands to preach one Sunday; Dr Tomlinson 
suggested Vocations Sunday, which is the Fourth Sunday of East-
er, known as 'Good Shepherd Sunday'. After ten minutes of group 
discussion about suggested qualities expected of candidates, the 
presentation concluded.

                                                                                 continued page 20

often churches seem ambivalent about their own heritage and re-
sponsibilities in the community. Incidentally the children themselves 
are keen about the simple bible stories we present; they are so full of 
the drama of life and relevant to their everyday experience. 

Some people feel churches should not be involved in schools at all. 
Sadly these same persons query hospital, armed forces and work-
place chaplaincies. I was an Industrial Chaplain and Merchant Navy 
Padre for seventeen years and it was workers and seafarers them-
selves who vocalised their desire to have a church presence avail-
able. There is a wonderful “Punch” cartoon from the mid nineteenth 
century showing a fat Anglican vicar and an equally non-appealing 
black-gowned Non-conformist minister doing battle over doctrinal 
niceties whilst the children looked on fearfully --- and neglected. So 
we do NOT go into schools to establish our rights but to serve our 
responsibilities. The three main churches are agreed that we teach 
the fundamentals of the Christian faith as opposed to denomina-
tional teachings (which we can easily deliver in our own churches), in 
a lively and child -friendly manner.  Very correctly we answer the just 
concerns of the current climate in regard to child safety when all the 
clergy undertake the strict Scottish police check procedures.

I worked in the Netherlands for four years. This is a nation with a rich 
Christian heritage whose liberal ideals have blessed the world. Sadly 
a fierce secular agenda means liberalism has become dogmatism, 
and hardly any schools have even a slight Christian presence. Ironi-
cally the multi-culturalism would enhance the situation by permit-
ting, say, Muslim or Jewish presence alongside a Christian presence. 
Alas the Dutch churches have largely accepted the status quo and 
done nothing about it! Concurrent with this were the huge difficul-
ties I and other ministers experienced in hospital visits and port 
chaplaincy. Could this happen in Scotland? Yes! Use it or lose it!  

Stephen Hazlett
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

JUST A MOMENT
Thursdays from 11-11.15 am in 
Greyfriars Church
A moment of quiet prayer 
together. All are welcome.

CHURCH, COMMUNITY, AND CHILDREN 

I am pleased that we now take assemblies and serve chap-
laincy teams in four local schools: Kirkcudbright Academy, and 
Kirkcudbright, Gatehouse, and Twynholm Primary Schools. In 
addition we now have a regular Sunday School in Greyfriars, and 
the children of Gatehouse descended upon St. Mary’s to enthusias-
tically help decorate the church for Harvest. 

It has been said of 
both rural post offices 
and branch railway 
lines “Use them or 
lose them”. The same 
applies to children and 
the church. For years 
it was assumed, espe-
cially in God- fearing 
Scotland that the 
church has a good and 
nice relationship with the local schools. 
Yet in many communities even the tenuous link has snapped. It is 
not an exaggeration to say that OUR generation must act if we are 
to have even a broad Christian influence on this generation. Ironi-
cally we are knocking at an open door. John Riley, 
principal of Gatehouse PS, is so pleased with the local clergy 
taking assemblies that he also is keen we cover Twynholm PS. We 
do this on an ecumenical basis.  David Stevens, head-teacher of 
Kirkcudbright PS and active member of St Ninian’s, CD, has enthu-
siastically encouraged our presence at his school.  We have also 
worked closely with the excellent choir of Kirkcudbright Academy.

All of this may seem very new, yet it is an old tradition of churches 
and schools linked in educating children in the broad approach 
of moral and religious learning. We would not dream of ceasing 
Sunday worship because numbers are small, or interest low, yet so 

The rector taking assembly
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BISHOP’S VISIT - 4th February 

The Rt. Rev. Gregor Duncan, bishop of 
Glasgow & Galloway, will visit our linked 
churches on Sunday 4th February and 
take the services in St. Mary’s at the 
usual time of 9.30 am, and the slightly 
later time of 11.15 am in Greyfriars. This 
will be followed by a bring-and-share 
lunch in Kirkcudbright around 1pm to 
which both congregations are invited. 
For details see the notices in each 
church and the website.

Continued from page 18:
As part of the AGM members were invited to comment on their annual 
report. A written report from St. Mary's was submitted to the council 
prior to the meeting.
Barbara McFarlane
Lay Representative, St. Mary's Gatehouse of Fleet

Commissioner and prolific spiritual author, wrote this:

Today Lord, I will enjoy Your world. Many times I wander through the 
hours busy with this and that, but not absorbing my surroundings. To-
day is going to be different! Today I pledge myself to enjoy colour and 
tone, sound and smell, light and shade, taste and touch, shape and 
texture. What a lot of good things this old world holds!

Easter is early this year, 1st April. We will publish the services for this 
and Holy Week on the website and on the weekly pewsheets. We 
have a lot of beautiful living to do before then!

**************************************

LINK MAGAZINE
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - £10
The annual subscription to receive the LINK Magazine is due. The 
magazine is an essential publication to the vibrant life of our two 
churches.
I should be grateful if you would make your payment as soon as pos-
sible to your respective Church Treasurer. Please also let them know if 
you would like the magazine to be sent to you if you are unable to col-
lect it from church. Thank you.
Stephen D. Hazlett
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R E A D I N G S

4 February 2018
  Proverbs 8:1.22-31
  Colossians 1:15-20
  John 1:1-14
  
11th February 2018
  2 Kings 2:1-12
  2 Corinthians 4:3-6
  Mark 9:2-9
  
18th February 2018
  Genesis 9:8-17
  1 Peter 3:18-22
  Mark 1:9-15

25th February 2018
  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
  Romans 4:13-25
  Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9

4th March 2018
  Exodus 20:1-17
  1 Corinthians 1:18-25
  John 2:13-22

11th March 2018
  Exodus 2:1-10 or 1 Samuel 1:20-28
  2 Corinthians 1:3-7
  or Colossians 3:12-17
  Luke 2:33-35 or John 19:25b-27
    
18th March 2018
  Jeremiah 31:31-34
  Hebrews 5:5-10
  John 12:20-33

25th March 2018
  Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16
  Isaiah 50:4-9a
  Philippians 2:5-11
  Passion, Mark 14:1-15:47 
  or Mark 15:1-39(40-47)

“O Holy Spirit, you are the mighty way in which every 
thing that is in the heavens, on the earth, and under the 
earth, is penetrated with connectedness, penetrated 
with relatedness.” —Hildegard of Bingen

FROM THE RECTOR

God in the Ordinary 

The older I become the more I appreciate order. 
Unfortunately that order is often disturbed not 
by noisy children (I don’t mind that), barking 
dogs (we now have a lovely wee dachshund 
called Sidney who only barks when he needs 
to), or even call centres who only ever try to sell me what I will never 
need, so I can ignore them - but by my own frustrating forgetfulness. 

There is a wonderful antidote to this creeping age problem called the 
church calendar with its ordered seasons which never change and 
synchronise beautifully with the changing year. Even if we forget, God 
does not. Moreover He is order personified. From earliest times the 
Church has known good order, gathering on Sundays to celebrate the 
Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is why we are called Chris-
tians. 

Beginning with Advent, with its emphasis on dark transforming into 
light, we look forward to the wonder of Christmas. Now we are in 
Epiphany which lasts until Lent, a holy season of preparation for the 
miracle of Easter and its life-giving gift of life over death. This is soon 
followed by the Ascension and the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the birth 
of the Church, at Pentecost. After Epiphany and Pentecost the church 
observes liturgically long weeks of what we call “Ordinary time”. This 
does not equate with boring; in this period we explore other great 
themes such as Creation and the Environment, and the recognition of 
many of the saints’ lives which we celebrate at our mid-week services 
in both churches.

God in the ordinary, in the everyday, is actually an exciting prospect. In 
her book God in My Everyday,  Flora Larsson, a former Salvation Army 
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Susan Davies      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Grant  Oliver       
Vestry Members  Mr James Burkett, Dr Mike Moore
         Mr Robert Reddaway
    Ms Drostie Tame
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                      Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
    Mrs Vivien Dania  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Mr Richard Durling
Secretary   Mrs Laura  Durling
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Ms Dee Du Rose
    Mr Richard Durling
    Mrs Janet Hannay
    
    
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Mary Ashmore  
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Laura Durling
E: girthonoldmanse@btinternet.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Mary Ashmore

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  If you have an idea for an article or book review, do please let us 
know.  A copy of all material for the magazine should be sent to both  
editors. 

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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The rector and head-teacher David Stephens receiving gifts from 
the school to Stewartry Food Bank at Christmas


