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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR SERVICES AND EVENTS

Advent Sunday, 2nd December
9.30 am - Sung Eucharist at St. Mary’s
11 am – Sung Eucharist at Greyfriars, including presentation of gifts for 
children and teens                                                                                             

“Winter Wonderland” 8th December
10 am onwards in Parish Hall, Kirkcudbright. Santa, festive stalls, etc. 
organised by Greyfriars

Christmas Eve, 24th December
5 pm - Lessons & Carols, followed by mulled wine & mince pies at St 
Mary’s
11.15 pm - Midnight Communion by candlelight at Greyfriars

Christmas Day, 25th December
9.30 am - Sung Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
11 am – Sung Eucharist at Greyfriars

First Sunday of Christmas, 30th December
9.30am - Sung Eucharist at St. Mary’s
11 am – Sung Eucharist at Greyfriars 

Epiphany, 6th January
9.30 am - Holy Baptism & Eucharist at St. Mary’s
11 am - Sung Eucharist at Greyfriars

N.B. There will be no service in St. Mary’s on Wednesday 26th December                                       
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Doreen Blackadder      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Anthony Bird       
Vestry Members  Mr John Boyd  
    Dr Mike Moore          
    Mr Robert Reddaway
    Mr Randall Roy Rushingham
    Ms Drostie Tame
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                       Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 
Sunday School   Ms Drostie Tame & Rosemarie Main
Sunday School is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Lady Beverley Vaux 
Secretary   Mrs Vivien Millner
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Mrs Janet Hannay
    Mrs Sally-Ann Madeley      Dr John Morton
    Miss Pene Richmond          Mrs Judy Samways
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Catherine Keye  
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Mrs Vivien Millner
E: vivienmvestry@gmail.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Alec Blackadder
Other photographs provided by Alec Blackadder, Rachel Inglis, 
Mary Ashmore, Jane Richardson

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

2nd December 2018
  Jeremiah 33:14-16
  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
  Luke 21:25-36

9th December2018
  Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4
  Philippians 1;3-11
  Luke 3:1-6
    
16th December 2018
  Zephaniah 3:14-20
  Philippians 4:4-7
  Luke 3:7-18

23rd December 2018
  Micah 5:2-5a
  Hebrews 10:5-10
  Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

25th December 2018
  Isaiah 52:7-10
  Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)
  John 1:1-14

30th December 2018
  1st Samuel 2:18-20,26
  Colossians 3:12-17
  Luke 2:41-52

Being ‘born again’ doesn’t mean becoming someone else, but 
becoming who I am truly meant to be. (Thomas Merton)

A Christmas to Remember

I always find the period from summer to New Year 
flies by; Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, Advent and 
Christmas run busily by almost colliding into one 
another. Then January arrives; dreich, barren and 
potentially joyless after the fireworks and bagpipes 
of Hogmanay!

However this year is different. Remembrance Sunday commemorated 
the signing of the Armistice and the end of the First World War a cen-
tury ago. In our joint congregations we celebrated as well as remem-
bered; a concert featuring period music and prose in Gatehouse organ-
ised by RBLS, the ecumenical services in Gatehouse and Kirkcudbright, 
and a moving choral Evensong in Greyfriars featuring Great War local 
composer Cecil Coles. [see pages 11-12 of the magazine] Even the 
soldiers on the Western Front celebrated - not the war, which by De-
cember 1914 had castigated all previous notions of glory - but Christ-
mas. That Christmas of 1914 when British, French, and German troops 
bravely left their trenches and to the sound of carols and the taste of 
shared goodies made history and created a symbol of peace and hope 
that the world has seldom seen before or since.
  
Here’s a thought for Christmas. To be honest, sometimes the commer-
cial Christmas can be a daunting prospect, even tinselled bankruptcy, 
or an ongoing family feud made worse by unrealistic expectancies. 
Why not a return to basics? Let the Christmas services work their 
peace deep inside us as we hear and believe the familiar truths and 
sing from our hearts the assuring words. If Christmas can be meaning-
ful in the extreme circumstances of Flanders’ mud and danger, it can 
be meaningful in our homes in Gatehouse or Kirkcudbright or wher-
ever we spend Christmas and the New Year. [See back page for details 
of Christmas services.]
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

The angel said to them “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people.” St. Luke 2:10.

A very happy Christmas and peaceful New Year to us all.

THE LINK MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION IS NOW DUE

The annual subscription for the LINK is £10 for 6 copies.  We would ask 
you to give or send your subscription to the treasurer of your respec-
tive church by 31st January 2019.

The magazine has become an essential publication to the vibrant life 
of our two churches. As well as being read by regular members, and 
their friends and families, spare copies are always available for visitors 
to take away.

In truth, even if everyone paid the subscription, the total we would 
receive doesn’t cover the actual cost of production. However, since 
Stephen became our rector he has used it as an outreach to both our 
communities, distributing many of the spare copies to businesses, 
retirement/care homes, and the many individuals he visits pastorally. 

So, whilst the churches are happy to pay the shortfall, seeing it as 
another means of reaching out to and connecting with our communi-
ties, you can help to reduce this shortfall to the minimum by paying 
your subscription.

Thank you!
Rachel Inglis, Editor
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GALLOWAY REGIONAL COUNCIL REPORT
Held on 25th September 2018 at St John’s, Dumfries

The speaker was Dawn Allan who is Spiritual and Bereavement Lead 
and Confidential Staff Support NHS Dumfries and Galloway. In her 
training, she specialised in End of Life Care. From her manner of 
speaking and her presentation, she will certainly bring guidance and 
comfort to those with whom she has contact in a working capacity. 

Spiritual Care, usually in a one-to-one relationship, encompasses 
the meaning of life issues and the 'why' questions. It is completely 
Person Centred and makes no assumptions about personal belief, 
conviction or life orientation. Religious Care is ritual, prayer and wor-
ship. It is given in the context of shared religious beliefs, values, litur-
gies and lifestyle of a faith community. Spiritual Care is not neces-
sarily religious. Dawn then listed the 5 R's of Spirituality – Reason, 
Reflection, Religion, Relationship and Restoration.

For Bereavement Support to be effective one has to have examined 
one's own feelings and fears about death and loss. Our own sadness 
and despair, and so our empathy, will enhance the care we can give. 
In Staff Support there needs to be trust, no fear of conflict or lack of 
commitment and no avoidance of accountability. 

She spoke of patient confidentiality. Always ask if it is appropriate 
to visit – the patient might feel incapable of playing host, and ask 
yourself whose needs you are satisfying. There is no precedence for 
clergy on visiting unless requested by a patient. For further informa-
tion see: www.ncpc.org.uk.

Following this talk there were verbal reports from, The Special Dioc-
esan Synod, The Diocesan Council and from some charges.

Barbara McFarlane
Lay Representative, St.Mary's Gatehouse of Fleet

2018 REMEMBERED

Members of St Mary’s and Greyfriars were invited to write in a sentence 
what memorable event from 2018 stands out for them. The following 
shows the light and shade of life, the joys and heartaches, pleasures and 
difficulties which we have faced as a faith community. 

The comfort of experiencing an unexpected invasion of joy while facing 
loss, seemed to confirm Mother Julian's dictum - "All shall be well, and 
all manner of things shall be well".

My mum died.

I attended the internment of the ashes of a very great and humble man 
who I had been privileged to work with at Westminster Abbey, the Very 
Revd Wesley Carr KCVO Dean of Westminster 1997 - 2006. A Life of 
discovery.

Breaking my arm.

Moving to live with my cousin.

A group of close friends organised a dinner party for me in Guildford as 
part of my 70th birthday celebrations.

I turned 6 on January 18th.

Witnessing the sheer joy on a toddler's face at experiencing freedom in 
a park with the sun and breeze in her hair. She stood still with her eyes 
closed, head up facing the sun and squealed with delight.

I became a Sunday School teacher.

The joy of being present at the first communion service of my nine-year 
old granddaughter, Angela, in Seville, Spain.



17 6

FAIR TRADE FOR PEOPLE AND THE PLANET
By Rachel Inglis

In 1979 Traidcraft introduced fair trade to the UK. In early October 2018, 
news began to filter through that the company was in financial trouble, 
badly hit by fluctuating exchange rates as a result of Brexit. It seemed as 
if the inevitable would happen and it would cease trading. 

Traidcraft CEO, Robin Roth, said it was the receipt of hundreds of 
messages of support from shareholders, Fair Traders, fair trade shops, 
staff, suppliers, and producers that persuaded the board that their mis-
sion wasn’t over yet.

He writes: “Our Board is currently investigating a proposal which would 
mean Traidcraft is downsized, but transformed into a fair trade business 
of tomorrow – fit for purpose (and success) in the 21st century. Traidcraft 
would maintain its pioneering spirit, and seek to deliver greater transpar-
ency and added value to ethical consumers…..

“The Board believes that this transformation is possible…... A new model 
is being developed by internal staff and external advisors, and we hope 
to share our vision with [everyone] in the week commencing 5th Novem-
ber.”

Inevitably, he goes on, the company will have to downsize, and in the 
meantime the current staff have been formally served notice of redun-
dancy. This in turn will have an effect on producers but they are actively 
providing support to those most at risk. 

At the turn of Traidcraft’s 40th year they aim to continue working in new 
ways to make trade fairer for people and the planet. We can support 
them by continuing to buy their goods.

Fairtrade goods are sold in Greyfriars on the third Sunday of every 
month.

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY
By Tim Saxton

I first heard of Christians Against Poverty 
(CAP) when my youngest daughter went 
to work in their Bradford head office. Be-
ing keen to encourage her I became a Life 
Changer, which is someone who supports the work by making a regular 
financial contribution, and I received a book written by CAP’s founder, 
John Kirkby, with the welcome pack. 

‘Nevertheless’ is the story of his life; how he came to found the organi-
sation as a result of his own experiences of debt, and a God-given 
desire to help others who were in similar situations.  The charity doesn’t 
accept money from government or grant-giving organisations who place 
restrictions on their use, so they are free to not only give financial help 
but bring the good news of the gospel to people when appropriate.

CAP’s main work takes place around the country in Debt Centres, always 
based in churches, and staffed by local, usually part-time, 
people. A prospective client with money problems can phone the 
central 0800 328 0006 free phone number for help. If there is a CAP 
debt help service in their area, a trained CAP debt coach will visit, and 
after gently interviewing and supporting, will send all the person’s 
financial information to Bradford. There an expert team will analyse the 
situation and propose a way forward, aiming to get the person debt free 
by negotiating with creditors to accept manageable payments and stop 
interest and service charges. They set a budget while ensuring there is 
sufficient money to live on. Getting debt free may take several years of 
careful work. This service is free to the client.

When people who are in debt find that there is someone with experi-
ence who will befriend them and stand alongside during the often 
traumatic process of sorting debt and other contributory life issues out, 
the relief can be remarkable. This is even more so when they find Jesus 
in the process. I see this as carrying out one of the Bible’s recurring 
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SENSIBLE SHOES:  what to wear when going on a spiritual journey

‘Sensible Shoes’ by Sharon Garlough Brown is about the spiritual 
journeys of four women after they embark, with some trepidation, on a 
retreat being run in their hometown. Hannah, Meg, Mara and Charissa 
haven’t met before and they certainly haven’t taken part in anything 
quite like a retreat. The novel explores their deepening friendship as well 
as their individual inner journeys.

As a book group we will listen to each other’s responses to the novel; 
what resonates with us and which characters we relate to, chapter by 
chapter. We will also be introduced gently to the new ways of praying 
the characters experience in the book. 

Starting in the New Year, we will meet weekly from 12th January to 30th 
March, every Saturday from 2-4 pm, at 2 Castle Street, Kirkcudbright. 
Regular attendance isn’t obligatory, but it helps. 

If you’d like more information or to let us know you’d like to join the 
group, please contact Rachel Inglis: T: 01557 331548 or E: info@aigfois.
co.uk. Copies of the book are available from Rachel to buy (price: 
£10.54) or on loan for the duration of the group. Alternatively, you can 
find copies on Amazon and similar online book stores.

Becoming a full-time mum, overnight!

Our cruise. Met by the Boyds in Sete, South of France. Next stop, my 
dream, Monte Carlo.

In October sharing birthday celebrations with my brother-in-law and my 
sister.  Catching up with a friend and visiting her in her new home. 

The Greyfriars exhibition on notable Scottish women was well received.

Martin Luther and John Knox stained glass window at St Mary’s.
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flowers in phials of water or red and gold, like most of her 
friends but the ritual is well established; first the old-fashioned, 
multi-coloured lights are tested (a huge sigh of relief if they 
come on first go!) and then they are wrapped around the tree, 
close to the trunk, starting at the very top and hoping they don’t 
run out before the wrapping gets to the bottom and that there 
is still enough left to reach the plug socket. Then the tinsel is 
wound around the tree to disguise the flex and add sparkle and 
finally the baubles and other decorations are put on. A few of 
them are still left over from her own childhood and these are 
very precious, rather battered and very fragile - the sorrow of a 
breakage of one of these veterans is an annual minor poignant 
tragedy which adds to the heightened Christmas emotions. 

These fragile decorations and others which have been gifts from 
friends or bought on holidays, are put high up on the tree, in 
inaccessible places, together with the various decorations made, 
over the years, by her children and grandchildren, from dough, 
wool or paper. Round the bottom of the tree are hung less vul-
nerable or unbreakable baubles, so small visitors and large dogs 
will not cause any damage. The tree is then topped off with a 
large star and a fairy as well, to please everyone. When the chil-
dren were young, she used to put the tree inside the playpen, 
she remembers!

themes - to care for the poor and disadvantaged.

Other CAP activities are the CAP Money Course, Life Skills course, Job Club 
and Fresh Start.

I was particularly struck by the Money Course. The idea here is to help 
people understand their financial situation, and suggest ways of managing 
their money to avoid getting into debt. This again happens at the local level, 
and I went on a training course to become a debt money coach.

The free Money Course takes place over usually three sessions, and includes 
access to an online spreadsheet to visualise where the money is going, with 
some simple key principles for better financial management. I really enjoy 
giving the course and get great satisfaction from seeing people progress from 
sometimes being totally in the dark over their financial affairs to bringing 
them under control and understanding what they are spending their money 
on. CAP for me is Christianity in action, and to be able to be a part of it is a 
real privilege.

The first CAP Debt Centre in Dumfries and Galloway was opened in 2015 by 
Catriona Thomson. This is based in New Life Church Castle Douglas and 
covers the whole of the Stewartry ie postcodes DG5, 6 and 7. River of Life 
Church in Dumfries now run a debt centre and a Job Club. 

If you would like any more information Catriona is always happy to talk to 
people individually or in groups about this amazing and God-inspired minis-
try. 

Tim Saxton lives in Dalbeattie and is a member of the Galloway Christian 
Centre.
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE
By Beverley Vaux

Four days before Christmas, her younger daughter Emma had 
arrived with her boyfriend Peter and the first job was to go and get 
a Christmas tree. 

Coming from the city, he expected a trip into town and was amazed 
when boots and coats were donned, and they all sallied forth with 
thick gloves and armed with a large saw. “Where on earth are we 
going?” Peter asked. “To get the Christmas tree” was the reply as 
they all piled into the pick-up and the dog came too. 

A short journey up the road and the big decision had to be made; 
which tree from the thousands in the wood was the right one? It 
is always so difficult to envisage how big a tree in a forest will be 
when brought into the house. Every year the same argument took 
place; “that one is too tall”; “what about this one?”; “too wide - it 
will block the corridor” or “it’s too bushy - it will be impossible to 
decorate”. You would think experience would teach them some-
thing, but it doesn’t. 

Finally, after much robust discussion and wandering around, a deci-
sion is made. Will the tree be tall enough to come above the land-
ing railings in the stair well or will it be too tall and a bit have to be 
hacked off the bottom? Then there is the struggle with the saw and 
the staggering down the hill over rough ground carrying the tree, 
the effort to get the heaviest part into the pick-up and the slow ride 
home with the tree precariously balanced on the open tail gate 
with Emma and Peter and the dog steadying it, illegally. Now for 
the moment of truth, as they ease it through the front door, stand 
it upright and wedge it into an old waste paper basket with paper 
and a large brick to weight it down. 

Finally, the decorating of the tree… She often wishes they could 
have a designer-type tree - all white or decorated with real

UPDATE ON SCVS

On 31st July, representatives from many voluntary and not-for-profit 
organisations in the Stewartry attended a meeting about the future of the 
SCVS. This was of particular interest and concern to Greyfriars as we use 
their services regularly and would miss their presence very much.

Due to cuts in funding over the last 5 years and centralisation of the vol-
untary sector, SCVS had been finding itself increasingly squeezed financial-
ly. It became apparent during the presentation that the board had already 
taken the decision to wind up the company and sell the current building 
in Castle Street.  The board was at pains to stress that they were exploring 
as many avenues as possible to ensure that the charity part of SCVS would 
continue in some form. Kirkcudbright Development Trust had been asked 
if they could provide temporary accommodation should it be needed. 

At the moment, SCVS is continuing but have reduced their hours of open-
ing.

New Opening Hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am – 4pm. Friday: CLOSED

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIFE OF JOHN PHILIP

John Philip, husband of Margaret and dearly-loved member of St Mary’s 
Church, died peacefully on 1st November. We are sad at his passing but 
grateful for the gift of his life.

A Service of Thanksgiving for John will be held at 12 noon, 10th Decem-
ber in Gatehouse Parish Church. The service will be jointly led by Revd 
Stephen, Revd Vat Ott and members of the Philip family.
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A selection of 
jams, chutney, 
flavoured oils 
and vinegars, 
biscuits, tea, 
toffee and 
handmade 
chocolates 
and fudge are 
available in 
the Centre,

At the moment we are getting ready for Christmas. There are so 
many talented people in our area it is my pleasure to see their 
crafts, gifts and produce being appreciated by so many.  Definitely 
worth a visit!      

A selection of produce

Jane’s Blog
Jane Richardson

Two things caught my attention 
this morning. I was watching the 
dogs in their basket whilst having 
breakfast, and as I unscrewed the 
lid of the marmalade jar, it read on 
the other side, ‘Life is Sweet’.

The pup lay with her head on the older one, both asleep and content with 
life. The older dog is a remarkable bitch of eleven. When she was only 
three she had surgery on her back, twice, rescuing her from losing the use 
of her back legs. She has had full mobility since. 

Later, however, her brother was not so fortunate, and died of the same 
problem. She was bereft, but in time she regained her sense of fun, and 
her appetite!  

She adapted. 

From being one of two she became Queen Bee, until a young pup joined 
her. She never showed aggression, but neither, at first, did she display 
overt joy at this change in circumstance. 

Again, she adapted.  

As we listen to endless news bulletins on the Brexit saga, with myriad 
views and opinion from so many who claim to know the solution, I am 
reminded of this ability to adapt, and accept. 

Whatever the outcome, there will be tears and disappointment but should 
we hope for optimism also?  Should we too adapt? As the lid on the 
marmalade puts it, life is indeed sweet.  I am glad I had marmalade for 
breakfast.



13 10

HEART OF GALLOWAY INFORMATION CENTRE
By Steph Moore

In October 2017 Visit Scotland closed 
its Castle Douglas Office. Castle Doug-
las Development Forum decided that, 
with the help of some local volunteers, 
they could reopen the office as a Visitor 
Information Centre for tourists looking 
for things to do in the Galloway area. 
The Forum were also keen to promote 
local artists’ work and sell local produce 
and craft work in the Centre. The Centre 
reopened in May 2018 and is going from 
strength to strength under the leader-
ship of Sarah  Jane Allsopp. 

I first became aware of the Centre when “International Knit in Public 
Day” was held there. I was asked if I would be interested in volunteering 
for a few hours a week. My first training day was within a week. That was 
six months ago and I’m still enjoying meeting new people and listening 
to their stories as well as promoting the beautiful Galloway countryside 
and coastal areas.

I usually ‘work’ on Wednesday mornings but volunteers can work as 
much or as little as they like. Chores include arranging displays with 
items for sale, filling shelves with new stock - candles, cushions, hats, 
scarves, jewellery, jams, biscuits, oatcakes, local relish and marmalade 
and various cards and postcards. In addition to this we try to answer 
visitors’ questions on various topics e.g, ‘Where can I get a cup of coffee 
and take my dog with me?’ to ‘Do I have to pay to park my car?’ or ‘Can I 
book tickets for the theatre here?’

The Beltie Range:  Mugs, hats, toys, coasters, fridge magnets, 
handbags and cafetière cosies!

CHOOSE LIFE!  Rachel Inglis

I’ve been pondering the recent report by the UN Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) which warned that urgent, unprecedented 
changes are needed to keep global warming to a maximum of 1.5 degrees 
C; even half a degree beyond this, they claim, would significantly worsen 
the risks of drought, floods, extreme heat and poverty for hundreds of mil-
lions of people. Creation is interconnected and interdependent; thus the 
diminishment of one part of creation is the diminishment of all. This affects 
us directly.

Former President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, wrote recently:
“I don’t think as a human race that we can be so stupid that we can’t face 
an existential threat together and find a common humanity and solidarity 
to respond to it. Because we do have the capacity and the means to do it …. 
If we have the political will.” 

We humans face a choice: are we willing to adjust our lifestyles in order 
to reduce our environmental impact, or not? Deuteronomy 30:19 puts the 
choice starkly: “I have set before you life and death…..now choose life, so 
that you and your children may live.” 

I’d like to invite people in both churches who are interested in starting a 
dialogue about the link between environmental issues and our Christian 
faith, what practical action we can take both in our churches and in the 
home to reduce our environmental impact and how we might influence 
attitudes and take action in the local and global community on issues like 
climate change. 

The first step might be to find out what we all know and do about this 
already and begin to pool our resources. If this is something that concerns 
you and you’d like to meet with others to start a dialogue, please let me 
know!

“Ecology and spirituality are fundamentally connected because deep eco-
logical awareness, ultimately, is spiritual awareness.” Fritjo Capra
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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

For Remembrance Sunday, there was a very moving display of poppies in 
Greyfriars church created by Doreen Blackadder, with help from friends. 
Here she explains what inspired her:

I had this idea to do something special to commemorate the 100th An-
niversary of the end of the First World War. Having a father, husband, and 
son who served in the Army, and a grandson who is currently serving in 
the Army, with two tours of Afghanistan behind him, this is something 
very close to my heart. We will remember all those who gave their lives so 
courageously for us.

With a little help from my friends we set about 
knitting poppies to display in the church. The 
needles have been clicking away for a couple of 
months now. Many thanks to Steph, Hazel and 
Ruth for their help.

Poppy pattern
Cast on 60 stitches in red wool.
Work 4 rows in k2 p2 rib.
5th Row, k2 tog across row - 30sts.
6th Row, slip 1st stitch k2 tog pass slip stitch, repeat across row - 
10sts.
Break off yarn, thread through stitches pull tight and sew together.
For middle, using black wool, cast on 20sts, then cast off 20sts, sew 
into a round and stitch to the middle of the poppy. 

GATEHOUSE COMMEMORATION
Mike Ashmore, Chairman of the British Legion, organised an 
evening of entertainment to mark the end of WW1 in the Faed 
Gallery in the Mill on Saturday 10th November. 

A String Quartet led by Stephen Hazlett played Edwardian music. 
Poems were read by Denis Samways, James Roxburgh and Charlie 
Coid and Gatehouse historian Margaret Wright gave an interesting 
talk about the men who were fortunate to return from the war and 
the jobs they were able to find. Songs were sung by Martin Smith 
who also accompanied the finale when everyone joined in to sing 
some of the old favourites – ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’ and ‘ 
Keep right on to the end of the road’, etc. Donations totalling £560 
were collected for the Halo Trust.

The Faed Gallery 
concert

Doreen with Hazel & Steph

Hazel with picture of relative who died in WW1
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HEART OF GALLOWAY INFORMATION CENTRE
By Steph Moore

In October 2017 Visit Scotland closed 
its Castle Douglas Office. Castle Doug-
las Development Forum decided that, 
with the help of some local volunteers, 
they could reopen the office as a Visitor 
Information Centre for tourists looking 
for things to do in the Galloway area. 
The Forum were also keen to promote 
local artists’ work and sell local produce 
and craft work in the Centre. The Centre 
reopened in May 2018 and is going from 
strength to strength under the leader-
ship of Sarah  Jane Allsopp. 

I first became aware of the Centre when “International Knit in Public 
Day” was held there. I was asked if I would be interested in volunteering 
for a few hours a week. My first training day was within a week. That was 
six months ago and I’m still enjoying meeting new people and listening 
to their stories as well as promoting the beautiful Galloway countryside 
and coastal areas.

I usually ‘work’ on Wednesday mornings but volunteers can work as 
much or as little as they like. Chores include arranging displays with 
items for sale, filling shelves with new stock - candles, cushions, hats, 
scarves, jewellery, jams, biscuits, oatcakes, local relish and marmalade 
and various cards and postcards. In addition to this we try to answer 
visitors’ questions on various topics e.g, ‘Where can I get a cup of coffee 
and take my dog with me?’ to ‘Do I have to pay to park my car?’ or ‘Can I 
book tickets for the theatre here?’

The Beltie Range:  Mugs, hats, toys, coasters, fridge magnets, 
handbags and cafetière cosies!

CHOOSE LIFE!  Rachel Inglis

I’ve been pondering the recent report by the UN Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) which warned that urgent, unprecedented 
changes are needed to keep global warming to a maximum of 1.5 degrees 
C; even half a degree beyond this, they claim, would significantly worsen 
the risks of drought, floods, extreme heat and poverty for hundreds of mil-
lions of people. Creation is interconnected and interdependent; thus the 
diminishment of one part of creation is the diminishment of all. This affects 
us directly.

Former President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, wrote recently:
“I don’t think as a human race that we can be so stupid that we can’t face 
an existential threat together and find a common humanity and solidarity 
to respond to it. Because we do have the capacity and the means to do it …. 
If we have the political will.” 

We humans face a choice: are we willing to adjust our lifestyles in order 
to reduce our environmental impact, or not? Deuteronomy 30:19 puts the 
choice starkly: “I have set before you life and death…..now choose life, so 
that you and your children may live.” 

I’d like to invite people in both churches who are interested in starting a 
dialogue about the link between environmental issues and our Christian 
faith, what practical action we can take both in our churches and in the 
home to reduce our environmental impact and how we might influence 
attitudes and take action in the local and global community on issues like 
climate change. 

The first step might be to find out what we all know and do about this 
already and begin to pool our resources. If this is something that concerns 
you and you’d like to meet with others to start a dialogue, please let me 
know!

“Ecology and spirituality are fundamentally connected because deep eco-
logical awareness, ultimately, is spiritual awareness.” Fritjo Capra
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A selection of 
jams, chutney, 
flavoured oils 
and vinegars, 
biscuits, tea, 
toffee and 
handmade 
chocolates 
and fudge are 
available in 
the Centre,

At the moment we are getting ready for Christmas. There are so 
many talented people in our area it is my pleasure to see their 
crafts, gifts and produce being appreciated by so many.  Definitely 
worth a visit!      

A selection of produce

Jane’s Blog
Jane Richardson

Two things caught my attention 
this morning. I was watching the 
dogs in their basket whilst having 
breakfast, and as I unscrewed the 
lid of the marmalade jar, it read on 
the other side, ‘Life is Sweet’.

The pup lay with her head on the older one, both asleep and content with 
life. The older dog is a remarkable bitch of eleven. When she was only 
three she had surgery on her back, twice, rescuing her from losing the use 
of her back legs. She has had full mobility since. 

Later, however, her brother was not so fortunate, and died of the same 
problem. She was bereft, but in time she regained her sense of fun, and 
her appetite!  

She adapted. 

From being one of two she became Queen Bee, until a young pup joined 
her. She never showed aggression, but neither, at first, did she display 
overt joy at this change in circumstance. 

Again, she adapted.  

As we listen to endless news bulletins on the Brexit saga, with myriad 
views and opinion from so many who claim to know the solution, I am 
reminded of this ability to adapt, and accept. 

Whatever the outcome, there will be tears and disappointment but should 
we hope for optimism also?  Should we too adapt? As the lid on the 
marmalade puts it, life is indeed sweet.  I am glad I had marmalade for 
breakfast.
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE
By Beverley Vaux

Four days before Christmas, her younger daughter Emma had 
arrived with her boyfriend Peter and the first job was to go and get 
a Christmas tree. 

Coming from the city, he expected a trip into town and was amazed 
when boots and coats were donned, and they all sallied forth with 
thick gloves and armed with a large saw. “Where on earth are we 
going?” Peter asked. “To get the Christmas tree” was the reply as 
they all piled into the pick-up and the dog came too. 

A short journey up the road and the big decision had to be made; 
which tree from the thousands in the wood was the right one? It 
is always so difficult to envisage how big a tree in a forest will be 
when brought into the house. Every year the same argument took 
place; “that one is too tall”; “what about this one?”; “too wide - it 
will block the corridor” or “it’s too bushy - it will be impossible to 
decorate”. You would think experience would teach them some-
thing, but it doesn’t. 

Finally, after much robust discussion and wandering around, a deci-
sion is made. Will the tree be tall enough to come above the land-
ing railings in the stair well or will it be too tall and a bit have to be 
hacked off the bottom? Then there is the struggle with the saw and 
the staggering down the hill over rough ground carrying the tree, 
the effort to get the heaviest part into the pick-up and the slow ride 
home with the tree precariously balanced on the open tail gate 
with Emma and Peter and the dog steadying it, illegally. Now for 
the moment of truth, as they ease it through the front door, stand 
it upright and wedge it into an old waste paper basket with paper 
and a large brick to weight it down. 

Finally, the decorating of the tree… She often wishes they could 
have a designer-type tree - all white or decorated with real

UPDATE ON SCVS

On 31st July, representatives from many voluntary and not-for-profit 
organisations in the Stewartry attended a meeting about the future of the 
SCVS. This was of particular interest and concern to Greyfriars as we use 
their services regularly and would miss their presence very much.

Due to cuts in funding over the last 5 years and centralisation of the vol-
untary sector, SCVS had been finding itself increasingly squeezed financial-
ly. It became apparent during the presentation that the board had already 
taken the decision to wind up the company and sell the current building 
in Castle Street.  The board was at pains to stress that they were exploring 
as many avenues as possible to ensure that the charity part of SCVS would 
continue in some form. Kirkcudbright Development Trust had been asked 
if they could provide temporary accommodation should it be needed. 

At the moment, SCVS is continuing but have reduced their hours of open-
ing.

New Opening Hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am – 4pm. Friday: CLOSED

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIFE OF JOHN PHILIP

John Philip, husband of Margaret and dearly-loved member of St Mary’s 
Church, died peacefully on 1st November. We are sad at his passing but 
grateful for the gift of his life.

A Service of Thanksgiving for John will be held at 12 noon, 10th Decem-
ber in Gatehouse Parish Church. The service will be jointly led by Revd 
Stephen, Revd Vat Ott and members of the Philip family.
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flowers in phials of water or red and gold, like most of her 
friends but the ritual is well established; first the old-fashioned, 
multi-coloured lights are tested (a huge sigh of relief if they 
come on first go!) and then they are wrapped around the tree, 
close to the trunk, starting at the very top and hoping they don’t 
run out before the wrapping gets to the bottom and that there 
is still enough left to reach the plug socket. Then the tinsel is 
wound around the tree to disguise the flex and add sparkle and 
finally the baubles and other decorations are put on. A few of 
them are still left over from her own childhood and these are 
very precious, rather battered and very fragile - the sorrow of a 
breakage of one of these veterans is an annual minor poignant 
tragedy which adds to the heightened Christmas emotions. 

These fragile decorations and others which have been gifts from 
friends or bought on holidays, are put high up on the tree, in 
inaccessible places, together with the various decorations made, 
over the years, by her children and grandchildren, from dough, 
wool or paper. Round the bottom of the tree are hung less vul-
nerable or unbreakable baubles, so small visitors and large dogs 
will not cause any damage. The tree is then topped off with a 
large star and a fairy as well, to please everyone. When the chil-
dren were young, she used to put the tree inside the playpen, 
she remembers!

themes - to care for the poor and disadvantaged.

Other CAP activities are the CAP Money Course, Life Skills course, Job Club 
and Fresh Start.

I was particularly struck by the Money Course. The idea here is to help 
people understand their financial situation, and suggest ways of managing 
their money to avoid getting into debt. This again happens at the local level, 
and I went on a training course to become a debt money coach.

The free Money Course takes place over usually three sessions, and includes 
access to an online spreadsheet to visualise where the money is going, with 
some simple key principles for better financial management. I really enjoy 
giving the course and get great satisfaction from seeing people progress from 
sometimes being totally in the dark over their financial affairs to bringing 
them under control and understanding what they are spending their money 
on. CAP for me is Christianity in action, and to be able to be a part of it is a 
real privilege.

The first CAP Debt Centre in Dumfries and Galloway was opened in 2015 by 
Catriona Thomson. This is based in New Life Church Castle Douglas and 
covers the whole of the Stewartry ie postcodes DG5, 6 and 7. River of Life 
Church in Dumfries now run a debt centre and a Job Club. 

If you would like any more information Catriona is always happy to talk to 
people individually or in groups about this amazing and God-inspired minis-
try. 

Tim Saxton lives in Dalbeattie and is a member of the Galloway Christian 
Centre.



17 6

FAIR TRADE FOR PEOPLE AND THE PLANET
By Rachel Inglis

In 1979 Traidcraft introduced fair trade to the UK. In early October 2018, 
news began to filter through that the company was in financial trouble, 
badly hit by fluctuating exchange rates as a result of Brexit. It seemed as 
if the inevitable would happen and it would cease trading. 

Traidcraft CEO, Robin Roth, said it was the receipt of hundreds of 
messages of support from shareholders, Fair Traders, fair trade shops, 
staff, suppliers, and producers that persuaded the board that their mis-
sion wasn’t over yet.

He writes: “Our Board is currently investigating a proposal which would 
mean Traidcraft is downsized, but transformed into a fair trade business 
of tomorrow – fit for purpose (and success) in the 21st century. Traidcraft 
would maintain its pioneering spirit, and seek to deliver greater transpar-
ency and added value to ethical consumers…..

“The Board believes that this transformation is possible…... A new model 
is being developed by internal staff and external advisors, and we hope 
to share our vision with [everyone] in the week commencing 5th Novem-
ber.”

Inevitably, he goes on, the company will have to downsize, and in the 
meantime the current staff have been formally served notice of redun-
dancy. This in turn will have an effect on producers but they are actively 
providing support to those most at risk. 

At the turn of Traidcraft’s 40th year they aim to continue working in new 
ways to make trade fairer for people and the planet. We can support 
them by continuing to buy their goods.

Fairtrade goods are sold in Greyfriars on the third Sunday of every 
month.

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY
By Tim Saxton

I first heard of Christians Against Poverty 
(CAP) when my youngest daughter went 
to work in their Bradford head office. Be-
ing keen to encourage her I became a Life 
Changer, which is someone who supports the work by making a regular 
financial contribution, and I received a book written by CAP’s founder, 
John Kirkby, with the welcome pack. 

‘Nevertheless’ is the story of his life; how he came to found the organi-
sation as a result of his own experiences of debt, and a God-given 
desire to help others who were in similar situations.  The charity doesn’t 
accept money from government or grant-giving organisations who place 
restrictions on their use, so they are free to not only give financial help 
but bring the good news of the gospel to people when appropriate.

CAP’s main work takes place around the country in Debt Centres, always 
based in churches, and staffed by local, usually part-time, 
people. A prospective client with money problems can phone the 
central 0800 328 0006 free phone number for help. If there is a CAP 
debt help service in their area, a trained CAP debt coach will visit, and 
after gently interviewing and supporting, will send all the person’s 
financial information to Bradford. There an expert team will analyse the 
situation and propose a way forward, aiming to get the person debt free 
by negotiating with creditors to accept manageable payments and stop 
interest and service charges. They set a budget while ensuring there is 
sufficient money to live on. Getting debt free may take several years of 
careful work. This service is free to the client.

When people who are in debt find that there is someone with experi-
ence who will befriend them and stand alongside during the often 
traumatic process of sorting debt and other contributory life issues out, 
the relief can be remarkable. This is even more so when they find Jesus 
in the process. I see this as carrying out one of the Bible’s recurring 
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SENSIBLE SHOES:  what to wear when going on a spiritual journey

‘Sensible Shoes’ by Sharon Garlough Brown is about the spiritual 
journeys of four women after they embark, with some trepidation, on a 
retreat being run in their hometown. Hannah, Meg, Mara and Charissa 
haven’t met before and they certainly haven’t taken part in anything 
quite like a retreat. The novel explores their deepening friendship as well 
as their individual inner journeys.

As a book group we will listen to each other’s responses to the novel; 
what resonates with us and which characters we relate to, chapter by 
chapter. We will also be introduced gently to the new ways of praying 
the characters experience in the book. 

Starting in the New Year, we will meet weekly from 12th January to 30th 
March, every Saturday from 2-4 pm, at 2 Castle Street, Kirkcudbright. 
Regular attendance isn’t obligatory, but it helps. 

If you’d like more information or to let us know you’d like to join the 
group, please contact Rachel Inglis: T: 01557 331548 or E: info@aigfois.
co.uk. Copies of the book are available from Rachel to buy (price: 
£10.54) or on loan for the duration of the group. Alternatively, you can 
find copies on Amazon and similar online book stores.

Becoming a full-time mum, overnight!

Our cruise. Met by the Boyds in Sete, South of France. Next stop, my 
dream, Monte Carlo.

In October sharing birthday celebrations with my brother-in-law and my 
sister.  Catching up with a friend and visiting her in her new home. 

The Greyfriars exhibition on notable Scottish women was well received.

Martin Luther and John Knox stained glass window at St Mary’s.
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GALLOWAY REGIONAL COUNCIL REPORT
Held on 25th September 2018 at St John’s, Dumfries

The speaker was Dawn Allan who is Spiritual and Bereavement Lead 
and Confidential Staff Support NHS Dumfries and Galloway. In her 
training, she specialised in End of Life Care. From her manner of 
speaking and her presentation, she will certainly bring guidance and 
comfort to those with whom she has contact in a working capacity. 

Spiritual Care, usually in a one-to-one relationship, encompasses 
the meaning of life issues and the 'why' questions. It is completely 
Person Centred and makes no assumptions about personal belief, 
conviction or life orientation. Religious Care is ritual, prayer and wor-
ship. It is given in the context of shared religious beliefs, values, litur-
gies and lifestyle of a faith community. Spiritual Care is not neces-
sarily religious. Dawn then listed the 5 R's of Spirituality – Reason, 
Reflection, Religion, Relationship and Restoration.

For Bereavement Support to be effective one has to have examined 
one's own feelings and fears about death and loss. Our own sadness 
and despair, and so our empathy, will enhance the care we can give. 
In Staff Support there needs to be trust, no fear of conflict or lack of 
commitment and no avoidance of accountability. 

She spoke of patient confidentiality. Always ask if it is appropriate 
to visit – the patient might feel incapable of playing host, and ask 
yourself whose needs you are satisfying. There is no precedence for 
clergy on visiting unless requested by a patient. For further informa-
tion see: www.ncpc.org.uk.

Following this talk there were verbal reports from, The Special Dioc-
esan Synod, The Diocesan Council and from some charges.

Barbara McFarlane
Lay Representative, St.Mary's Gatehouse of Fleet

2018 REMEMBERED

Members of St Mary’s and Greyfriars were invited to write in a sentence 
what memorable event from 2018 stands out for them. The following 
shows the light and shade of life, the joys and heartaches, pleasures and 
difficulties which we have faced as a faith community. 

The comfort of experiencing an unexpected invasion of joy while facing 
loss, seemed to confirm Mother Julian's dictum - "All shall be well, and 
all manner of things shall be well".

My mum died.

I attended the internment of the ashes of a very great and humble man 
who I had been privileged to work with at Westminster Abbey, the Very 
Revd Wesley Carr KCVO Dean of Westminster 1997 - 2006. A Life of 
discovery.

Breaking my arm.

Moving to live with my cousin.

A group of close friends organised a dinner party for me in Guildford as 
part of my 70th birthday celebrations.

I turned 6 on January 18th.

Witnessing the sheer joy on a toddler's face at experiencing freedom in 
a park with the sun and breeze in her hair. She stood still with her eyes 
closed, head up facing the sun and squealed with delight.

I became a Sunday School teacher.

The joy of being present at the first communion service of my nine-year 
old granddaughter, Angela, in Seville, Spain.
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

The angel said to them “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people.” St. Luke 2:10.

A very happy Christmas and peaceful New Year to us all.

THE LINK MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION IS NOW DUE

The annual subscription for the LINK is £10 for 6 copies.  We would ask 
you to give or send your subscription to the treasurer of your respec-
tive church by 31st January 2019.

The magazine has become an essential publication to the vibrant life 
of our two churches. As well as being read by regular members, and 
their friends and families, spare copies are always available for visitors 
to take away.

In truth, even if everyone paid the subscription, the total we would 
receive doesn’t cover the actual cost of production. However, since 
Stephen became our rector he has used it as an outreach to both our 
communities, distributing many of the spare copies to businesses, 
retirement/care homes, and the many individuals he visits pastorally. 

So, whilst the churches are happy to pay the shortfall, seeing it as 
another means of reaching out to and connecting with our communi-
ties, you can help to reduce this shortfall to the minimum by paying 
your subscription.

Thank you!
Rachel Inglis, Editor
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

2nd December 2018
  Jeremiah 33:14-16
  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
  Luke 21:25-36

9th December2018
  Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4
  Philippians 1;3-11
  Luke 3:1-6
    
16th December 2018
  Zephaniah 3:14-20
  Philippians 4:4-7
  Luke 3:7-18

23rd December 2018
  Micah 5:2-5a
  Hebrews 10:5-10
  Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

25th December 2018
  Isaiah 52:7-10
  Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)
  John 1:1-14

30th December 2018
  1st Samuel 2:18-20,26
  Colossians 3:12-17
  Luke 2:41-52

Being ‘born again’ doesn’t mean becoming someone else, but 
becoming who I am truly meant to be. (Thomas Merton)

A Christmas to Remember

I always find the period from summer to New Year 
flies by; Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, Advent and 
Christmas run busily by almost colliding into one 
another. Then January arrives; dreich, barren and 
potentially joyless after the fireworks and bagpipes 
of Hogmanay!

However this year is different. Remembrance Sunday commemorated 
the signing of the Armistice and the end of the First World War a cen-
tury ago. In our joint congregations we celebrated as well as remem-
bered; a concert featuring period music and prose in Gatehouse organ-
ised by RBLS, the ecumenical services in Gatehouse and Kirkcudbright, 
and a moving choral Evensong in Greyfriars featuring Great War local 
composer Cecil Coles. [see pages 11-12 of the magazine] Even the 
soldiers on the Western Front celebrated - not the war, which by De-
cember 1914 had castigated all previous notions of glory - but Christ-
mas. That Christmas of 1914 when British, French, and German troops 
bravely left their trenches and to the sound of carols and the taste of 
shared goodies made history and created a symbol of peace and hope 
that the world has seldom seen before or since.
  
Here’s a thought for Christmas. To be honest, sometimes the commer-
cial Christmas can be a daunting prospect, even tinselled bankruptcy, 
or an ongoing family feud made worse by unrealistic expectancies. 
Why not a return to basics? Let the Christmas services work their 
peace deep inside us as we hear and believe the familiar truths and 
sing from our hearts the assuring words. If Christmas can be meaning-
ful in the extreme circumstances of Flanders’ mud and danger, it can 
be meaningful in our homes in Gatehouse or Kirkcudbright or wher-
ever we spend Christmas and the New Year. [See back page for details 
of Christmas services.]
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Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 
Sunday School   Ms Drostie Tame & Rosemarie Main
Sunday School is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Lady Beverley Vaux 
Secretary   Mrs Vivien Millner
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Mrs Janet Hannay
    Mrs Sally-Ann Madeley      Dr John Morton
    Miss Pene Richmond          Mrs Judy Samways
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Catherine Keye  
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Mrs Vivien Millner
E: vivienmvestry@gmail.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Alec Blackadder
Other photographs provided by Alec Blackadder, Rachel Inglis, 
Mary Ashmore, Jane Richardson

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR SERVICES AND EVENTS

Advent Sunday, 2nd December
9.30 am - Sung Eucharist at St. Mary’s
11 am – Sung Eucharist at Greyfriars, including presentation of gifts for 
children and teens                                                                                             

“Winter Wonderland” 8th December
10 am onwards in Parish Hall, Kirkcudbright. Santa, festive stalls, etc. 
organised by Greyfriars

Christmas Eve, 24th December
5 pm - Lessons & Carols, followed by mulled wine & mince pies at St 
Mary’s
11.15 pm - Midnight Communion by candlelight at Greyfriars

Christmas Day, 25th December
9.30 am - Sung Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
11 am – Sung Eucharist at Greyfriars

First Sunday of Christmas, 30th December
9.30am - Sung Eucharist at St. Mary’s
11 am – Sung Eucharist at Greyfriars 

Epiphany, 6th January
9.30 am - Holy Baptism & Eucharist at St. Mary’s
11 am - Sung Eucharist at Greyfriars

N.B. There will be no service in St. Mary’s on Wednesday 26th December                                       


