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Patient Trust

Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything 
to reach the end without delay. 

We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown,

something new. 

And yet it is the law of all progress 
that it is made by passing through 

some stages of instability— 
and that it may take a very long time.

And so I think it is with you; 
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, 

let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 
Don’t try to force them on, 

as though you could be today what time 
(that is to say, grace and circumstances 

acting on your own good will) 
will make of you tomorrow.

Only God could say what this new spirit 
gradually forming within you will be. 

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 
that his hand is leading you, 

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 
in suspense and incomplete.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ
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The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

The long hot summer, the simple life, 
and bread.

As I write this, the national heat wave contin-
ues, and we seem to be also basking in the 
nostalgia of the simpler days of a long hot 
summer following a harsh cold winter.

I remember the last such heat wave of 1975. I worked in a large air-
less transport office and the boss required all the young male clerks 
to not only wear a tie but a jacket as well. Not all nostalgia tells the 
truth; I had forgotten how miserable I was!

There is often a collective nostalgia for the simpler good life of the 
past. Nowhere is this more evident than in what we eat. In our 
church worship, the simple but powerful image of bread conveys 
the simple but powerful symbolism of life itself. “Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word which proceeds from the mouth 
of God” (Luke 4:4). Bread is still the staple diet of much of the world 
today, and richly symbolic of life itself. The older I become, and I am 

5th August 2018
  Exodus 16:2 - 4; 9 - 15
  Ephesians 4:1 - 16
  John 6:24 - 35
  
12th August 2018
  1 Kings 19:4 - 8
  Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2
  John 6:35, 41 - 51

19th August 2018
  Proverbs 9:1 - 6
  Ephesians 5:15 - 20
  John 6:51 - 58

26th August 2018
  Joshua 24:1 - 2a, 14 - 18
  Ephesians 6:10 - 20
  John 6:56 - 69

2nd September 2018
  Deuteronomy 4:1 - 2, 6 - 9
  James 1:17 - 27
  Mark 7:1 - 8, 14 - 15, 21 - 23
    
9th September 2018
  Isaiah 35:4-7a
  James 2:1 - 10, (11 - 13), 14 - 17
  Mark 7:24 - 37

16th September 2018
  Isaiah 50:4 - 9a
  James 3:1 - 12
  Mark 8:27 - 38

23rd September 2018
  Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-     
  2:1, 12-22
  James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a
  Mark 4:35 - end

30th September 2018
  Numbers 11:4 - 6, 10 - 16, 24 - 29
  James 5:13 - 20
  Mark 9:38 - 50

Our supreme purpose in life is not to make a fortune, nor to pursue 
pleasure, nor to write our name on history, but to discover [the] 
spark of the divine that is in our hearts.
Eknath Easwaran
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

sure many of you echo this, the more I long for the simpler life and the 
faith to go with it.

Having an eco-conscience is surely part of returning to a simpler and 
healthier diet, and bread is part of this. We eat wholemeal by the 
batch, thinking it cuts down the carbohydrates - actually “no”! Do not 
be deceived either by commercial ploy. Recently a well-known super-
market was caught out in a cunning plan to hark back to the days of 
freshly-baked bread. As the customer entered their store, 
s/he was greeted with the aroma of an old-fashioned bakery wafting 
through the air. People bought the “fresh” loaves by the thousands, 
but what the rogue store was actually doing was working a fan behind 
a screen which pervaded the air with the glorious nostalgic smell. 
It enticed nostrils, emptied pockets, and helped kill the earth in the 
transportation process - it had been mass-produced miles away.

In our Lord’s day, bread was a staple diet. In context Jesus was not 
condemning bread, but answering the temptation that power, pres-
tige, and influence are worth yielding to. They are not! Gone may be 
(and good riddance to it) the materialism of the 70’s and 80’s. There 
has been a yearning for some years in the vast increase in “spiritual-
ity”. Some of it can lead down strange dietary pathways! The good 
citizens of Vancouver, Canada can partake of Hot Dog Water (at £22 a 
go) which promises endless life-enhancing properties. I prefer the 
simplicity of John Bunyan: “Hope is never ill when faith is well”.
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AN APPRECIATION OF (Robert) Grant Oliver
By Robert Reddaway

Grant Oliver is my friend. I will always carry a special place in my heart 
for him who, indeed, remains in every sense my friend.

I met Grant and Patricia Oliver in the early 1980's; we shared a lot in 
common about people, quality of life and what was important to us 
both. However Grant and Patricia really became special to me over the 
past 18 years or so. We bonded with a deeper understanding of life's 
values and our shared sense of fun and adventure.

Grant was always an inspiration to me. His innate goodness and Christian 
attitude to life always inspired me. We were actually two very differ-
ent people, but we always had a deep respect and understanding for 
each other. I so enjoyed Grant's company on the many holidays we took 
together and at home. I looked forward to sitting next to him in church 
on Sundays and having a chat. He gave me a sense of well-being and a 
reverence for life.

Grant's spirituality was shown through all that he did for Greyfriars 
church as well as through his family and friends. He gave me an added 
interest in Greyfriars which prompted me to serve on the vestry.

Grant also introduced me to a wonderful set of family values which I was 
missing in my life, being an only child with no immediate family of my 
own. Grant and Patricia's beautiful family warmly embraced John (Curtis) 
and myself, sharing much of their lives with us.

Death inevitably changes many things, but life does go on and those 
who inspire us are always with us. That is why Grant will always be in my 
heart and remain my friend.

There’s a particularly insightful chapter on ‘success’ which I feel eve-
ryone in any kind of pastoral or soul ministry should read and take to 
heart. He quotes Mother Theresa who said ‘we are not called to be 
successful but to be faithful’.  Greg writes: “Jesus was always too busy 
being faithful to worry about success. I’m not opposed to success; I 
just think we should accept it only if it is a by-product of our fidelity. 
If our primary concern is results, we will choose to work only with 
those who give us good ones.”

On more than one occasion I wondered how on earth Greg coped 
with the grief and pain, after yet another getting-himself-together 
homie was shot dead in some senseless manner. He writes: “we seek 
to tell each person this truth: they are exactly what God had in mind 
when God made them-and then we watch, from this privileged place, 
as people inhabit this truth. Nothing is the same again. No bullet can 
pierce this, no prison walls can keep this out. And death can’t touch 
it – it is just that huge.”  

Now that’s a truth worth inhabiting to the full, whether you live in 
LA, London or Kirkcudbright. 
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CHILDREN’S WORK AT GREYFRIARS
LINK spoke to Drostie Tame and Rosemarie Main about the 
Greyfriars’ Sunday School

Sunday School has been going for well over a year now – how does 
that feel?
It’s great to be a part of something that we hope will grow and also 
to be giving back something to the church and the community. 
Nowadays, the schools seem to offer little religious teaching.

Are you pleased you accepted Stephen’s invitation, Drostie?
Yes! I know it might sound clichéd, but it really is an honour and 
privilege to be asked to do something that could make such a differ-
ence in the children’s spiritual journey. 

When did you begin working with Drostie, Rosemarie?
When Stephen announced that the Sunday School was starting I ap-
proached Drostie and offered to help. I’ve been a play group worker 
for many years and started a mother and toddler group in Dalbeattie 
High School years’ ago when I lived there. And even longer ago, I did 
a College course in child care! I’m delighted; for me, teaching chil-
dren to care for one another is the really important thing.

BOOK REVIEW, by Rachel Inglis
Tattoos on the Heart, by Gregory Boyle SJ, published 2010, by Free 
Press, NY.
Winner of the 2011 PEN Center USA Literary Award for Creative 
Nonfiction

A news piece on the BBC website caught my 
eye recently. It was entitled ‘LA gang culture 
coming to the UK’ and was illustrated with 
a picture of two sobbing teenagers at the 
funeral of a friend who had been shot.  At the 
time, I was in the middle of reading this book 
which is about ‘Homeboy Industries (HBI)’, 
a Jesuit programme set up in LA to assist 
former gang-involved youth become positive 
and contributing members of society.  

A friend gave me the book as a birthday 
present.  It’s not the kind I normally read and I wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect other than maybe breathless accounts of lives miraculously turned 
round and statistics about how many gang members had been helped.  
How wrong I was! 

The author wrote the book “so that people will see what I’ve been 
privileged to see in the lives and experiences of gang members: cour-
age, nobility, decency, holiness, and the face of God. I’ve come to stand 
in awe at who they are and what they’ve had to carry.” Apart from the 
first chapter he doesn’t give any facts about the programme. He sim-
ply tells stories about the homies and homegirls, which are parables of 
faith really, arranged around themes such as compassion, kinship, grace, 
redemption and the ‘no matter whatness’ of God’s unconditional love. 
And Greg – or ‘G-dog’ as the homies call him – is a terrific story teller. 
His stories, littered with colourful Latino patois and even more colourful 
language, are both gut-wrenchingly sad and laugh-out-loud hilarious. 
They are agonising, hopeful and deeply affecting.
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How do you feel you work together?
We get on well for starters and that helps. And being the two of us takes 
the pressure off doing it yourself. (In fact, we discovered when we went 
on a course that it’s now illegal to run any kind of child care on your 
own). Our gifts complement each other, so we divide the work and the 
pre-planning for each class. We’re both widows, so we understand the 
need to be part of a community and feel supported by that community. 
Initially, Drostie wasn’t used to working with children, so Rosie is able to 
pass on her experience in that.

How often does Sunday School happen? 
On the first Sunday of each month. We agree the theme with Stephen 
and the watchword is ‘it has to be fun’, to show that church can be fun! 
The numbers can vary and we’ve had as few as one 1 and as many as 18! 
On average about eight children come.

What sort of things do you do?
The activities are always linked to the theme of the month. We have lots 
of children’s liturgy books we can get inspiration from. We always start 
with a prayer and with the same hymn (‘Jesus bids us shine’) which the 
children now know by heart and sing lustily! And we always have some 
kind of craft activity too.

SCVS MAY CLOSE!

The Stewartry Council 
Voluntary Services on 
Castle Street is under 
threat of imminent clo-
sure by the Council, due 
to lack of funds. If this 
goes ahead, it will be a 
devastating loss to vari-
ous groups and organisa-
tions in the Stewartry, 
including Greyfriars and 
St Mary’s. 

The SCVS is a valuable asset to the community, providing all kinds of helpful 
services – such as, photocopying our LINK magazine, information, auditing of 
accounts, focal point for what’s on and available in the Stewartry, etc.  – which 
the community will be hard pressed to access elsewhere. If the 
Council make the decision to close the office, it will take effect within 3 
months.

When hearing about the possible closure, Greyfriars’ member, Rosemarie Main 
immediately set about organising a petition. Rosemarie has form in this as 
she took part in a successful campaign to prevent Sandyhills Beach from being 
closed to the public! 

Rosemarie says: I thought this was a terrible loss to the local people. There are 
so many people in Kirkcudbright that work jolly hard to maintain the level of 
festivities for tourists and locals alike and yet by doing this the 
Council are not being supportive of these efforts.

However, it could be that matters are too far down the road to halt the inevita-
ble. A meeting takes place on Tuesday, 31st July in Castle Douglas. Rosemarie, 
with Rachel Inglis, will attend to voice their concerns. It is hoped that there will 
be sufficient opposition to persuade the Council to find alternative cheaper 
premises to continue this valuable community asset. 
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What’s your favourite memory?
Drostie: that’s easy. It was when we made Easter cards, one of the 
children said she wanted to give her card to Jesus. It stopped me in my 
tracks! And the bishop’s visit and in particular when he blessed the chil-
dren at the end of the service.
Rosemarie: I walked into the class one morning and the children burst 
into song ‘Jesus bids me shine’ which brought a tear to my eye!

What do you hope for the coming year?
That the Sunday School continues to grow and that the close relation-
ship continues to flourish. We’ve got lots of exciting ideas for the coming 
year, so watch this space!

LIFE ON THE OCEAN WAVE

Sea Sunday, which is a world-wide event, is an opportunity to show our 
appreciation for all those who work at sea, and who often risk their lives 
to provide food, or transport goods, for us.

Local Stewartry Corps of the Sea Cadets marched to church in their 
smart uniforms, led by their officers and piper Dr David Hannay. Com-
modore Bob Williams, Royal Navy rtd, and Sea Cadet Hope Rowley read 
the lessons. The Royal Navy, the Merchant Navy, the Fishing Fleet, the 
Coast Guard, RNLI were prayed for - and particular mention was made 
of the anniversary of the Piper Alpha disaster where so many off-shore 
workers tragically died off the Scottish coast. Rector Stephen, who is 
Chaplain to the Sea Cadets, spoke of his time in Rotterdam with the Mis-
sion to Seafarers.

St. Mary’s in Gatehouse undertook a big programme of knitted garments 
for seafarers, which was presented to the Mission to Seafarers in the 
Port of Leith, Edinburgh.

DO YOU KNOW …
What the difference is between the Royal Navy and the Merchant Navy? 
Answer: The Royal Navy has sailors; the Merchant Navy are called 
seafarers.

A sample of the artwork by the Sunday School on display in the church
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GATEHOUSE GALA – a snapshot
29th July – 5th August

May the sun continue to shine for Gatehouse Gala Week!

The programme, worked on tirelessly throughout the year, is full of 
familiar events, but of tantalising tasters, too. 

On Sunday, Day One, the Gala Queen Parade will commence proceed-
ings, as she, accompanied by her Consort, her attendant and page, will 
be crowned. There will be pipes, dance, and the Creetown Silver Band 
(with Denis, 6.00 pm). Children on cycles, adults on cycles, tennis, 
treasure hunt and more.  

On Monday, Stephen, Susan, and others, will be in concert in St. Mary’s 
(6.30 pm). Every morning Dr David Steel will remind us of our 
heritage and history of the mill community in Gatehouse as he leads a 
walk, full of facts, anecdotes, and fun.  ‘Roon the Watter’ continues in 
circle, though anti-clockwise this year. Anwoth Art returns for a second 
exhibition midweek (Wednesday 10-4 pm), and that evening the 
popular procession of torches will commence at 9.45 pm to Garries 
Park, culminating in bonfire and fireworks. Pottery from Laggan will pop 
up in Gatehouse for children and adults alike to paint and enjoy 
(Thursday). The Drop-In will silently auction (Friday 5-6.30 pm). Guided 
walks are abundant in length and in gradient. Football, bingo, something 
for all.  Until Saturday, Gala Day, when exuberantly decorated floats will 
form the Grand Gala Parade to converge on the Park and compete as 
they have done for years, simultaneously providing entertainment and 
good humour.  Stalls will transform Garries Park with all the fun of the 
fair.

The week will conclude on Sunday as immaculate horsemen and wom-
en mark our borders, our marches, and with daylight and bunting still 
present we will wave as they pass – until next year.

Our hours for the childrens’ activities will be 10am–12 noon; 2pm–4pm 
on Friday, Saturday and Monday and 2pm–4pm on Sunday (Sunday school 
during church in the morning). Children under 12 must be accompanied by 
an adult.

The Church will be open daily from 10am–4pm closed on Sunday morning 
reopening at 2pm.  Do come and visit us.

Footnote:
The Suffragists believed in peaceful constitutional campaigning, whereas 
the Suffragettes believed in direct action. The Suffragists was a national 
organisation, the Suffragettes was a smaller organisation with 2,000 mem-
bers at its peak in 1914. The Suffragists allowed men to join, the
Suffragettes did not.

Elise Inglis Mhairi Chisholm

Wigtown Martyrs
Memorial
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WEST MEETS EAST: A reflection on cultural differences and 
common ground between young people in China and the UK
by Nathan Hazlett

I was an English language teacher in the landlocked Hunan province in 
the People’s Republic of China, a fascinating, beautiful, dynamic, perplex-
ing and at times frustrating and overwhelming country. I say country, but 
China can be seen as more than a nation-state, but a civilisation.

One of my first perspectives of China was from the 1958 epic Inn of 
the Sixth Happiness about the British missionary, Gladys Aylward, who 
saved many children, by bringing them over the Shanxi mountains during 
Japanese occupation in the 1930s. She was later honoured as a Chinese 
citizen.

It is impossible to look at the China-West relations without considering 
the Opium Wars and Boxer Rebellion of 1899. These events were to have 
a profound impact on the Chinese psyche to this day. In 1949, Communist 
victory led to Mao declaring the People’s Republic of China. The historic 
1972 visit by President Richard Nixon helped pave the way for China to 
open up to the world in 1978 under Deng. The brutal crackdown on the 
pro-democracy Tiananmen Protests of 1989 was broadcast around the 
world. The government’s response was to censor all discussion of the 
event and it remains taboo today.

In China, generational differences matter significantly more than the 
West. There is the old generation - those who lived before Mao’s declara-
tion in 1949; Mao’s Generation - those who grew up in his tumultuous 
years; and today’s generation - those born, and have grown up, in the 
‘new China’ that opened up in 1978. Gleaming skyscrapers and ambitious 
construction projects, as well as soaring tech giants and an increasingly 
growing middle class, define this new China.

The students I taught were aged between 15 and 18 and are the personi-
fication of this new Chinese Dream. My students varied greatly. A com-
mon characteristic is an introvert nature. Rather than discipline issues, 

WHAT’S ON IN GREYFRIARS DURING THE TRAIL
by Gwen Shaw

When the trail opens on 3rd August Greyfriars will be fully prepared for 
an interesting and enjoyable weekend of activities, with new ideas for 
children, and for adults who come to visit us, creative floral decorations 
and fascinating Scottish characters will greatly enhance our beautiful 
church.

Our title for the childrens’ activities “Stories from the Sea” will cover 
storytelling, puppet making, a treasure chest of things that children 
treasure and a quiz. The activities will be organized by the Sunday school 
teachers, Drostie and Rosemarie, and Laura Shaw. Members of the flow-
er team are creating flower arrangements based on the Famous Scottish 
Women which will be on display throughout the church.

The women chosen are “Mary Queen of Scots” who reigned from 1542 
– 1567 then abdicated in favour of her infant son James: imprisoned in 
Lochleven Castle, executed in 1587 after a long imprisonment by her 
cousin Queen Elizabeth I; Flora Macdonald, 1722-1790, who assisted 
“Bonnie Prince Charlie” in escaping from the Outer Hebrides after he 
took refuge there following his defeat at Culloden; Flora Drummond, 
Suffragette 1878–1949, also known as the ‘General’ for her habit of 
leading Womens’ Rights marches: her name is now on the statue to Mil-
licent Fawcett erected in Parliament Square and unveiled in 2018; Mairi 
Chisholm MM, OStJ, 1896–1981, Scottish nurse and ambulance driver 
in the first World War; Dr Elsie Inglis, 1864–1917, doctor, suffragist, 
founder of the Scottish Women’s Hospitals and secretary of the National 
Union of Womens’ Suffrage Societies. Margaret Wilson, c. 1667–11 May 
1685, was a young Scottish Covenanter from Wigtown in Scotland and 
executed by drowning for refusing to swear an oath declaring James VII 
(James II of England) as head of the church. She died along with Marga-
ret McLachlan (age 63). The two Margarets were known as the Wigtown 
Martyrs. Monuments to the Wigtown Martyrs exist in Wigtown, Newton 
Stewart and Stirling.
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I knew from the start my major challenge would be in encouraging the 
students to speak.

The western stereotype of the submissive and super-smart Chinese 
student is however only partly true. A side product of the One-Child 
Policy was the development of the ‘little Emperor’ phenomenon. As 
parents put so much focus on their only children and the economy grew, 
it has been perceived, rightly or wrongly, that these children have been 
spoiled. They face new challenges that will inevitably come with being 
representatives of China’s role in the world. Although I was given flexibil-
ity to teach my own lessons, I was under strict guidance not to mention 
religion, politics and romantic relationships. Nationalism is unquestion-
ably a guiding aspect of the new China. Many young Chinese are genu-
inely proud of their country and it is easy to see why.

Young Chinese people today are generally far more informed about the 
outside world than their parents were, although Mao portraits are still 
common in rural areas. Western culture is in fact somewhat admired and 
Britain is praised as ‘the world’s first industrial country’. JK Rowling, 
William Shakespeare, the image of the Red London Bus and the Eiffel 
Tower are all well-known symbolisms.

This interest in the outside world is balanced however with a degree of 
youthful naivety. A 17 year old Chinese girl for instance arguably dis-
plays more characteristics of a child than a young woman. Socially, China 
remains quite a conservative society. Very few women and girls smoke 
whilst the smoking rate for men is one of the highest in the world. Young 
women who haven’t married by about 28 are deemed to be ‘leftover 
women’ – I can testify to the anxiety of some of my female friends in this 
regard. Young men too are under pressure with a significant male 
surplus.

Yet, young Chinese are among the most hospitable and helpful people I 
have ever known. On one occasion, the school bicycle I used had a punc-
ture. Some of my students gave up their entire lunch hour (precious in 
school days that last into the evening) to bring me to a local garage. On 

LET THE TRAIL COMMENCE! - 3-6 August

The arrival of the Sea Hamer set the scene for the 2018 Art & Crafts Trail. 
The willow horse caused something of a stir as it was transported through 
the town, to its home for five weeks on Fisherman's Green. It was greeted 
by the Ukefrolics, the Princess was taken a ride on a carriage pulled by 
two magnificent Clydesdale horses, and the event was concluded by a 
mesmerising performance by Oceanallover. Unfortunately the long-
awaited rain also arrived but it didn't dampen spirits.

This year we are thrilled to have to use of the mezzanine floor of the 
Kirkcudbright Galleries as a “taster” exhibition during the Trail. There will 
be something for everyone somewhere along the trail, from gardens, 
photography, music, art and things to try and have a go at. We look 
forward to seeing you at some point during the trail.

Vivien Dania

Sea Hames

Oceanallover Performers
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leaving the country, rushing to get through the busy Guangzhou Metro 
system to the airport, had it not been for some young lads lifting my 
case over heads, I may not have made the flight home. Many want to 
practise their English and also act as good ambassadors for their 
country.

In a few weeks’ time, I will be returning to China. I am of course excited 
and yet I also travel in the knowledge it will not and cannot be the same 
as before. The students I will teach will have been born in the early 
2000s - young men and women who will define the coming Chinese 
Century. 

Our rector’s son, Nathan, spent some months in 2013 teaching English in 
China. This is an abridged version of a fascinating article he wrote on his 
experiences. Nathan’s full and very readable article can be found on the 
Greyfriars’ website: 
http://www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk/index.php/news-and-events/
articles-of-interest

Nathan Hazlett

STAINED GLASS AT ST MARY’S

John Knox felt a little beleaguered
Swathed in darkness, with all light denied

He had been hoping to breathe quite freely
His proboscis missing completely
Surgery had helped St Stephen

And he prayed for similar success
Then one day, hallelujah,

He was woken by the brightest of daylight
No more is he nasal, his nose back in place

The op went as well as expected
A smile seems to add to his features

And to all in St Mary’s in fact
No longer peering, to read or to sing

Sunshine, kaleidoscopic, and patterned
Filters through those great panes,

Restored, with help from our friends
in Kirkcudbright. Thank you!

Jane Richardson

A section of the restored window at St Mary’s
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system to the airport, had it not been for some young lads lifting my 
case over heads, I may not have made the flight home. Many want to 
practise their English and also act as good ambassadors for their 
country.

In a few weeks’ time, I will be returning to China. I am of course excited 
and yet I also travel in the knowledge it will not and cannot be the same 
as before. The students I will teach will have been born in the early 
2000s - young men and women who will define the coming Chinese 
Century. 

Our rector’s son, Nathan, spent some months in 2013 teaching English in 
China. This is an abridged version of a fascinating article he wrote on his 
experiences. Nathan’s full and very readable article can be found on the 
Greyfriars’ website: 
http://www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk/index.php/news-and-events/
articles-of-interest

Nathan Hazlett

STAINED GLASS AT ST MARY’S

John Knox felt a little beleaguered
Swathed in darkness, with all light denied

He had been hoping to breathe quite freely
His proboscis missing completely
Surgery had helped St Stephen

And he prayed for similar success
Then one day, hallelujah,

He was woken by the brightest of daylight
No more is he nasal, his nose back in place

The op went as well as expected
A smile seems to add to his features

And to all in St Mary’s in fact
No longer peering, to read or to sing

Sunshine, kaleidoscopic, and patterned
Filters through those great panes,

Restored, with help from our friends
in Kirkcudbright. Thank you!

Jane Richardson

A section of the restored window at St Mary’s
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I knew from the start my major challenge would be in encouraging the 
students to speak.

The western stereotype of the submissive and super-smart Chinese 
student is however only partly true. A side product of the One-Child 
Policy was the development of the ‘little Emperor’ phenomenon. As 
parents put so much focus on their only children and the economy grew, 
it has been perceived, rightly or wrongly, that these children have been 
spoiled. They face new challenges that will inevitably come with being 
representatives of China’s role in the world. Although I was given flexibil-
ity to teach my own lessons, I was under strict guidance not to mention 
religion, politics and romantic relationships. Nationalism is unquestion-
ably a guiding aspect of the new China. Many young Chinese are genu-
inely proud of their country and it is easy to see why.

Young Chinese people today are generally far more informed about the 
outside world than their parents were, although Mao portraits are still 
common in rural areas. Western culture is in fact somewhat admired and 
Britain is praised as ‘the world’s first industrial country’. JK Rowling, 
William Shakespeare, the image of the Red London Bus and the Eiffel 
Tower are all well-known symbolisms.

This interest in the outside world is balanced however with a degree of 
youthful naivety. A 17 year old Chinese girl for instance arguably dis-
plays more characteristics of a child than a young woman. Socially, China 
remains quite a conservative society. Very few women and girls smoke 
whilst the smoking rate for men is one of the highest in the world. Young 
women who haven’t married by about 28 are deemed to be ‘leftover 
women’ – I can testify to the anxiety of some of my female friends in this 
regard. Young men too are under pressure with a significant male 
surplus.

Yet, young Chinese are among the most hospitable and helpful people I 
have ever known. On one occasion, the school bicycle I used had a punc-
ture. Some of my students gave up their entire lunch hour (precious in 
school days that last into the evening) to bring me to a local garage. On 

LET THE TRAIL COMMENCE! - 3-6 August

The arrival of the Sea Hamer set the scene for the 2018 Art & Crafts Trail. 
The willow horse caused something of a stir as it was transported through 
the town, to its home for five weeks on Fisherman's Green. It was greeted 
by the Ukefrolics, the Princess was taken a ride on a carriage pulled by 
two magnificent Clydesdale horses, and the event was concluded by a 
mesmerising performance by Oceanallover. Unfortunately the long-
awaited rain also arrived but it didn't dampen spirits.

This year we are thrilled to have to use of the mezzanine floor of the 
Kirkcudbright Galleries as a “taster” exhibition during the Trail. There will 
be something for everyone somewhere along the trail, from gardens, 
photography, music, art and things to try and have a go at. We look 
forward to seeing you at some point during the trail.

Vivien Dania

Sea Hames

Oceanallover Performers
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WEST MEETS EAST: A reflection on cultural differences and 
common ground between young people in China and the UK
by Nathan Hazlett

I was an English language teacher in the landlocked Hunan province in 
the People’s Republic of China, a fascinating, beautiful, dynamic, perplex-
ing and at times frustrating and overwhelming country. I say country, but 
China can be seen as more than a nation-state, but a civilisation.

One of my first perspectives of China was from the 1958 epic Inn of 
the Sixth Happiness about the British missionary, Gladys Aylward, who 
saved many children, by bringing them over the Shanxi mountains during 
Japanese occupation in the 1930s. She was later honoured as a Chinese 
citizen.

It is impossible to look at the China-West relations without considering 
the Opium Wars and Boxer Rebellion of 1899. These events were to have 
a profound impact on the Chinese psyche to this day. In 1949, Communist 
victory led to Mao declaring the People’s Republic of China. The historic 
1972 visit by President Richard Nixon helped pave the way for China to 
open up to the world in 1978 under Deng. The brutal crackdown on the 
pro-democracy Tiananmen Protests of 1989 was broadcast around the 
world. The government’s response was to censor all discussion of the 
event and it remains taboo today.

In China, generational differences matter significantly more than the 
West. There is the old generation - those who lived before Mao’s declara-
tion in 1949; Mao’s Generation - those who grew up in his tumultuous 
years; and today’s generation - those born, and have grown up, in the 
‘new China’ that opened up in 1978. Gleaming skyscrapers and ambitious 
construction projects, as well as soaring tech giants and an increasingly 
growing middle class, define this new China.

The students I taught were aged between 15 and 18 and are the personi-
fication of this new Chinese Dream. My students varied greatly. A com-
mon characteristic is an introvert nature. Rather than discipline issues, 

WHAT’S ON IN GREYFRIARS DURING THE TRAIL
by Gwen Shaw

When the trail opens on 3rd August Greyfriars will be fully prepared for 
an interesting and enjoyable weekend of activities, with new ideas for 
children, and for adults who come to visit us, creative floral decorations 
and fascinating Scottish characters will greatly enhance our beautiful 
church.

Our title for the childrens’ activities “Stories from the Sea” will cover 
storytelling, puppet making, a treasure chest of things that children 
treasure and a quiz. The activities will be organized by the Sunday school 
teachers, Drostie and Rosemarie, and Laura Shaw. Members of the flow-
er team are creating flower arrangements based on the Famous Scottish 
Women which will be on display throughout the church.

The women chosen are “Mary Queen of Scots” who reigned from 1542 
– 1567 then abdicated in favour of her infant son James: imprisoned in 
Lochleven Castle, executed in 1587 after a long imprisonment by her 
cousin Queen Elizabeth I; Flora Macdonald, 1722-1790, who assisted 
“Bonnie Prince Charlie” in escaping from the Outer Hebrides after he 
took refuge there following his defeat at Culloden; Flora Drummond, 
Suffragette 1878–1949, also known as the ‘General’ for her habit of 
leading Womens’ Rights marches: her name is now on the statue to Mil-
licent Fawcett erected in Parliament Square and unveiled in 2018; Mairi 
Chisholm MM, OStJ, 1896–1981, Scottish nurse and ambulance driver 
in the first World War; Dr Elsie Inglis, 1864–1917, doctor, suffragist, 
founder of the Scottish Women’s Hospitals and secretary of the National 
Union of Womens’ Suffrage Societies. Margaret Wilson, c. 1667–11 May 
1685, was a young Scottish Covenanter from Wigtown in Scotland and 
executed by drowning for refusing to swear an oath declaring James VII 
(James II of England) as head of the church. She died along with Marga-
ret McLachlan (age 63). The two Margarets were known as the Wigtown 
Martyrs. Monuments to the Wigtown Martyrs exist in Wigtown, Newton 
Stewart and Stirling.
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GATEHOUSE GALA – a snapshot
29th July – 5th August

May the sun continue to shine for Gatehouse Gala Week!

The programme, worked on tirelessly throughout the year, is full of 
familiar events, but of tantalising tasters, too. 

On Sunday, Day One, the Gala Queen Parade will commence proceed-
ings, as she, accompanied by her Consort, her attendant and page, will 
be crowned. There will be pipes, dance, and the Creetown Silver Band 
(with Denis, 6.00 pm). Children on cycles, adults on cycles, tennis, 
treasure hunt and more.  

On Monday, Stephen, Susan, and others, will be in concert in St. Mary’s 
(6.30 pm). Every morning Dr David Steel will remind us of our 
heritage and history of the mill community in Gatehouse as he leads a 
walk, full of facts, anecdotes, and fun.  ‘Roon the Watter’ continues in 
circle, though anti-clockwise this year. Anwoth Art returns for a second 
exhibition midweek (Wednesday 10-4 pm), and that evening the 
popular procession of torches will commence at 9.45 pm to Garries 
Park, culminating in bonfire and fireworks. Pottery from Laggan will pop 
up in Gatehouse for children and adults alike to paint and enjoy 
(Thursday). The Drop-In will silently auction (Friday 5-6.30 pm). Guided 
walks are abundant in length and in gradient. Football, bingo, something 
for all.  Until Saturday, Gala Day, when exuberantly decorated floats will 
form the Grand Gala Parade to converge on the Park and compete as 
they have done for years, simultaneously providing entertainment and 
good humour.  Stalls will transform Garries Park with all the fun of the 
fair.

The week will conclude on Sunday as immaculate horsemen and wom-
en mark our borders, our marches, and with daylight and bunting still 
present we will wave as they pass – until next year.

Our hours for the childrens’ activities will be 10am–12 noon; 2pm–4pm 
on Friday, Saturday and Monday and 2pm–4pm on Sunday (Sunday school 
during church in the morning). Children under 12 must be accompanied by 
an adult.

The Church will be open daily from 10am–4pm closed on Sunday morning 
reopening at 2pm.  Do come and visit us.

Footnote:
The Suffragists believed in peaceful constitutional campaigning, whereas 
the Suffragettes believed in direct action. The Suffragists was a national 
organisation, the Suffragettes was a smaller organisation with 2,000 mem-
bers at its peak in 1914. The Suffragists allowed men to join, the
Suffragettes did not.

Elise Inglis Mhairi Chisholm

Wigtown Martyrs
Memorial
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What’s your favourite memory?
Drostie: that’s easy. It was when we made Easter cards, one of the 
children said she wanted to give her card to Jesus. It stopped me in my 
tracks! And the bishop’s visit and in particular when he blessed the chil-
dren at the end of the service.
Rosemarie: I walked into the class one morning and the children burst 
into song ‘Jesus bids me shine’ which brought a tear to my eye!

What do you hope for the coming year?
That the Sunday School continues to grow and that the close relation-
ship continues to flourish. We’ve got lots of exciting ideas for the coming 
year, so watch this space!

LIFE ON THE OCEAN WAVE

Sea Sunday, which is a world-wide event, is an opportunity to show our 
appreciation for all those who work at sea, and who often risk their lives 
to provide food, or transport goods, for us.

Local Stewartry Corps of the Sea Cadets marched to church in their 
smart uniforms, led by their officers and piper Dr David Hannay. Com-
modore Bob Williams, Royal Navy rtd, and Sea Cadet Hope Rowley read 
the lessons. The Royal Navy, the Merchant Navy, the Fishing Fleet, the 
Coast Guard, RNLI were prayed for - and particular mention was made 
of the anniversary of the Piper Alpha disaster where so many off-shore 
workers tragically died off the Scottish coast. Rector Stephen, who is 
Chaplain to the Sea Cadets, spoke of his time in Rotterdam with the Mis-
sion to Seafarers.

St. Mary’s in Gatehouse undertook a big programme of knitted garments 
for seafarers, which was presented to the Mission to Seafarers in the 
Port of Leith, Edinburgh.

DO YOU KNOW …
What the difference is between the Royal Navy and the Merchant Navy? 
Answer: The Royal Navy has sailors; the Merchant Navy are called 
seafarers.

A sample of the artwork by the Sunday School on display in the church
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How do you feel you work together?
We get on well for starters and that helps. And being the two of us takes 
the pressure off doing it yourself. (In fact, we discovered when we went 
on a course that it’s now illegal to run any kind of child care on your 
own). Our gifts complement each other, so we divide the work and the 
pre-planning for each class. We’re both widows, so we understand the 
need to be part of a community and feel supported by that community. 
Initially, Drostie wasn’t used to working with children, so Rosie is able to 
pass on her experience in that.

How often does Sunday School happen? 
On the first Sunday of each month. We agree the theme with Stephen 
and the watchword is ‘it has to be fun’, to show that church can be fun! 
The numbers can vary and we’ve had as few as one 1 and as many as 18! 
On average about eight children come.

What sort of things do you do?
The activities are always linked to the theme of the month. We have lots 
of children’s liturgy books we can get inspiration from. We always start 
with a prayer and with the same hymn (‘Jesus bids us shine’) which the 
children now know by heart and sing lustily! And we always have some 
kind of craft activity too.

SCVS MAY CLOSE!

The Stewartry Council 
Voluntary Services on 
Castle Street is under 
threat of imminent clo-
sure by the Council, due 
to lack of funds. If this 
goes ahead, it will be a 
devastating loss to vari-
ous groups and organisa-
tions in the Stewartry, 
including Greyfriars and 
St Mary’s. 

The SCVS is a valuable asset to the community, providing all kinds of helpful 
services – such as, photocopying our LINK magazine, information, auditing of 
accounts, focal point for what’s on and available in the Stewartry, etc.  – which 
the community will be hard pressed to access elsewhere. If the 
Council make the decision to close the office, it will take effect within 3 
months.

When hearing about the possible closure, Greyfriars’ member, Rosemarie Main 
immediately set about organising a petition. Rosemarie has form in this as 
she took part in a successful campaign to prevent Sandyhills Beach from being 
closed to the public! 

Rosemarie says: I thought this was a terrible loss to the local people. There are 
so many people in Kirkcudbright that work jolly hard to maintain the level of 
festivities for tourists and locals alike and yet by doing this the 
Council are not being supportive of these efforts.

However, it could be that matters are too far down the road to halt the inevita-
ble. A meeting takes place on Tuesday, 31st July in Castle Douglas. Rosemarie, 
with Rachel Inglis, will attend to voice their concerns. It is hoped that there will 
be sufficient opposition to persuade the Council to find alternative cheaper 
premises to continue this valuable community asset. 
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CHILDREN’S WORK AT GREYFRIARS
LINK spoke to Drostie Tame and Rosemarie Main about the 
Greyfriars’ Sunday School

Sunday School has been going for well over a year now – how does 
that feel?
It’s great to be a part of something that we hope will grow and also 
to be giving back something to the church and the community. 
Nowadays, the schools seem to offer little religious teaching.

Are you pleased you accepted Stephen’s invitation, Drostie?
Yes! I know it might sound clichéd, but it really is an honour and 
privilege to be asked to do something that could make such a differ-
ence in the children’s spiritual journey. 

When did you begin working with Drostie, Rosemarie?
When Stephen announced that the Sunday School was starting I ap-
proached Drostie and offered to help. I’ve been a play group worker 
for many years and started a mother and toddler group in Dalbeattie 
High School years’ ago when I lived there. And even longer ago, I did 
a College course in child care! I’m delighted; for me, teaching chil-
dren to care for one another is the really important thing.

BOOK REVIEW, by Rachel Inglis
Tattoos on the Heart, by Gregory Boyle SJ, published 2010, by Free 
Press, NY.
Winner of the 2011 PEN Center USA Literary Award for Creative 
Nonfiction

A news piece on the BBC website caught my 
eye recently. It was entitled ‘LA gang culture 
coming to the UK’ and was illustrated with 
a picture of two sobbing teenagers at the 
funeral of a friend who had been shot.  At the 
time, I was in the middle of reading this book 
which is about ‘Homeboy Industries (HBI)’, 
a Jesuit programme set up in LA to assist 
former gang-involved youth become positive 
and contributing members of society.  

A friend gave me the book as a birthday 
present.  It’s not the kind I normally read and I wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect other than maybe breathless accounts of lives miraculously turned 
round and statistics about how many gang members had been helped.  
How wrong I was! 

The author wrote the book “so that people will see what I’ve been 
privileged to see in the lives and experiences of gang members: cour-
age, nobility, decency, holiness, and the face of God. I’ve come to stand 
in awe at who they are and what they’ve had to carry.” Apart from the 
first chapter he doesn’t give any facts about the programme. He sim-
ply tells stories about the homies and homegirls, which are parables of 
faith really, arranged around themes such as compassion, kinship, grace, 
redemption and the ‘no matter whatness’ of God’s unconditional love. 
And Greg – or ‘G-dog’ as the homies call him – is a terrific story teller. 
His stories, littered with colourful Latino patois and even more colourful 
language, are both gut-wrenchingly sad and laugh-out-loud hilarious. 
They are agonising, hopeful and deeply affecting.
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AN APPRECIATION OF (Robert) Grant Oliver
By Robert Reddaway

Grant Oliver is my friend. I will always carry a special place in my heart 
for him who, indeed, remains in every sense my friend.

I met Grant and Patricia Oliver in the early 1980's; we shared a lot in 
common about people, quality of life and what was important to us 
both. However Grant and Patricia really became special to me over the 
past 18 years or so. We bonded with a deeper understanding of life's 
values and our shared sense of fun and adventure.

Grant was always an inspiration to me. His innate goodness and Christian 
attitude to life always inspired me. We were actually two very differ-
ent people, but we always had a deep respect and understanding for 
each other. I so enjoyed Grant's company on the many holidays we took 
together and at home. I looked forward to sitting next to him in church 
on Sundays and having a chat. He gave me a sense of well-being and a 
reverence for life.

Grant's spirituality was shown through all that he did for Greyfriars 
church as well as through his family and friends. He gave me an added 
interest in Greyfriars which prompted me to serve on the vestry.

Grant also introduced me to a wonderful set of family values which I was 
missing in my life, being an only child with no immediate family of my 
own. Grant and Patricia's beautiful family warmly embraced John (Curtis) 
and myself, sharing much of their lives with us.

Death inevitably changes many things, but life does go on and those 
who inspire us are always with us. That is why Grant will always be in my 
heart and remain my friend.

There’s a particularly insightful chapter on ‘success’ which I feel eve-
ryone in any kind of pastoral or soul ministry should read and take to 
heart. He quotes Mother Theresa who said ‘we are not called to be 
successful but to be faithful’.  Greg writes: “Jesus was always too busy 
being faithful to worry about success. I’m not opposed to success; I 
just think we should accept it only if it is a by-product of our fidelity. 
If our primary concern is results, we will choose to work only with 
those who give us good ones.”

On more than one occasion I wondered how on earth Greg coped 
with the grief and pain, after yet another getting-himself-together 
homie was shot dead in some senseless manner. He writes: “we seek 
to tell each person this truth: they are exactly what God had in mind 
when God made them-and then we watch, from this privileged place, 
as people inhabit this truth. Nothing is the same again. No bullet can 
pierce this, no prison walls can keep this out. And death can’t touch 
it – it is just that huge.”  

Now that’s a truth worth inhabiting to the full, whether you live in 
LA, London or Kirkcudbright. 
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

sure many of you echo this, the more I long for the simpler life and the 
faith to go with it.

Having an eco-conscience is surely part of returning to a simpler and 
healthier diet, and bread is part of this. We eat wholemeal by the 
batch, thinking it cuts down the carbohydrates - actually “no”! Do not 
be deceived either by commercial ploy. Recently a well-known super-
market was caught out in a cunning plan to hark back to the days of 
freshly-baked bread. As the customer entered their store, 
s/he was greeted with the aroma of an old-fashioned bakery wafting 
through the air. People bought the “fresh” loaves by the thousands, 
but what the rogue store was actually doing was working a fan behind 
a screen which pervaded the air with the glorious nostalgic smell. 
It enticed nostrils, emptied pockets, and helped kill the earth in the 
transportation process - it had been mass-produced miles away.

In our Lord’s day, bread was a staple diet. In context Jesus was not 
condemning bread, but answering the temptation that power, pres-
tige, and influence are worth yielding to. They are not! Gone may be 
(and good riddance to it) the materialism of the 70’s and 80’s. There 
has been a yearning for some years in the vast increase in “spiritual-
ity”. Some of it can lead down strange dietary pathways! The good 
citizens of Vancouver, Canada can partake of Hot Dog Water (at £22 a 
go) which promises endless life-enhancing properties. I prefer the 
simplicity of John Bunyan: “Hope is never ill when faith is well”.
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

The long hot summer, the simple life, 
and bread.

As I write this, the national heat wave contin-
ues, and we seem to be also basking in the 
nostalgia of the simpler days of a long hot 
summer following a harsh cold winter.

I remember the last such heat wave of 1975. I worked in a large air-
less transport office and the boss required all the young male clerks 
to not only wear a tie but a jacket as well. Not all nostalgia tells the 
truth; I had forgotten how miserable I was!

There is often a collective nostalgia for the simpler good life of the 
past. Nowhere is this more evident than in what we eat. In our 
church worship, the simple but powerful image of bread conveys 
the simple but powerful symbolism of life itself. “Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word which proceeds from the mouth 
of God” (Luke 4:4). Bread is still the staple diet of much of the world 
today, and richly symbolic of life itself. The older I become, and I am 

5th August 2018
  Exodus 16:2 - 4; 9 - 15
  Ephesians 4:1 - 16
  John 6:24 - 35
  
12th August 2018
  1 Kings 19:4 - 8
  Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2
  John 6:35, 41 - 51

19th August 2018
  Proverbs 9:1 - 6
  Ephesians 5:15 - 20
  John 6:51 - 58

26th August 2018
  Joshua 24:1 - 2a, 14 - 18
  Ephesians 6:10 - 20
  John 6:56 - 69

2nd September 2018
  Deuteronomy 4:1 - 2, 6 - 9
  James 1:17 - 27
  Mark 7:1 - 8, 14 - 15, 21 - 23
    
9th September 2018
  Isaiah 35:4-7a
  James 2:1 - 10, (11 - 13), 14 - 17
  Mark 7:24 - 37

16th September 2018
  Isaiah 50:4 - 9a
  James 3:1 - 12
  Mark 8:27 - 38

23rd September 2018
  Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-     
  2:1, 12-22
  James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a
  Mark 4:35 - end

30th September 2018
  Numbers 11:4 - 6, 10 - 16, 24 - 29
  James 5:13 - 20
  Mark 9:38 - 50

Our supreme purpose in life is not to make a fortune, nor to pursue 
pleasure, nor to write our name on history, but to discover [the] 
spark of the divine that is in our hearts.
Eknath Easwaran
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Susan Davies      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Anthony Bird       
Vestry Members  Mr James Burkett, Dr Mike Moore
         Mr Robert Reddaway
    Ms Drostie Tame
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                      Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
    Mrs Vivien Dania  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 
Sunday School   Ms Drostie Tame & Rosemarie Main
Sunday School    Is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  
Secretary   Mrs Laura  Durling
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Ms Dee Du Rose
    Mrs Janet Hannay
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Catherine Kaye  
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Laura Durling
E: girthonoldmanse@btinternet.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/ LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and

Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Rachel Inglis
Other photographs provided by Rachel Inglis, Alec Blackadder, Sam Kelly, 
Vivien Dania, Pene Richmond

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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Patient Trust

Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything 
to reach the end without delay. 

We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown,

something new. 

And yet it is the law of all progress 
that it is made by passing through 

some stages of instability— 
and that it may take a very long time.

And so I think it is with you; 
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, 

let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 
Don’t try to force them on, 

as though you could be today what time 
(that is to say, grace and circumstances 

acting on your own good will) 
will make of you tomorrow.

Only God could say what this new spirit 
gradually forming within you will be. 

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 
that his hand is leading you, 

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 
in suspense and incomplete.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ


