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Waking up this morning, I smile.
Twenty-four brand new hours are before me.

I vow to live fully in each moment
and to look at all beings with eyes of compassion.

Thich Nhat Hanh
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Susan Davies      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Grant  Oliver       
Vestry Members  Mr James Burkett, Dr Mike Moore
         Mr Robert Reddaway
    Ms Drostie Tame
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                      Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
    Mrs Vivien Dania  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Mr Richard Durling
Secretary   Mrs Laura  Durling
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Ms Dee Du Rose
    Mr Richard Durling
    Mrs Janet Hannay
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Mary Ashmore  
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Laura Durling
E: girthonoldmanse@btinternet.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Alec Blackadder.
Other photographs provided by Mary Ashmore, Alec Blackadder, 
Rachel Inglis, Hazel Hazlett

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  If you have an idea for an article or book review, do please let us 
know.  A copy of all material for the magazine should be sent to both  
editors. 

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

1st April 2018
  Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9
  or   1 Corinthians 15:1-11
  John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8

8th April 2018
  Acts 4:32-35 or 
  Exodus 14:10-end;   15:20-21
  or 1 John 1:1 - 2:2
  John 20:19-end
  
 15th April 2018
  Acts 3:12-19 or 
  Zephaniah 3:14-19
  or 1 John 3:1-7
  Luke 24:36b-48

 22nd April 2018
  Acts 4:5-12 or
  Genesis 7:1-5.11-18; 
   8:6-18; 9:8-13
   or 1 John 3:16-end
  John 10:11-18

29th April 2018
  Acts 8:26-end or 
  Genesis 22:1-18
  or 1 John 4:7 - end
  John 15:1-8

6th May 2018
  Acts 10:44 - end or Isaiah 55:1-11
  or 1 John 5:1-6
  John 15:9-17
  
13th May 2018
  Acts 1:15-17,21-end or Ezekiel     
  36:24-28
  or 1 John 5:9-13
  John 17:6-19

20th May 2018
  Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14
  Romans 8:22-27
  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

27th May 2018
  Isaiah 6:1-8
  Romans 8:12-17
  John 3:1-17

“Watch your thoughts; they become words. Watch your words; they 
become actions. Watch your actions; they become habits. Watch your 
habits; they become your character. Watch your character; it becomes 
your destiny.” Fr Richard Rohr

ANTICIPATING EASTER 

It has been a long winter. You know it has been 
when even the news programmes replace 
Brexit or Scottish fishing rights with the havoc 
the white stuff can cause.

The weather can actually affect us. We all need 
the Vitamin D sunshine brings. For some people there has been 
acute suffering; families trapped in snow-bound cars, elderly people 
unable to attend hospital appointments, and even hospital 
appointments having to be cancelled - despite the heroism of 
doctors trudging through the elements to care for their patients.

There is a wonderful North American phrase which encapsulates 
the rather depressed feeling this dreary weather gives us: Cabin 
fever. I imagine a lonely log cabin in Alaska surrounded by deep 
snow with the inhabitants sitting around a dwindling supply of 
wood and feeling darkly depressive. The phrase actually means 
“extreme irritability and restlessness from living in isolation or a 
confined indoor area for a prolonged time” (Merriam-Webster 
dictionary 1918).

For many people winter can be something to be got through, with 
the promise of spring around the corner. Christians may wrongly 
assume the rigors of Lent and the dark passion of Holy Week is 
something to be “got through” so Easter can be properly enjoyed. 
Each season is valid in its own spirituality. Yet it is our nature to 
rush ahead, looking forward to something else. The temptation is to 
overlook current blessings, even if they are to be found in adverse 
circumstances, and to discount challenges altogether. Lent and Holy 
Week are such wonderful opportunities to go deeper with God, and 
to know better the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ who suffered and 
died for us.
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

The Lent and Passiontide we have just lived through have been a 
preparation for Easter, a Dress Rehearsal every bit as real as the Grand 
Opening itself. Lent has been personal faith, now Easter is public 
acclamation. The audience will be there, but we who have been bit- 
players in the grand drama now join in welcoming the truth of life 
being victorious over death.

E. L. Budry’s famous Easter hymn “Thine be the Glory” concludes:

No more we doubt Thee,
glorious Prince of Life,

life is naught without Thee,
aid us in our strife.

EASTER SERVICES 
IN GREYFRIARS, KIRKCUDBRIGHT AND 
ST. MARY’S, GATEHOUSE-OF-FLEET

Sunday, 1st April
Easter Day – Sung Eucharist
9.30 am St. Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
11 am, with Sunday School, Greyfriars, 
Kirkcudbright



19
4

Castle Douglas, St Ninian’s 
We were told the Pilgrimage to St Ninian’s Cave had been very successful, 
maybe will be held every other year. Training day for pastoral assistants 
offering home communion was a success. They hosted the diocesan “Ad-
vent Quiet Day” on 2nd December, attendance was good. Similar events 
for December 2018 hopefully. 

Ann Gaunt had asked the Council’s opinion whether these days should be 
with or without activities. There was a preference for no activities. 

Annan, St John’s (part of the Annandale Group): 
The churches had a number of losses of clergy and lay people due to 
retirement or death. 

The Council discussed its role and working, and the topics that would 
arise in 2018 / 19, which could be discussed at Regional Council. Speak-
ers could be invited, e.g. decreasing numbers in church congregations; 
ministering to the elderly; new services and Rites; maybe, the production 
of service sheets that were easy to follow; the fewer number of weddings 
and funerals in Scottish Episcopal churches. Mr David Rose said it was 
hoped to structure meetings to address these topics. 
The meeting ended with the Grace. 

The Diocesan Synod meeting on 3rd March 2018 was cancelled due to 
bad weather. New date to be arranged. 
Barbara Hawkesford    Lay Representative

LINK MAGAZINE
 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - £10
 The annual subscription to receive the LINK Magazine is due. The 
 magazine is an essential publication to the vibrant life of our two 
 churches.
 I should be grateful if you would make your payment as soon as possible         
to your respective Church Treasurer. Please also let them know if you    
would like the magazine to be sent to you if you are unable to collect it 
from church. Thank you.

BIG LIT: THE STEWARTRY BOOK FESTIVAL
by Christine Ashworth

This year, Big Lit runs from 19th to 22nd April in 2018. The main 
theme will celebrate 100 years of women’s suffrage and the 
centenary of the end of World War One.

Chrys Salt and Richard Macfarlane 
bought The Bakehouse on the High 
Street, Gatehouse of Fleet in 2001 
since when they have developed the 
old shop into a studio for exhibitions 
and workshops and the eighteenth 
century Bakehouse itself into a
performance space for events 
including book launches, poetry readings and small scale theatre. 
Chrys, a poet, writer and director who has worked as an actress 
in theatre, radio and television, has brought many nationally-ac-
claimed writers, poets and performers to Gatehouse of Fleet since 
the turn of the millennium. She is also an enthusiastic promoter of 
talent from across Dumfries and Galloway, and she was awarded an 
MBE for services to the Arts in Dumfries and Galloway in the 2014 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

Following the success of The Bakehouse, Chrys was encouraged to 
launch the Stewartry Book Festival, Big Lit, which is now in its eighth 
year. Audiences are growing, more local venues are 

becoming involved and Chrys tells us 
that last year’s monitoring forms 
expressed almost universal approval. 

For more information and to check this 
year’s programme, see www.biglit.org
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GALLOWAY REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
at St Ninian’s, Castle Douglas on 30th January 2018 

My first meeting as Lay Representative so I was feeling a bit apprehen-
sive, but I was soon greeted by everyone and enjoyed a lovely shared 
lunch. 

There was no speaker this month, Stephen did the opening prayer. I 
must say at this point I will be thanking Tom Jones for all his hard work 
as previous Lay Representative; he was so dedicated. We do tend to 
take people and the things they do for granted. Thank you, Tom. 

Nominations had already been received for the General Synod. The 
representative from each church gave a short report on their Mission 
Action Planning. 

Lockerbie, All Saints: 
New members were attending as a result of other churches closing. 
They also had a Taizé service which was hoped would bring in new 
people. 

New Galloway, St Margaret of Scotland: 
The Vestry was organised into groups, they had Lent lunches, plant and 
baking events, to attract more people, but these didn’t always result in 
those people attending church. 

Gatehouse, St Mary’s: 
We were told they had Taizé services, this was attracting people from 
other churches and holidaymakers. The windows were being restored 
at present. 

Kirkcudbright, Greyfriars: 
Church numbers were increasing with a few younger people and 
holidaymakers, and having a Sunday School once a month, which hope-
fully will grow. 

THE VISIT OF  BISHOP GREGOR

Children of Greyfriars’ Sunday School with their teacher Drostie Tame 
and assistants, Rosie  Main and Catherine Summers, on the occasion 
of the Bishop of Glasgow & Galloway’s visit to Kirkcudbright and Gate-
house Scottish Episcopal Churches on 4th February. +Bishop Gregor 
blessed each child by name.
Stephen D Hazlett 
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THE CARPENTERS  by Mike Quirk

There is little or no skill in turning a tree into a cross.
They could have used a forest woodcutter.

Me, I'm a master carpenter, I'm a craftsman.
They don't use a blacksmith to knock in the nails.

Why is Calvary so crowded, why all the noise,
why have we made so many crosses this time.
The crosses look like sad letters sat on this hill.

This one must be what all the fuss is about,
he has carried his cross up to the top of Skull hill,

the family are here to watch his crucifixion.
He must have committed a very serious crime.

They say he was an evangelist who upset the priests.
He doesn't look like a dangerous criminal.

How I hate the sound of those damned hammers.

He was born the son of a carpenter like us.
His father was a respected furniture craftsman,

then he deserved a better cross.
His family should have been shown more respect.
We could have planed it smooth and polished it.

What sort of message is that sending out.

This storm is very frightening. Listen to that wind,
yet you can still hear the womenfolk weeping.
If he was a carpenter then he was one of us.

We ought to say a prayer to St Claudius of Becadon,
who is the patron saint of all us woodworkers.

Then at least we will know he is in good company.
Next year nobody will even remember his name…..

(The season of the Passion is passed, yet this poem is still relevant. The cruci-
fied are still with us – those who are oppressed, tortured, imprisoned, ethni-
cally cleansed. Who are the crucified of today for you? How do you feel you 
can show compassion for them? Ed.)

VISIT OF BISHOP GREGOR

We were delighted after being grounded for a week or two to be able to 
join the service at Greyfriars for the bishop’s visit. Warmly welcomed, we 
entered a busy church, full of people, some young enough to take part in 
the monthly Sunday School. In these days of smaller congregations, it is 
uplifting to see children in church. They are the next generation pointing 
unequivocally to the future, their presence putting a smile on our faces 
and an opportunity to exchange those smiles.

Bishop Gregor, who had a severe stroke almost a year ago, demonstrated 
his positive attitude to recovery by standing almost throughout. The chil-
dren returned after Sunday School, clutching their creative contributions. 
The bishop knelt to have a word with each child individually. They were 
listening and responding, asking questions, and showing great interest.

After the service we moved from our pews to enjoy lunch. This is always a 
particular pleasure when both St Mary’s and Greyfriars share in its prepa-
ration. The tables were full of good food, and of the goodwill which pro-
duced it.  Once again, thank you Greyfriars.               Jane Richardson
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Using imagination and some poetic licence, and drawing on the lives 
of many contemporary women she’s encountered on her journey and 
who have made an impact on her, Edwina puts flesh, blood and heart 
into these women from Scripture. Her poetry gives substance and dig-
nity to their stories. We too get to know them, and to encounter them 
within our own stories:

In the torn threads
of our own journeys,

we need to weave you, Mary,
sister and friend,

into our lives
that we might
stir and rise,

fluttering in the hope of
new beginnings,

no matter how long dead
we have lain

in the ground.
Ah, then, Mary,

brave woman of Magdala,
we too will run
from our tombs
singing our song
of resurrection

with you, soul sister,
into the bright,

bright sun.

Bishop Gregor enjoying a quiet moment

The tables were full of good food

A chance to catch up 
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Rachel Inglis reviews ‘SOUL SISTERS: Women in Scripture 
Speak to Women Today’, by Edwina Gateley, with art by 
Louis Glanzman. Orbis Books. 2002.

Poet, prophet, mystic, activist, Edwina Gateley is one of my heroes. She is 
founder of the Volunteer Missionary Movement which sends lay mission-
aries abroad, and of Genesis House in Chicago, a residential and outreach 
programme for women in prostitution. Just one of these achievements 
would be impressive enough, but each required guts, determination, 
self-sacrifice and setting her face against all kinds of (mainly institutional) 
discouragement to bring to fruition. Yes, I’m a great admirer of hers.

So, when I saw this book recently, I reached for it to have a flick through. I 
wasn’t prepared to be quite so blown away.

Edwina had been equally blown away when she first encountered the 
paintings by Glanzman of women from the New Testament. “The faces 
rose from the prints and spoke to me,” she writes. “I felt at last that I had 
actually met them …. Indeed I had. They were people I already knew.”

Edwina heard that Orbis was planning to publish a book of these paint-
ings and looking for someone to write the text. Her name wasn’t on the 
short-list of prospective authors. So, she writes, she did something unprec-
edented, she phoned the publishers and pleaded with them that she be 
that author. “These are my soul sisters,” she said “I know their stories, and 
they can only be told in poetry.”

Happily, Orbis agreed. And what powerful poetry Edwina has written to 
accompany the equally moving portraits of twelve women from the New 
Testament: Elizabeth, Anna the  Prophetess, Mary, The Widow’s Mite, 
Martha, The Infirm Woman, The Samaritan Woman, The Woman Caught in 
Adultery, The Woman with the Hemorrhage, The Daughter of Jairus, The 
Penitent Woman and Mary Magdalene. Remarkably, only five women are 
named, yet they aren’t strangers to us as their stories have been recorded 
in Scripture.

A POEM
(slightly adapted from a parody by Anon)

When Book of Common Prayer was rife
And Tudor speech no harm meant,

A loyal Cramner’s man was I,
And so I got preferment;

And when they gave us Series One
Communion Rite amended

I gave it loyally a run
And said, ‘Why, this is splendid!’

For Synod Law I will maintain
Until my dying day, Sir;

Whatever Series comes to reign,
I’ll be a Vicar of Cary, Sir’

The next to come was Series II
With all its innovations,
And loyally I made it do
With all its limitations.

I gladly said ‘Thy will be done
‘On earth’ instead of ‘in it’

For Synod Law I will maintain
Until my dying day, Sir;

Whatever Series comes to reign,
I’ll be Rector of Ansford, Sir’

Then A.S.B. upon us burst
With all its verbal changes,

And loyal Presidents did thirst
To sample all its ranges.

Gone were such words as Thee and Thou,
We greet our God as You, Sir,

And if you would be ‘with it’ now
You’d drop old Series II, Sir;

For Synod Law I will maintain
Until my dying day, Sir;
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PRAYER

Prayer is simply talking to, and 
listening to God. It is the life 
blood of the church. The names 
on our weekly pew-sheets are of 
people, known or unknown to 
us, who so appreciate our care to 
commit them to the gracious love 
of God, even when they them-
selves may not feel like doing so.

Please feel free to add names, even just the first name of either your-
self or someone you would like us to pray for, and we will remember 
them in our weekly intercessions.

In addition we have a prayer tree in Greyfriars. Please use it! Add to it, 
pray from it. Some of the prayers from children are the most moving. 
One simply says: ‘I love God’.

Stephen D Hazlett

And don’t forget also that we provide prayer blankets, free, which are 
found at the back of Greyfriars’ church. Ed.

Whatever Series comes to reign,
I’m in Ansford and Cary.

For Common Worship now we yearn
I hope we won’t be vexed, Sir!
More verbal juggling to learn

Is what we do expect, Sir,
Perhaps quite soon we’ll all be taught

To call the Lord ‘Old Chappie’
And having thus reduced to naught

All reverence, they’ll be happy!
For Synod Law I will maintain
Until my dying day, Sir; - but

Whatever Series comes to reign,
God’s Word remains the same, Sir!

JUST A MOMENT

Thursdays from 11-11.15am in Greyfriars church

A moment of quiet prayer together.
All are welcome
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LINK: How would you sum up Greyfriars’ part in your musical 
development?

PATRICK: Greyfriars has played quite a large part in my development. 
I am much more confident about performing because I am used to 
playing in front of the congregation. Another aspect of my devel-
opment which is almost entirely due to playing at Greyfriars is my 
sight reading. I can sight read relatively well, and that is down to the 
practice of learning four new hymns every week for years, I certainly 
wouldn't be able to read as fast as I can if it wasn't for this. Also, 
because I am quite familiar with the harmonic style of hymns I find
influences sneaking into my work from there. There are certain
intervals I like a lot which are in almost all my pieces, and they are 
frequently found in hymn music.

LINK: What are you doing now, and what are your hopes for the 
future?
 
PATRICK: Almost all my friends from University are musicians, my 
girlfriend is a professional musician, I spend a lot of time writing or 
studying or thinking about music. I am currently trying to build my 
network and improve my skills. In the future, I hope to be composing 
full time and earning my living from it but I'm not sure exactly how I 
want to do that. One of the obvious routes is film music, and I enjoyed 
my film project over the summer. As a composer you spend a lot of 
time alone focussing on your writing, so it was quite a nice change to 
be part of a team. However, I will not be certain that film music is the 
perfect route for me until I have more experience, so I'm thinking of 
other options just in case! Currently, I am composing a piece for the 
opening ceremony of the Moat Brae in Dumfries, which will be my 
biggest piece to date.

SPRING 2018
by Jane Richardson

The beauty of the snow 
masks the problems 
associated with it. ‘Snow 
chaos’, red warning, am-
ber too, reach us through 
our radios and televisions. 
Nonetheless it is indisput-
ably a wonderful sight as 
we look towards the hills in 
the intermittent sunshine. Then comes the whiteout, blowing in, fiercely 
cold, obliterating all but the few feet in front of us. Much like life, really.

There have been some sad winter moments in Gatehouse over the last 
few weeks and when one has personal distractions, one can be aware of 
those but, like the swirling snow storm, only able to concentrate on our 
immediate surroundings.

Several years ago we were caught by the ash crisis, when passing through 
Hong Kong. We were there for over two weeks instead of the original two 
days. The news channel showed complete lockdown at Heathrow, and we 
could do nothing.

We attended services at St John’s Cathedral and once as we left the priest 
shook hands, exhorting us to ‘Enjoy your tribulations’. An interesting 
twist, which we found was in fact possible! A little homily to circumnavi-
gate what life throws at us. One we can use to look forward to warmer 
days, lighter evenings, and a colourful spring, already determined to 
emerge.



11 12

PATRICK DUPUY
Pianist, composer – and part-time organist 

LINK: Greyfriars has been enjoying the pieces of music you play 
during communion and we discovered that you’ve been playing your 
own compositions! Congratulations. How did you get into composing?
 
Patrick: I started composing in my last two years of school. It had never 
occurred to me to try. I felt that only the really amazing musicians were 
allowed to be composers. But my teachers encouraged me. I was always 
interested in theory and how pieces were put together, and it was al-
most as if I needed permission to start. I then moved to the University of 
Aberdeen where the staff were extremely discouraging of composition 
that wasn't overtly modern, which is not my style. When I left I was so 
fed up that I had decided I would abandon music as a career altogether. 
However, in the last year or so my enthusiasm has returned and I am 
now writing more than I ever have.

Over the summer I worked on a feature film and then I've probably writ-
ten between 10 and 20 pieces for piano, most of them relatively short 
works. I currently have two pieces which are not entirely instrumental, 
one choir piece set to a poem by Tennyson called A Farewell and a Scot-
tish song called In the Gloaming set to a poem by Meta Orred. Stephen 
read an excerpt from that poem in one of his sermons which is how I 
found it! 

LINK: Who are your main musical influences?
 
PATRICK: My favourite composer is probably Berlioz. I’m also influenced 
by certain people I know and experiences I’ve had, inspiration can really 
come from the most unexpected places. I tend to have three styles I 
write in - Scottish, Classical and my own unmodified style. I'm still work-
ing out exactly what my own unmodified style sounds like! I'm sure it 
will take me years.

LINK: How did it come about that you became the Greyfriars’ organist?

PATRICK: I was about 14; I had played the piano at a Rotary Young Musi-
cian of the Year event (which I didn't win) and was approached after-
wards about playing the organ. I was interested of course, and after 
being equipped with a hymn book and an introduction to the Greyfriars’ 
instrument, I started.

LINK: What were the challenges?

PATRICK: One of the main challenges was working out how everything 
worked on the organ, and being comfortable playing to a congregation. 
I was very nervous about playing in front of an audience at that stage, 
as I had very little experience of that. I was very lucky as everybody was 
extremely patient and encouraging while I worked everything out. I also 
found out very quickly that playing with singers is quite different to play-
ing on your own, you can't just slow down at the more difficult bits!

LINK: What do you enjoy about it?

PATRICK: There are some moments when 
it's a really good hymn and the congre-
gation are really going for it that feel 
extremely uplifting. I also enjoy seeing 
others enjoying what I do, that makes 
me feel really good.
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gation are really going for it that feel 
extremely uplifting. I also enjoy seeing 
others enjoying what I do, that makes 
me feel really good.
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LINK: How would you sum up Greyfriars’ part in your musical 
development?

PATRICK: Greyfriars has played quite a large part in my development. 
I am much more confident about performing because I am used to 
playing in front of the congregation. Another aspect of my devel-
opment which is almost entirely due to playing at Greyfriars is my 
sight reading. I can sight read relatively well, and that is down to the 
practice of learning four new hymns every week for years, I certainly 
wouldn't be able to read as fast as I can if it wasn't for this. Also, 
because I am quite familiar with the harmonic style of hymns I find
influences sneaking into my work from there. There are certain
intervals I like a lot which are in almost all my pieces, and they are 
frequently found in hymn music.

LINK: What are you doing now, and what are your hopes for the 
future?
 
PATRICK: Almost all my friends from University are musicians, my 
girlfriend is a professional musician, I spend a lot of time writing or 
studying or thinking about music. I am currently trying to build my 
network and improve my skills. In the future, I hope to be composing 
full time and earning my living from it but I'm not sure exactly how I 
want to do that. One of the obvious routes is film music, and I enjoyed 
my film project over the summer. As a composer you spend a lot of 
time alone focussing on your writing, so it was quite a nice change to 
be part of a team. However, I will not be certain that film music is the 
perfect route for me until I have more experience, so I'm thinking of 
other options just in case! Currently, I am composing a piece for the 
opening ceremony of the Moat Brae in Dumfries, which will be my 
biggest piece to date.

SPRING 2018
by Jane Richardson

The beauty of the snow 
masks the problems 
associated with it. ‘Snow 
chaos’, red warning, am-
ber too, reach us through 
our radios and televisions. 
Nonetheless it is indisput-
ably a wonderful sight as 
we look towards the hills in 
the intermittent sunshine. Then comes the whiteout, blowing in, fiercely 
cold, obliterating all but the few feet in front of us. Much like life, really.

There have been some sad winter moments in Gatehouse over the last 
few weeks and when one has personal distractions, one can be aware of 
those but, like the swirling snow storm, only able to concentrate on our 
immediate surroundings.

Several years ago we were caught by the ash crisis, when passing through 
Hong Kong. We were there for over two weeks instead of the original two 
days. The news channel showed complete lockdown at Heathrow, and we 
could do nothing.

We attended services at St John’s Cathedral and once as we left the priest 
shook hands, exhorting us to ‘Enjoy your tribulations’. An interesting 
twist, which we found was in fact possible! A little homily to circumnavi-
gate what life throws at us. One we can use to look forward to warmer 
days, lighter evenings, and a colourful spring, already determined to 
emerge.
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PRAYER

Prayer is simply talking to, and 
listening to God. It is the life 
blood of the church. The names 
on our weekly pew-sheets are of 
people, known or unknown to 
us, who so appreciate our care to 
commit them to the gracious love 
of God, even when they them-
selves may not feel like doing so.

Please feel free to add names, even just the first name of either your-
self or someone you would like us to pray for, and we will remember 
them in our weekly intercessions.

In addition we have a prayer tree in Greyfriars. Please use it! Add to it, 
pray from it. Some of the prayers from children are the most moving. 
One simply says: ‘I love God’.

Stephen D Hazlett

And don’t forget also that we provide prayer blankets, free, which are 
found at the back of Greyfriars’ church. Ed.

Whatever Series comes to reign,
I’m in Ansford and Cary.

For Common Worship now we yearn
I hope we won’t be vexed, Sir!
More verbal juggling to learn

Is what we do expect, Sir,
Perhaps quite soon we’ll all be taught

To call the Lord ‘Old Chappie’
And having thus reduced to naught

All reverence, they’ll be happy!
For Synod Law I will maintain
Until my dying day, Sir; - but

Whatever Series comes to reign,
God’s Word remains the same, Sir!

JUST A MOMENT

Thursdays from 11-11.15am in Greyfriars church

A moment of quiet prayer together.
All are welcome
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Rachel Inglis reviews ‘SOUL SISTERS: Women in Scripture 
Speak to Women Today’, by Edwina Gateley, with art by 
Louis Glanzman. Orbis Books. 2002.

Poet, prophet, mystic, activist, Edwina Gateley is one of my heroes. She is 
founder of the Volunteer Missionary Movement which sends lay mission-
aries abroad, and of Genesis House in Chicago, a residential and outreach 
programme for women in prostitution. Just one of these achievements 
would be impressive enough, but each required guts, determination, 
self-sacrifice and setting her face against all kinds of (mainly institutional) 
discouragement to bring to fruition. Yes, I’m a great admirer of hers.

So, when I saw this book recently, I reached for it to have a flick through. I 
wasn’t prepared to be quite so blown away.

Edwina had been equally blown away when she first encountered the 
paintings by Glanzman of women from the New Testament. “The faces 
rose from the prints and spoke to me,” she writes. “I felt at last that I had 
actually met them …. Indeed I had. They were people I already knew.”

Edwina heard that Orbis was planning to publish a book of these paint-
ings and looking for someone to write the text. Her name wasn’t on the 
short-list of prospective authors. So, she writes, she did something unprec-
edented, she phoned the publishers and pleaded with them that she be 
that author. “These are my soul sisters,” she said “I know their stories, and 
they can only be told in poetry.”

Happily, Orbis agreed. And what powerful poetry Edwina has written to 
accompany the equally moving portraits of twelve women from the New 
Testament: Elizabeth, Anna the  Prophetess, Mary, The Widow’s Mite, 
Martha, The Infirm Woman, The Samaritan Woman, The Woman Caught in 
Adultery, The Woman with the Hemorrhage, The Daughter of Jairus, The 
Penitent Woman and Mary Magdalene. Remarkably, only five women are 
named, yet they aren’t strangers to us as their stories have been recorded 
in Scripture.

A POEM
(slightly adapted from a parody by Anon)

When Book of Common Prayer was rife
And Tudor speech no harm meant,

A loyal Cramner’s man was I,
And so I got preferment;

And when they gave us Series One
Communion Rite amended

I gave it loyally a run
And said, ‘Why, this is splendid!’

For Synod Law I will maintain
Until my dying day, Sir;

Whatever Series comes to reign,
I’ll be a Vicar of Cary, Sir’

The next to come was Series II
With all its innovations,
And loyally I made it do
With all its limitations.

I gladly said ‘Thy will be done
‘On earth’ instead of ‘in it’

For Synod Law I will maintain
Until my dying day, Sir;

Whatever Series comes to reign,
I’ll be Rector of Ansford, Sir’

Then A.S.B. upon us burst
With all its verbal changes,

And loyal Presidents did thirst
To sample all its ranges.

Gone were such words as Thee and Thou,
We greet our God as You, Sir,

And if you would be ‘with it’ now
You’d drop old Series II, Sir;

For Synod Law I will maintain
Until my dying day, Sir;
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Using imagination and some poetic licence, and drawing on the lives 
of many contemporary women she’s encountered on her journey and 
who have made an impact on her, Edwina puts flesh, blood and heart 
into these women from Scripture. Her poetry gives substance and dig-
nity to their stories. We too get to know them, and to encounter them 
within our own stories:

In the torn threads
of our own journeys,

we need to weave you, Mary,
sister and friend,

into our lives
that we might
stir and rise,

fluttering in the hope of
new beginnings,

no matter how long dead
we have lain

in the ground.
Ah, then, Mary,

brave woman of Magdala,
we too will run
from our tombs
singing our song
of resurrection

with you, soul sister,
into the bright,

bright sun.

Bishop Gregor enjoying a quiet moment

The tables were full of good food

A chance to catch up 



17
6

THE CARPENTERS  by Mike Quirk

There is little or no skill in turning a tree into a cross.
They could have used a forest woodcutter.

Me, I'm a master carpenter, I'm a craftsman.
They don't use a blacksmith to knock in the nails.

Why is Calvary so crowded, why all the noise,
why have we made so many crosses this time.
The crosses look like sad letters sat on this hill.

This one must be what all the fuss is about,
he has carried his cross up to the top of Skull hill,

the family are here to watch his crucifixion.
He must have committed a very serious crime.

They say he was an evangelist who upset the priests.
He doesn't look like a dangerous criminal.

How I hate the sound of those damned hammers.

He was born the son of a carpenter like us.
His father was a respected furniture craftsman,

then he deserved a better cross.
His family should have been shown more respect.
We could have planed it smooth and polished it.

What sort of message is that sending out.

This storm is very frightening. Listen to that wind,
yet you can still hear the womenfolk weeping.
If he was a carpenter then he was one of us.

We ought to say a prayer to St Claudius of Becadon,
who is the patron saint of all us woodworkers.

Then at least we will know he is in good company.
Next year nobody will even remember his name…..

(The season of the Passion is passed, yet this poem is still relevant. The cruci-
fied are still with us – those who are oppressed, tortured, imprisoned, ethni-
cally cleansed. Who are the crucified of today for you? How do you feel you 
can show compassion for them? Ed.)

VISIT OF BISHOP GREGOR

We were delighted after being grounded for a week or two to be able to 
join the service at Greyfriars for the bishop’s visit. Warmly welcomed, we 
entered a busy church, full of people, some young enough to take part in 
the monthly Sunday School. In these days of smaller congregations, it is 
uplifting to see children in church. They are the next generation pointing 
unequivocally to the future, their presence putting a smile on our faces 
and an opportunity to exchange those smiles.

Bishop Gregor, who had a severe stroke almost a year ago, demonstrated 
his positive attitude to recovery by standing almost throughout. The chil-
dren returned after Sunday School, clutching their creative contributions. 
The bishop knelt to have a word with each child individually. They were 
listening and responding, asking questions, and showing great interest.

After the service we moved from our pews to enjoy lunch. This is always a 
particular pleasure when both St Mary’s and Greyfriars share in its prepa-
ration. The tables were full of good food, and of the goodwill which pro-
duced it.  Once again, thank you Greyfriars.               Jane Richardson
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GALLOWAY REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
at St Ninian’s, Castle Douglas on 30th January 2018 

My first meeting as Lay Representative so I was feeling a bit apprehen-
sive, but I was soon greeted by everyone and enjoyed a lovely shared 
lunch. 

There was no speaker this month, Stephen did the opening prayer. I 
must say at this point I will be thanking Tom Jones for all his hard work 
as previous Lay Representative; he was so dedicated. We do tend to 
take people and the things they do for granted. Thank you, Tom. 

Nominations had already been received for the General Synod. The 
representative from each church gave a short report on their Mission 
Action Planning. 

Lockerbie, All Saints: 
New members were attending as a result of other churches closing. 
They also had a Taizé service which was hoped would bring in new 
people. 

New Galloway, St Margaret of Scotland: 
The Vestry was organised into groups, they had Lent lunches, plant and 
baking events, to attract more people, but these didn’t always result in 
those people attending church. 

Gatehouse, St Mary’s: 
We were told they had Taizé services, this was attracting people from 
other churches and holidaymakers. The windows were being restored 
at present. 

Kirkcudbright, Greyfriars: 
Church numbers were increasing with a few younger people and 
holidaymakers, and having a Sunday School once a month, which hope-
fully will grow. 

THE VISIT OF  BISHOP GREGOR

Children of Greyfriars’ Sunday School with their teacher Drostie Tame 
and assistants, Rosie  Main and Catherine Summers, on the occasion 
of the Bishop of Glasgow & Galloway’s visit to Kirkcudbright and Gate-
house Scottish Episcopal Churches on 4th February. +Bishop Gregor 
blessed each child by name.
Stephen D Hazlett 
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Castle Douglas, St Ninian’s 
We were told the Pilgrimage to St Ninian’s Cave had been very successful, 
maybe will be held every other year. Training day for pastoral assistants 
offering home communion was a success. They hosted the diocesan “Ad-
vent Quiet Day” on 2nd December, attendance was good. Similar events 
for December 2018 hopefully. 

Ann Gaunt had asked the Council’s opinion whether these days should be 
with or without activities. There was a preference for no activities. 

Annan, St John’s (part of the Annandale Group): 
The churches had a number of losses of clergy and lay people due to 
retirement or death. 

The Council discussed its role and working, and the topics that would 
arise in 2018 / 19, which could be discussed at Regional Council. Speak-
ers could be invited, e.g. decreasing numbers in church congregations; 
ministering to the elderly; new services and Rites; maybe, the production 
of service sheets that were easy to follow; the fewer number of weddings 
and funerals in Scottish Episcopal churches. Mr David Rose said it was 
hoped to structure meetings to address these topics. 
The meeting ended with the Grace. 

The Diocesan Synod meeting on 3rd March 2018 was cancelled due to 
bad weather. New date to be arranged. 
Barbara Hawkesford    Lay Representative

LINK MAGAZINE
 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - £10
 The annual subscription to receive the LINK Magazine is due. The 
 magazine is an essential publication to the vibrant life of our two 
 churches.
 I should be grateful if you would make your payment as soon as possible         
to your respective Church Treasurer. Please also let them know if you    
would like the magazine to be sent to you if you are unable to collect it 
from church. Thank you.

BIG LIT: THE STEWARTRY BOOK FESTIVAL
by Christine Ashworth

This year, Big Lit runs from 19th to 22nd April in 2018. The main 
theme will celebrate 100 years of women’s suffrage and the 
centenary of the end of World War One.

Chrys Salt and Richard Macfarlane 
bought The Bakehouse on the High 
Street, Gatehouse of Fleet in 2001 
since when they have developed the 
old shop into a studio for exhibitions 
and workshops and the eighteenth 
century Bakehouse itself into a
performance space for events 
including book launches, poetry readings and small scale theatre. 
Chrys, a poet, writer and director who has worked as an actress 
in theatre, radio and television, has brought many nationally-ac-
claimed writers, poets and performers to Gatehouse of Fleet since 
the turn of the millennium. She is also an enthusiastic promoter of 
talent from across Dumfries and Galloway, and she was awarded an 
MBE for services to the Arts in Dumfries and Galloway in the 2014 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

Following the success of The Bakehouse, Chrys was encouraged to 
launch the Stewartry Book Festival, Big Lit, which is now in its eighth 
year. Audiences are growing, more local venues are 

becoming involved and Chrys tells us 
that last year’s monitoring forms 
expressed almost universal approval. 

For more information and to check this 
year’s programme, see www.biglit.org
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

The Lent and Passiontide we have just lived through have been a 
preparation for Easter, a Dress Rehearsal every bit as real as the Grand 
Opening itself. Lent has been personal faith, now Easter is public 
acclamation. The audience will be there, but we who have been bit- 
players in the grand drama now join in welcoming the truth of life 
being victorious over death.

E. L. Budry’s famous Easter hymn “Thine be the Glory” concludes:

No more we doubt Thee,
glorious Prince of Life,

life is naught without Thee,
aid us in our strife.

EASTER SERVICES 
IN GREYFRIARS, KIRKCUDBRIGHT AND 
ST. MARY’S, GATEHOUSE-OF-FLEET

Sunday, 1st April
Easter Day – Sung Eucharist
9.30 am St. Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
11 am, with Sunday School, Greyfriars, 
Kirkcudbright
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

1st April 2018
  Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9
  or   1 Corinthians 15:1-11
  John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8

8th April 2018
  Acts 4:32-35 or 
  Exodus 14:10-end;   15:20-21
  or 1 John 1:1 - 2:2
  John 20:19-end
  
 15th April 2018
  Acts 3:12-19 or 
  Zephaniah 3:14-19
  or 1 John 3:1-7
  Luke 24:36b-48

 22nd April 2018
  Acts 4:5-12 or
  Genesis 7:1-5.11-18; 
   8:6-18; 9:8-13
   or 1 John 3:16-end
  John 10:11-18

29th April 2018
  Acts 8:26-end or 
  Genesis 22:1-18
  or 1 John 4:7 - end
  John 15:1-8

6th May 2018
  Acts 10:44 - end or Isaiah 55:1-11
  or 1 John 5:1-6
  John 15:9-17
  
13th May 2018
  Acts 1:15-17,21-end or Ezekiel     
  36:24-28
  or 1 John 5:9-13
  John 17:6-19

20th May 2018
  Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14
  Romans 8:22-27
  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

27th May 2018
  Isaiah 6:1-8
  Romans 8:12-17
  John 3:1-17

“Watch your thoughts; they become words. Watch your words; they 
become actions. Watch your actions; they become habits. Watch your 
habits; they become your character. Watch your character; it becomes 
your destiny.” Fr Richard Rohr

ANTICIPATING EASTER 

It has been a long winter. You know it has been 
when even the news programmes replace 
Brexit or Scottish fishing rights with the havoc 
the white stuff can cause.

The weather can actually affect us. We all need 
the Vitamin D sunshine brings. For some people there has been 
acute suffering; families trapped in snow-bound cars, elderly people 
unable to attend hospital appointments, and even hospital 
appointments having to be cancelled - despite the heroism of 
doctors trudging through the elements to care for their patients.

There is a wonderful North American phrase which encapsulates 
the rather depressed feeling this dreary weather gives us: Cabin 
fever. I imagine a lonely log cabin in Alaska surrounded by deep 
snow with the inhabitants sitting around a dwindling supply of 
wood and feeling darkly depressive. The phrase actually means 
“extreme irritability and restlessness from living in isolation or a 
confined indoor area for a prolonged time” (Merriam-Webster 
dictionary 1918).

For many people winter can be something to be got through, with 
the promise of spring around the corner. Christians may wrongly 
assume the rigors of Lent and the dark passion of Holy Week is 
something to be “got through” so Easter can be properly enjoyed. 
Each season is valid in its own spirituality. Yet it is our nature to 
rush ahead, looking forward to something else. The temptation is to 
overlook current blessings, even if they are to be found in adverse 
circumstances, and to discount challenges altogether. Lent and Holy 
Week are such wonderful opportunities to go deeper with God, and 
to know better the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ who suffered and 
died for us.
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Susan Davies      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Grant  Oliver       
Vestry Members  Mr James Burkett, Dr Mike Moore
         Mr Robert Reddaway
    Ms Drostie Tame
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                      Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
    Mrs Vivien Dania  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Mr Richard Durling
Secretary   Mrs Laura  Durling
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Ms Dee Du Rose
    Mr Richard Durling
    Mrs Janet Hannay
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Mary Ashmore  
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Laura Durling
E: girthonoldmanse@btinternet.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Alec Blackadder.
Other photographs provided by Mary Ashmore, Alec Blackadder, 
Rachel Inglis, Hazel Hazlett

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  If you have an idea for an article or book review, do please let us 
know.  A copy of all material for the magazine should be sent to both  
editors. 

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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Waking up this morning, I smile.
Twenty-four brand new hours are before me.

I vow to live fully in each moment
and to look at all beings with eyes of compassion.

Thich Nhat Hanh


