
APRIL - MAY 2017FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT COFFEE MORNING

Over 60 people came to support the Fairtrade Fortnight coffee morn-
ing in Kirkcudbright on 11th March and over £200 was raised. Members 
from Greyfriars were much in evidence, both serving and socialising. 

This year, the theme was ‘I put Fairtrade in my Break’. The idea is to en-
courage local businesses to use Fairtrade products in their staff breaks. 
The Fairtrade group is now visiting businesses in Kirkcudbright to offer 
them free samples of tea, coffee and sugar and give them a helpful list 
of Fairtrade suppliers in the area.

From funds raised at past community events, the Fairtrade group were 
delighted to be able to make donations to the Kilombero women rice-
growers in Malawi to buy ploughs and to ‘Shared Interest’ specifically 
towards the development of new training methods to help small-holder 
farmers in Africa. 

Drostie and Rachel hope to re-start selling Fairtrade goods after Sun-
day services at Greyfriars again soon.  Watch out for the
announcement in the new website!
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Customers enjoying bakes made from Fairtrade ingredients
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R E A D I N G S
FROM THE RECTOR

EASTER REFLECTION

People are saying Easter is late this year. Some-
times they say ‘Easter is early this year’. I’ve never 
heard anyone say it is bang on time!

One year in the beginning of my ministry it was so 
early that the famous Easter Parade I attended in 
Dublin was so cold it snowed, and children in their Easter bonnets and 
light clothing had to receive medical attention.

‘Early’ however is a good word to be associated with the Day of Resur-
rection. The women followers of Our Lord were early at the grave. 
When I was Rector of Bushmills, County Antrim, the churches held a 
moving ecumenical service at sunrise on the dramatic Atlantic shores 
of the Giants Causeway. The cold was offset by a hearty Ulster fry-up 
in the Presbyterian church hall before we all went off to sing Thine be 
the Glory. We do not need a creatively beautiful setting - although it 
helps - such as we are privileged to live in to feel close to the force of 
God’s life-giving love which we associate with Easter. The Easter story 
is told to our hearts and experienced in our lives. 

Meanwhile in later ministry in urban-decayed Sunderland an enter-
prising young vicar on our team held a 5 a.m. service in the church 
grounds around a live fire-lit brazier when the words of the maid, the 
Apostle Peter’s denial, etc. were read and came to life with amazing 
poignancy.

For the Christian, Easter is both personal faith and the most joy-
ous collective worship any church can experience. Bishop Katharine 
Schori, former presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church of the U.S. has 
written: 

2nd April 2017
  Ezekiel 37:1-14
  Romans 8:6-11
  John 11:1-45

9th April 2017
  Matthew 21:1-11
  Isaiah 50:4-9a
  Philippians 2:5-11
  Matthew 26:14-27:66 or
    Matthew 27:11-54

16th April 2017
  (Alt. Read. Acts 10:34-43)
  Jeremiah 31:1-6 
  Colossians 3:1-4 
  John 20:1-18 or
    Matthew 28:1-10
  

23rd April 2017
   (A/R Acts 2:14a.22-32) 
  Exodus 14:10-end;15:20-21
  1Peter 1:3-9 or
  John 20:19-31

30th April 2017
  (A/R Acts 2:14a.36-41)
  Zephaniah 3:1-14-end
  1 Peter 1:17-23 
  Luke 24:13-35

7th May 2017
  (A/R Acts 2;42-47)
  Genesis 7
  1 Peter 2:19-25
  John 10;1-10

14th May 2017
  (A/R Acts 7:55-60)
   Genesis 8:1-19
  1Peter 2:2-16
  John 14:1-14

21st May 2017
  (A/R Acts 17:22-31)
  Genesis 8:20-9:17
  1 Peter 3:13-22
  John 14:15-21

28th May 2017
  (A/R Acts 1:6-14)
  Ezekiel 36:24-28
  1Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
  John 17:1-11

The devout Christianof the future will either be a “mystic” ... or will 
cease to be anything at all.  Karl Rahner sj
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“Easter celebrates the victory of light and life over darkness and death. 
God recreates and redeems all life from dead, dry and destroyed bones. 
We are released from the bonds of self-obsession – and whatever would 
steal away the radical freedom of God-with-us. We join in baptismal re-
birth in the midst of Jesus’ own passing-over.”

We have many services over Holy Week and Easter in both Greyfriars and 
St. Mary’s and you are warmly and inclusively welcomed to both c
hurches. The details are listed below.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES
Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright (Kbt) and St. Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet (GoF)

Wednesday, 
12th April 9.30 am Holy Communion, GoF

Maundy Thursday
13th April 10 am  Holy Communion, Kbt
  7 pm  Eucharist, GoF

Good Friday
14th April          10 am Kbt Churches Together ‘Walk of Witness’, 
starting at St  Andrew’s & St Cuthbert’s RC church and finishing at the
Celtic Cross in the centre of town.

    2.30 pm Service of Reflection, Kbt

12.30 pm Service of Reflection and Meditation, GoF, preceded by the 
GoF Churches Together ‘Walk of Witness’.

EASTER DAY
16th April 9.30 am Sung Eucharist, GoF
  11 am  Sung Eucharist, Kbt

The Rector will also be distributing Holy Communion to those who are 
house-bound, elderly or in hospital. Please let him know directly if anyone 
wishes to be included.

Dave’s Tips

April:  When your sweet peas seedlings have developed three true 
leaves pinch out the top set to encourage bushier plants.  The same 
method can be used for other seedlings.  

It is a good time to buy Dahlia tubers and pot them up into 2 litre pots 
with fresh compost.  Keep them moist and frost free to plant out in 
early June.

May:  If you have been growing perennials over winter now is a good 
time to plant them out.  Give the soil a good feed before planting, 
they should romp away.  

Now is a good time to give your roses a sprinkle of high potassium 
feed such as Top Rose.  It will help your roses bloom until autumn.  
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

JUST A MOMENT
Thursdays from 11-11.15 am in 
Greyfriars Church
A moment of quiet prayer 
together. All are welcome.

GREYFRIARS OVERRUN BY CHILDREN

We were delighted to welcome over 40 children, aged 5-6, and their 
teachers and class-room assistants to Greyfriars church on Thursday, 
16th March. It was a noisy, happy occasion with scores of questions – 
perceptive questions, as you would expect from little people – some 
early Easter eggs, and not a few pupils enthralled about the dead 
knight in the sanctuary! This visit, following the rector’s assembly in 
Kirkcudbright Primary School, was the brain-child of their P1 teacher, 
Mrs Catherine Summers (pictured, on Stephen’s right). SDH
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AND THE WINNERS ARE –

We asked the children to draw a picture of Greyfriars. The standard was 
so high that I sought professional help from a former teacher in the 
person of my daughter, Elizabeth. All the art-work was of a very high 
standard – but the winners are (drum-roll):

First prize: Kate Dunlop
Joint Second prizes: Seamus Clarke & Lucy Patterson
A special prize goes to Konnor-Lee Carruthers for his imaginative inter-
pretation of the sanctuary!

The art-work is already on display in Greyfriars. We will present the 
prizes shortly. SDH

AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST - ONE MORE SPECIAL CHILD

No less a personage than the daughter of Mrs Summers and her hus-
band, Luke, Miss Lucy Summers, aged two, will be baptised in our church 
during the morning service on 9th April, at 11 a.m. SDH

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK – 14th – 20th MAY
Once again, the organisers are looking for help with the great task of 
house-to-house collecting in Kirkcudbright as well as with the big count 
in the following week.
If you wish to be more energetic do come along to walk (or even run) 
the Kirkcudbright Half Marathon at the end of May. As an inducement, 
Mary Newton has promised more tea and cake at her house again this 
year!
If you’d like to get involved or share fundraising ideas, please contact 
Linda Kinnell on 01557 331683 or email linda_kinnell@yahoo.co.uk.

A CULTURAL FEAST IN GATEHOUSE

7.30 pm, 21st April in St Mary’s, the Tonic Solway Choir will be perform-
ing an eclectic programme of music ranging from the 15th Century to the 
modern day, including a challenging 8-part piece. Tickets are available on 
the door.

BIG LIT FESTIVAL - 20-23 April, 2017

Now in its 7th year, The Stewartry’s ‘very own book festival’ offers a 
fascinating smorgasbord of literature, comedy, history, music, exhibitions 
and performance not to mention guerilla poets, storytellers, buskers, etc. 
What particularly catch the eye are a horrid literary murder to solve at 
Cream o’Galloway (so best not to get a raspberry ripple ice-cream while 
you’re solving the gory mystery), BAFTA award winning Palestinian/Syrian 
refugee, poet and Scottish writer Ghazi Hussein in conversation with jour-
nalist Jean Rafferty, and the intriguing Stranraer African Drumming Group.

Tickets are available from The Franca Bruno Shop or online 
(www.biglit.org). 



17
6

THE GENERATION GAIN
by Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars Sunday School. Have you any idea how happy it makes me, 
and I am sure many others, to write this phrase?!

Drostie Tame, who has been appointed as our Sunday School teacher, 
has written an introductory article for the magazine below. We enthusi-
astically look forward to this starting on Sunday, 2nd April at 11 am. The 
children will come into church at the start of the service, have their class 
in Greyfriars House and rejoin us towards the end of the service. To begin 
with, this will happen on the first Sunday of each month.

Already a number of children and their parents have expressed keen 
interest. I want to take this opportunity to thank those who have under-
taken preparatory foundations, including Gwen Shaw and Rev’d John 
(with Vanessa) Martin.

Please, please help us by inviting and encouraging children (or grand-
children) you know to come along. Your enthusiasm may well have more 
influence than a middle-aged Irish clergyman’s! We have also informed 
local schools and the Sea Cadets, where chaplaincy continues to be pro-
vided by me.

Galloway Regional Council
by Tom Jones

The main speaker at the last Regional Council meeting held in January 
at St John’s, Dumfries, was Rev’d John Stevenson. John is part of the 
Annandale Clergy Team and he talked about a recent brief time he’d 
spent in Ankara. Some years’ ago, he had spoken to us about his time 
as rector of an Episcopal church in South-East Turkey. He had returned 
to Ankara to stand in for the rector of the Episcopal church who was 
on leave.

We were given a picture of a lively group of the faithful, a small mi-
nority in a largely secular environment with its official Islamic cul-
ture. Recognised Christian churches are tolerated, but any Christian 
manifestation outside that framework risks censure. I was particularly 
taken by the description of events in the church when wonderful food 
was prepared in the homes of church members. John also spoke of 
the children he got to know whose families were among the regulars.

In the business part of the meeting we were told that the Bishop’s 
health is slowly improving. We agreed funding for improvements to 
the interior of St John’s Church, Eastriggs. I reported on the recent 
Sunday evening Churches Together service in Greyfriars – there were 
reports of similar events in other churches in the region. Stephen re-
ported the hope that a Sunday school might start up Greyfriars, which 
was enthusiastically received as it is an unusual occurrence for most of 
our congregations! (see pp 6-7 for an update)

DIOCESAN NEWS
To subscribe and receive the free Diocesan News by email register your 
name and email address on http://news.church.scot/.  Relevant news 
items should be sent to news@church.scot.
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Exciting New Adventure
by Drostie Tame, Greyfriars’ Sunday School Teacher

I grew up in a small mining village called Edwinstowe in the heart of Not-
tinghamshire and Sherwood Forest. Our church, St Mary’s, was reputed 
to be the very church where Robin Hood and Maid Marion were married! 
The first vicar I recall was Rev’d Pickles. I remember him as a rather seri-
ous, staid, elderly gentleman, not prone to too much smiling or laughing 
but a man who nonetheless loved God and carried out his clerical duties 
well. I was around 10 years old when Rev’d Pickles retired and our new 
minister, Rev’d Ford, took over.

Our primary school went to hear Rev’d Ford preach and to welcome him 
to his new parish. What a contrast his sermon was to the very dry and 
serious one delivered by Rev’d Pickles. He was extremely animated, and 
I felt the word of God bought to life by his enthusiasm, so much so that 
myself and my neighbour in the pew, Richard Starbrook, decided to show 
our appreciation. So with hearts overflowing with a newly-kindled sense 
of the Spirit we stood up and said loudly ‘Three Cheers for Rev’d Ford!!!’

When Father Stephen asked me to help get the Sunday school restarted 
at Greyfriars, I recalled the enthusiasm of Rev’d Ford and how he had 
filled me with an immense sense of joy and love for the Lord. I look 
forward to encouraging the children who attend our Sunday school to 
develop a relationship with Jesus and each other as brothers and sisters 
in Christ – and to understand that they belong not just to their family at 
home but to a wider family in the church. I hope this will be the beginning 
of an exciting new phase in the life of Greyfriars, where we can nurture 
the Rev’d Fords and Father Stephens of tomorrow, to the benefit of not 
just the church but the wider community.

A NEW REFRESHED WEBSITE!
www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk

The new website for Greyfriars and St Mary’s will be launched very 
shortly. The website address is the same www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.
uk and of course the current website will be available up to the switch-
over.

The main difference from the existing website is that there will be two 
distinct sections representing Greyfriars and St Mary’s. The sections will 
be accessible from the joint Welcome Page, which will reflect our com-
mon Christian witness and heritage in our respective communities.

I would like to take this opportunity to mark our appreciation for those 
who have worked so hard on a not-always-easy project, and I’d 
especially like to thank Laura Durling, Rachel Inglis and our consultant 
and web-designer, Ken Smyth – not forgetting Harold Blackburn and his 
foundational work.

As well as information such as the background, history and current ac-
tivities of each church, church officers and how to find us, the main con-
tent of interest to members of both congregations will be the news and 
events of each church. This will be kept up to date, but we do of course 
rely on people to keep us informed of events and also to provide photo-
graphs and other images (getting permission to use, where relevant!).

And of course, we hope that once the new website is up and running 
that you will enjoy checking it out regularly and giving the web-adminis-
trators helpful feedback.  SDH

Web-administrators: 
Rachel Inglis (for Greyfriars) & Laura Durling (for St. Mary’s)
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WHY CHRISTIAN UNITY MATTERS
by Bishop Gordon Mursell

The latest speaker in the “Church and the Academy” series, which takes 
place a few times per year at St Peter’s, Dalbeattie, was the Rev’d Dr 
John McPake, who is the Church of Scotland’s Ecumenical Officer. He 
gave an excellent talk in February about the recent Columba Declaration 
between the Church of Scotland and the Church of England. This decla-
ration, though modest in scope and ambition, seeks to draw the two es-
tablished churches closer together in mission as well as in ministry and 
service. For me as an Episcopalian (and I am speaking in a personal ca-
pacity) it was a bit depressing to hear that the Scottish Episcopal Church 
withdrew at an earlier stage from the talks that preceded the declara-
tion, in which they had been full participants – and then complained, 
once the declaration was published, that they hadn’t been consulted. 
Surely progress towards unity between any Christian churches should be 
a cause for celebration from all of us? John McPake spoke sombrely of 
the fact that Scotland had experienced what he called “late onset secu-
larization”, which however was proving more virulent in its effects than 
the slower process taking place in England; and he went on to say that, 
if we don’t or won’t find ways to share our core priorities and identities, 
atrophy will do it for us. 

He also stressed that the best progress towards unity had always hap-
pened at local level; and our own rector, who was present, shared 
something of his experience in Northern Ireland, which underlined 
that fact – and also reminded us of how sectarianism remains alive and 
well here as well as there. John McPake also encouraged us to learn 
from what has been happening in Cumbria, where different denomina-
tions are making real progress at local level towards sharing buildings, 
worship and service to the community in all kinds of innovative ways. 
We hope to learn from our neighbours across the border. In an age of 
increasing xenophobia and insularity, Christian unity matters – because 
human unity matters even more.

to make Edinburgh the London-of-the-north. It began with the drain-
ing of the North Loch together with a huge bridge to link the old with 
the new town, and a young man, James Craig, won the competition 
for the layout of the new town. His vision was what we now know as 
the grid of wide streets and elegant buildings to the north of Princes 
Street with Charlotte Square at one end and St. Andrew’s Square at 
the other. To-day, we can stand on North Bridge and look down on 
Waverley Station and Princes Street Gardens beyond – stop one day 
and imagine what it once was and what it has become.

The population is clearly an important factor in a country’s develop-
ment, and the 14th and 15th centuries saw the greatest depopulation 
Britain had ever known. A period of very cold winters lasted from 
the 1400’s for over a hundred years, and for those without wealth 
or power could prove catastrophic. Climate changes like this brought 
droughts, rains and freeze-ups followed by crop failure, cattle plague 
and famine – the final straw was the Black Death, the plague that 
invaded the country at least six times, and reduced the population of 
Britain by about a half. This period is also calculated to have killed 25 
million Europeans. Our present situation of climate change linked to 
the vast numbers of homeless, destitute refugees is not dissimilar, and 
perhaps a reminder that history does indeed repeat itself.

This is a book full of fascinating stories and an exciting account of our 
extraordinary history – as the author’s dedication declares “To care 
about a place, you must know its story.”
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BLOGSPOT - How can Easter be late? 
by Jane Richardson

By using the expression are we guilty of a kind of 
criticism? The most important date in the ecclesias-
tical calendar. The Resurrection. 

As we wait we are besieged by ‘Easter symbols’, but 
what do the bunnies, chicks, eggs all mean? To un-
lock the symbols, we should deconstruct the whole.

Rabbits: the Germans are apparently responsible in considering them to 
signify abundance and in Germany rabbits are said to stand guard over the 
eggs for the children. 

Eggs: the Egyptians proffered them as good luck and a sign of continuity. 
So, too, did the Romans.

Chickens and hens: During Lent, it is said, hens busily lay in the knowledge 
that fewer of their eggs are eaten during this time, but by continuing to lay 
they ensure there is a plentiful supply on Easter Sunday.

I have always liked the French tradition where all church bells cease to 
ring between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, during which time, children 
believe, the bells all go off to Rome to be blessed. When they return, they 
do so laden with eggs which the children find in their gardens on Easter 
Sunday. 

When we were children we used to roll hard boiled eggs down a slope, 
waiting till they hit something hard and the shell broke. Were we rolling 
away the stone? 

And hot cross buns, more readily understood in connotation, but is that 
spicy flavour a nod to the Middle East?

We do know, however late, that Easter will be with us, a thought-provoking 
time of renewal when we re-enact the Easter story, plant crosses in the 
Easter garden, walk the walk of witness, and lead up to Easter Sunday. 

Margaret Philip reviews THE MAKING OF THE BRITISH LAND-
SCAPE, BY NICHOLAS CRANE. Weidenfeld & Nicholson.

I have a tablemat with a picture of one large fish swim-
ming in the opposite direction to many smaller ones, with 
the caption “Go against the flow.” Good, mind-broadening 
advice if you belong to our non-fiction book group, whose 
members produce a wide selection of titles which will cer-
tainly not be to everyone’s taste but which open doors to 
what might be fascinating new journeys.

For me, the current read is a case in point – the British 
landscape was something that I had barely considered let 
alone read a book about. Though the dust jacket reported 
it as “a geographer’s love letter to the British and the 
land that formed them”, it held little appeal. Beginning in 
10,000 BC up to the present day, with nearly 600 pages to 

get through was daunting enough, so I skipped to AD 43 and the Roman 
invasion of Britain as a more accessible start.

And it was. The skills and inventive energy that the Romans demonstrat-
ed during their short tenure of Britain as one of the Imperial Provinces of 
Rome is a compelling story and narrated by an enthusiastic geographer 
with a nice turn of phrase and a sense of humour. The book opened up a 
whole new area of history worth exploring.

The story continues with road builders, canal builders, bridge builders, 
the construction of towns and seaports, land reclamation, new agricul-
tural implements, new forms of fertilizer and above all, the men who had 
the vision to experiment and take risks.

Edinburgh is an example of the action of those who cared about where 
they lived. In 1752, a committee of the Royal Burghs declared Edinburgh 
to be “a dump and an embarrassment” with gross overcrowding, collaps-
ing houses and the “fetid cesspit” of the North Loch separating the town 
from land to the north that was ideal for a planned town. The vision was 
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Life In KABUL
by Captain M Hazlett

The 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Irish Regiment, cur-
rently based in Tern Hill, 
Shropshire deployed to Ka-
bul, Afghanistan on Opera-
tion TORAL 4 in November 
2016. This marked the end of six months of planning and training for the 
deployment and the start of an eight month deployment for the Battalion. 
The mission is to provide security for advisors, who are assisting the Gov-
ernment of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Battalion is working 
in a multi-national environment alongside US, Danish, Mongolian, Turkish, 
Finnish, Romanian, Italian and Lithuanian soldiers and officers. 

Daily life is routine with excellent access to gyms, great food and a welfare 
facility with plenty of games. The Rangers (private soldiers) of the Royal 
Irish Regiment are in great spirits and have consistently maintained a pro-
fessional, mature and composed attitude to an Operational Tour that still 
poses many threats. 

Morale is high, despite being deployed 
during Christmas, firmly aided by 
‘Treats for Troops’ organisation which 
ensured every soldier had a present 
to open on Christmas morning (hand 
delivered by the Santa’s Little Helper 
– the Company Sergeant Major!). 
Whilst heads remained focussed on 
the task at hand the soldiers missed 
loved ones at home and look forward 
to coming home and enjoying some 
well-deserved leave in Easter.

THE BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL

The Bishop’s Lent Appeal this year is 
for the Scottish Refugee Council. The 
SRC vision is for a Scotland in which 
all people seeking refugee protec-
tion are welcome. Where women, 
children and men are protected, 
find safety and support, have their 
human rights and dignity respected 
and are able to achieve their full potential. Among their aims are to 
advocate for the rights of refugees and people seeking asylum and 
for fair and just legislation and policies, and also to campaign for an 
end to discrimination, racism and prejudice.

coping and keeping the family happy despite the absence of the most 
important member. You also have to cope with the homecoming which, 
of course, is a joyous occasion but can be stressful for the returning war-
rior. You have managed at home for perhaps long periods and may be 
reluctant to relinquish the responsibilities which the returning partner 
wants to take up again. 

Despite all these “down sides” to the role of stay-at-home family mem-
bers, you feel immense pride in all the members of the armed forces 
who are willing to give up their lives for the preservation of our precious 
way of life. I love them all and thank them from the bottom of my heart.
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“Stay at Home Soldiers”
by Sue Davies

The soldier’s story of going into conflict is well-documented. It wasn’t until 
Gareth Malone started working with wives of service personnel that the 
nation began to hear their stories. We invited Sue Davies to write about 
her experiences.

My father was an engineer officer in the Royal Navy during World War II. 
My mother kept faith and hoped that she would see her husband again 
and fortunately he returned home in 1945 at the end of the war. I did not 
meet my father until I was two and half years old!

When I met my husband in Singapore in 1964 the Royal Navy was involved 
in the Indonesian Confrontation, a conflict which involved patrolling the 
Singapore Straits to deter suicide bombers in small craft called sampans. 
We married in 1967 when Nigel was in the midst of his “long course” 
which would qualify him as a Mine Warfare and Clearance Diver. This spe-
cialisation also involved dealing with explosive ordinance disposal (EODs) 
and improvised explosive devices (IEDs) - a term which has become all-too 
familiar to the public since the Taliban began to use them in Afghanistan.

Bomb and mine disposal teams are on constant call 24/7 and I remember 
one of our first dinner parties as a young married couple being disrupted 
by a call out. A fishing vessel had trawled up an unexploded German mine 
and dumped it on the beach between the villages of Cawsand and King-
sand. In order to dispose of the mine the diving team had to tow it out to 
sea, having evacuated both villages, attach explosives and detonate the 
mine. The resulting pressure waves caught a shoal of pilchards which the 
divers collected and I remember distributing bags of fresh pilchards to all 
my neighbours the next day!

In 1982 the Falklands were invaded and once again the Royal Navy had a 
large part to play in regaining the islands. Nigel led the team sent to deal 
with unexploded ordinance left (unmapped) on the islands and in South 
Georgia. At that time our twin sons were just four months old so it was a 
hard time for the home team!

Now I am a mother to three sons serving in the military. Huan and Luke 
are Royal Marines and James (and his wife Hazel) are engineers in the 
Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm. They have all been involved in the conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Huan fought in the Al-Fawr peninsula in Iraq during 
the Second Iraq war and arrived home just in time for the birth of his first 
son. Perhaps the hardest period for those of us at home was when Luke 
was in Afghanistan supporting the Forward Operating Bases (FOB’s) while 
the Taliban were doing their very best to stop the convoys by using IED’s 
and attacking the vehicles. At one time both James and his older brother, 
Huan, found themselves at Camp Bastion. They arranged to meet for 
supper and chose to get pizzas to eat sitting out in the open. The Taliban 
just happened to launch a mortar attack into that area of the camp on 
that evening! 

In the times before mobile phones the news from areas of conflict was 
sparse. Often news of deaths and bombings would be broadcast on the 
BBC before the families had been informed. You have to be self-sufficient 
and to a certain extent stoical. You could worry yourself to death about 
imagined dangers which would make you unable to cope with everyday 
life. You have to remember that your husband or sons (or indeed wife 
or daughters) are relying on you to keep the family intact and to bring 
them through whatever may occur. They have to believe that you are 
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“Stay at Home Soldiers”
by Sue Davies
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divers collected and I remember distributing bags of fresh pilchards to all 
my neighbours the next day!
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large part to play in regaining the islands. Nigel led the team sent to deal 
with unexploded ordinance left (unmapped) on the islands and in South 
Georgia. At that time our twin sons were just four months old so it was a 
hard time for the home team!

Now I am a mother to three sons serving in the military. Huan and Luke 
are Royal Marines and James (and his wife Hazel) are engineers in the 
Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm. They have all been involved in the conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Huan fought in the Al-Fawr peninsula in Iraq during 
the Second Iraq war and arrived home just in time for the birth of his first 
son. Perhaps the hardest period for those of us at home was when Luke 
was in Afghanistan supporting the Forward Operating Bases (FOB’s) while 
the Taliban were doing their very best to stop the convoys by using IED’s 
and attacking the vehicles. At one time both James and his older brother, 
Huan, found themselves at Camp Bastion. They arranged to meet for 
supper and chose to get pizzas to eat sitting out in the open. The Taliban 
just happened to launch a mortar attack into that area of the camp on 
that evening! 

In the times before mobile phones the news from areas of conflict was 
sparse. Often news of deaths and bombings would be broadcast on the 
BBC before the families had been informed. You have to be self-sufficient 
and to a certain extent stoical. You could worry yourself to death about 
imagined dangers which would make you unable to cope with everyday 
life. You have to remember that your husband or sons (or indeed wife 
or daughters) are relying on you to keep the family intact and to bring 
them through whatever may occur. They have to believe that you are 
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Life In KABUL
by Captain M Hazlett

The 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Irish Regiment, cur-
rently based in Tern Hill, 
Shropshire deployed to Ka-
bul, Afghanistan on Opera-
tion TORAL 4 in November 
2016. This marked the end of six months of planning and training for the 
deployment and the start of an eight month deployment for the Battalion. 
The mission is to provide security for advisors, who are assisting the Gov-
ernment of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Battalion is working 
in a multi-national environment alongside US, Danish, Mongolian, Turkish, 
Finnish, Romanian, Italian and Lithuanian soldiers and officers. 

Daily life is routine with excellent access to gyms, great food and a welfare 
facility with plenty of games. The Rangers (private soldiers) of the Royal 
Irish Regiment are in great spirits and have consistently maintained a pro-
fessional, mature and composed attitude to an Operational Tour that still 
poses many threats. 

Morale is high, despite being deployed 
during Christmas, firmly aided by 
‘Treats for Troops’ organisation which 
ensured every soldier had a present 
to open on Christmas morning (hand 
delivered by the Santa’s Little Helper 
– the Company Sergeant Major!). 
Whilst heads remained focussed on 
the task at hand the soldiers missed 
loved ones at home and look forward 
to coming home and enjoying some 
well-deserved leave in Easter.

THE BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL

The Bishop’s Lent Appeal this year is 
for the Scottish Refugee Council. The 
SRC vision is for a Scotland in which 
all people seeking refugee protec-
tion are welcome. Where women, 
children and men are protected, 
find safety and support, have their 
human rights and dignity respected 
and are able to achieve their full potential. Among their aims are to 
advocate for the rights of refugees and people seeking asylum and 
for fair and just legislation and policies, and also to campaign for an 
end to discrimination, racism and prejudice.

coping and keeping the family happy despite the absence of the most 
important member. You also have to cope with the homecoming which, 
of course, is a joyous occasion but can be stressful for the returning war-
rior. You have managed at home for perhaps long periods and may be 
reluctant to relinquish the responsibilities which the returning partner 
wants to take up again. 

Despite all these “down sides” to the role of stay-at-home family mem-
bers, you feel immense pride in all the members of the armed forces 
who are willing to give up their lives for the preservation of our precious 
way of life. I love them all and thank them from the bottom of my heart.
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BLOGSPOT - How can Easter be late? 
by Jane Richardson

By using the expression are we guilty of a kind of 
criticism? The most important date in the ecclesias-
tical calendar. The Resurrection. 

As we wait we are besieged by ‘Easter symbols’, but 
what do the bunnies, chicks, eggs all mean? To un-
lock the symbols, we should deconstruct the whole.

Rabbits: the Germans are apparently responsible in considering them to 
signify abundance and in Germany rabbits are said to stand guard over the 
eggs for the children. 

Eggs: the Egyptians proffered them as good luck and a sign of continuity. 
So, too, did the Romans.

Chickens and hens: During Lent, it is said, hens busily lay in the knowledge 
that fewer of their eggs are eaten during this time, but by continuing to lay 
they ensure there is a plentiful supply on Easter Sunday.

I have always liked the French tradition where all church bells cease to 
ring between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, during which time, children 
believe, the bells all go off to Rome to be blessed. When they return, they 
do so laden with eggs which the children find in their gardens on Easter 
Sunday. 

When we were children we used to roll hard boiled eggs down a slope, 
waiting till they hit something hard and the shell broke. Were we rolling 
away the stone? 

And hot cross buns, more readily understood in connotation, but is that 
spicy flavour a nod to the Middle East?

We do know, however late, that Easter will be with us, a thought-provoking 
time of renewal when we re-enact the Easter story, plant crosses in the 
Easter garden, walk the walk of witness, and lead up to Easter Sunday. 

Margaret Philip reviews THE MAKING OF THE BRITISH LAND-
SCAPE, BY NICHOLAS CRANE. Weidenfeld & Nicholson.

I have a tablemat with a picture of one large fish swim-
ming in the opposite direction to many smaller ones, with 
the caption “Go against the flow.” Good, mind-broadening 
advice if you belong to our non-fiction book group, whose 
members produce a wide selection of titles which will cer-
tainly not be to everyone’s taste but which open doors to 
what might be fascinating new journeys.

For me, the current read is a case in point – the British 
landscape was something that I had barely considered let 
alone read a book about. Though the dust jacket reported 
it as “a geographer’s love letter to the British and the 
land that formed them”, it held little appeal. Beginning in 
10,000 BC up to the present day, with nearly 600 pages to 

get through was daunting enough, so I skipped to AD 43 and the Roman 
invasion of Britain as a more accessible start.

And it was. The skills and inventive energy that the Romans demonstrat-
ed during their short tenure of Britain as one of the Imperial Provinces of 
Rome is a compelling story and narrated by an enthusiastic geographer 
with a nice turn of phrase and a sense of humour. The book opened up a 
whole new area of history worth exploring.

The story continues with road builders, canal builders, bridge builders, 
the construction of towns and seaports, land reclamation, new agricul-
tural implements, new forms of fertilizer and above all, the men who had 
the vision to experiment and take risks.

Edinburgh is an example of the action of those who cared about where 
they lived. In 1752, a committee of the Royal Burghs declared Edinburgh 
to be “a dump and an embarrassment” with gross overcrowding, collaps-
ing houses and the “fetid cesspit” of the North Loch separating the town 
from land to the north that was ideal for a planned town. The vision was 
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WHY CHRISTIAN UNITY MATTERS
by Bishop Gordon Mursell

The latest speaker in the “Church and the Academy” series, which takes 
place a few times per year at St Peter’s, Dalbeattie, was the Rev’d Dr 
John McPake, who is the Church of Scotland’s Ecumenical Officer. He 
gave an excellent talk in February about the recent Columba Declaration 
between the Church of Scotland and the Church of England. This decla-
ration, though modest in scope and ambition, seeks to draw the two es-
tablished churches closer together in mission as well as in ministry and 
service. For me as an Episcopalian (and I am speaking in a personal ca-
pacity) it was a bit depressing to hear that the Scottish Episcopal Church 
withdrew at an earlier stage from the talks that preceded the declara-
tion, in which they had been full participants – and then complained, 
once the declaration was published, that they hadn’t been consulted. 
Surely progress towards unity between any Christian churches should be 
a cause for celebration from all of us? John McPake spoke sombrely of 
the fact that Scotland had experienced what he called “late onset secu-
larization”, which however was proving more virulent in its effects than 
the slower process taking place in England; and he went on to say that, 
if we don’t or won’t find ways to share our core priorities and identities, 
atrophy will do it for us. 

He also stressed that the best progress towards unity had always hap-
pened at local level; and our own rector, who was present, shared 
something of his experience in Northern Ireland, which underlined 
that fact – and also reminded us of how sectarianism remains alive and 
well here as well as there. John McPake also encouraged us to learn 
from what has been happening in Cumbria, where different denomina-
tions are making real progress at local level towards sharing buildings, 
worship and service to the community in all kinds of innovative ways. 
We hope to learn from our neighbours across the border. In an age of 
increasing xenophobia and insularity, Christian unity matters – because 
human unity matters even more.

to make Edinburgh the London-of-the-north. It began with the drain-
ing of the North Loch together with a huge bridge to link the old with 
the new town, and a young man, James Craig, won the competition 
for the layout of the new town. His vision was what we now know as 
the grid of wide streets and elegant buildings to the north of Princes 
Street with Charlotte Square at one end and St. Andrew’s Square at 
the other. To-day, we can stand on North Bridge and look down on 
Waverley Station and Princes Street Gardens beyond – stop one day 
and imagine what it once was and what it has become.

The population is clearly an important factor in a country’s develop-
ment, and the 14th and 15th centuries saw the greatest depopulation 
Britain had ever known. A period of very cold winters lasted from 
the 1400’s for over a hundred years, and for those without wealth 
or power could prove catastrophic. Climate changes like this brought 
droughts, rains and freeze-ups followed by crop failure, cattle plague 
and famine – the final straw was the Black Death, the plague that 
invaded the country at least six times, and reduced the population of 
Britain by about a half. This period is also calculated to have killed 25 
million Europeans. Our present situation of climate change linked to 
the vast numbers of homeless, destitute refugees is not dissimilar, and 
perhaps a reminder that history does indeed repeat itself.

This is a book full of fascinating stories and an exciting account of our 
extraordinary history – as the author’s dedication declares “To care 
about a place, you must know its story.”
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Exciting New Adventure
by Drostie Tame, Greyfriars’ Sunday School Teacher

I grew up in a small mining village called Edwinstowe in the heart of Not-
tinghamshire and Sherwood Forest. Our church, St Mary’s, was reputed 
to be the very church where Robin Hood and Maid Marion were married! 
The first vicar I recall was Rev’d Pickles. I remember him as a rather seri-
ous, staid, elderly gentleman, not prone to too much smiling or laughing 
but a man who nonetheless loved God and carried out his clerical duties 
well. I was around 10 years old when Rev’d Pickles retired and our new 
minister, Rev’d Ford, took over.

Our primary school went to hear Rev’d Ford preach and to welcome him 
to his new parish. What a contrast his sermon was to the very dry and 
serious one delivered by Rev’d Pickles. He was extremely animated, and 
I felt the word of God bought to life by his enthusiasm, so much so that 
myself and my neighbour in the pew, Richard Starbrook, decided to show 
our appreciation. So with hearts overflowing with a newly-kindled sense 
of the Spirit we stood up and said loudly ‘Three Cheers for Rev’d Ford!!!’

When Father Stephen asked me to help get the Sunday school restarted 
at Greyfriars, I recalled the enthusiasm of Rev’d Ford and how he had 
filled me with an immense sense of joy and love for the Lord. I look 
forward to encouraging the children who attend our Sunday school to 
develop a relationship with Jesus and each other as brothers and sisters 
in Christ – and to understand that they belong not just to their family at 
home but to a wider family in the church. I hope this will be the beginning 
of an exciting new phase in the life of Greyfriars, where we can nurture 
the Rev’d Fords and Father Stephens of tomorrow, to the benefit of not 
just the church but the wider community.

A NEW REFRESHED WEBSITE!
www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk

The new website for Greyfriars and St Mary’s will be launched very 
shortly. The website address is the same www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.
uk and of course the current website will be available up to the switch-
over.

The main difference from the existing website is that there will be two 
distinct sections representing Greyfriars and St Mary’s. The sections will 
be accessible from the joint Welcome Page, which will reflect our com-
mon Christian witness and heritage in our respective communities.

I would like to take this opportunity to mark our appreciation for those 
who have worked so hard on a not-always-easy project, and I’d 
especially like to thank Laura Durling, Rachel Inglis and our consultant 
and web-designer, Ken Smyth – not forgetting Harold Blackburn and his 
foundational work.

As well as information such as the background, history and current ac-
tivities of each church, church officers and how to find us, the main con-
tent of interest to members of both congregations will be the news and 
events of each church. This will be kept up to date, but we do of course 
rely on people to keep us informed of events and also to provide photo-
graphs and other images (getting permission to use, where relevant!).

And of course, we hope that once the new website is up and running 
that you will enjoy checking it out regularly and giving the web-adminis-
trators helpful feedback.  SDH

Web-administrators: 
Rachel Inglis (for Greyfriars) & Laura Durling (for St. Mary’s)
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THE GENERATION GAIN
by Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars Sunday School. Have you any idea how happy it makes me, 
and I am sure many others, to write this phrase?!

Drostie Tame, who has been appointed as our Sunday School teacher, 
has written an introductory article for the magazine below. We enthusi-
astically look forward to this starting on Sunday, 2nd April at 11 am. The 
children will come into church at the start of the service, have their class 
in Greyfriars House and rejoin us towards the end of the service. To begin 
with, this will happen on the first Sunday of each month.

Already a number of children and their parents have expressed keen 
interest. I want to take this opportunity to thank those who have under-
taken preparatory foundations, including Gwen Shaw and Rev’d John 
(with Vanessa) Martin.

Please, please help us by inviting and encouraging children (or grand-
children) you know to come along. Your enthusiasm may well have more 
influence than a middle-aged Irish clergyman’s! We have also informed 
local schools and the Sea Cadets, where chaplaincy continues to be pro-
vided by me.

Galloway Regional Council
by Tom Jones

The main speaker at the last Regional Council meeting held in January 
at St John’s, Dumfries, was Rev’d John Stevenson. John is part of the 
Annandale Clergy Team and he talked about a recent brief time he’d 
spent in Ankara. Some years’ ago, he had spoken to us about his time 
as rector of an Episcopal church in South-East Turkey. He had returned 
to Ankara to stand in for the rector of the Episcopal church who was 
on leave.

We were given a picture of a lively group of the faithful, a small mi-
nority in a largely secular environment with its official Islamic cul-
ture. Recognised Christian churches are tolerated, but any Christian 
manifestation outside that framework risks censure. I was particularly 
taken by the description of events in the church when wonderful food 
was prepared in the homes of church members. John also spoke of 
the children he got to know whose families were among the regulars.

In the business part of the meeting we were told that the Bishop’s 
health is slowly improving. We agreed funding for improvements to 
the interior of St John’s Church, Eastriggs. I reported on the recent 
Sunday evening Churches Together service in Greyfriars – there were 
reports of similar events in other churches in the region. Stephen re-
ported the hope that a Sunday school might start up Greyfriars, which 
was enthusiastically received as it is an unusual occurrence for most of 
our congregations! (see pp 6-7 for an update)

DIOCESAN NEWS
To subscribe and receive the free Diocesan News by email register your 
name and email address on http://news.church.scot/.  Relevant news 
items should be sent to news@church.scot.
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AND THE WINNERS ARE –

We asked the children to draw a picture of Greyfriars. The standard was 
so high that I sought professional help from a former teacher in the 
person of my daughter, Elizabeth. All the art-work was of a very high 
standard – but the winners are (drum-roll):

First prize: Kate Dunlop
Joint Second prizes: Seamus Clarke & Lucy Patterson
A special prize goes to Konnor-Lee Carruthers for his imaginative inter-
pretation of the sanctuary!

The art-work is already on display in Greyfriars. We will present the 
prizes shortly. SDH

AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST - ONE MORE SPECIAL CHILD

No less a personage than the daughter of Mrs Summers and her hus-
band, Luke, Miss Lucy Summers, aged two, will be baptised in our church 
during the morning service on 9th April, at 11 a.m. SDH

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK – 14th – 20th MAY
Once again, the organisers are looking for help with the great task of 
house-to-house collecting in Kirkcudbright as well as with the big count 
in the following week.
If you wish to be more energetic do come along to walk (or even run) 
the Kirkcudbright Half Marathon at the end of May. As an inducement, 
Mary Newton has promised more tea and cake at her house again this 
year!
If you’d like to get involved or share fundraising ideas, please contact 
Linda Kinnell on 01557 331683 or email linda_kinnell@yahoo.co.uk.

A CULTURAL FEAST IN GATEHOUSE

7.30 pm, 21st April in St Mary’s, the Tonic Solway Choir will be perform-
ing an eclectic programme of music ranging from the 15th Century to the 
modern day, including a challenging 8-part piece. Tickets are available on 
the door.

BIG LIT FESTIVAL - 20-23 April, 2017

Now in its 7th year, The Stewartry’s ‘very own book festival’ offers a 
fascinating smorgasbord of literature, comedy, history, music, exhibitions 
and performance not to mention guerilla poets, storytellers, buskers, etc. 
What particularly catch the eye are a horrid literary murder to solve at 
Cream o’Galloway (so best not to get a raspberry ripple ice-cream while 
you’re solving the gory mystery), BAFTA award winning Palestinian/Syrian 
refugee, poet and Scottish writer Ghazi Hussein in conversation with jour-
nalist Jean Rafferty, and the intriguing Stranraer African Drumming Group.

Tickets are available from The Franca Bruno Shop or online 
(www.biglit.org). 
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

JUST A MOMENT
Thursdays from 11-11.15 am in 
Greyfriars Church
A moment of quiet prayer 
together. All are welcome.

GREYFRIARS OVERRUN BY CHILDREN

We were delighted to welcome over 40 children, aged 5-6, and their 
teachers and class-room assistants to Greyfriars church on Thursday, 
16th March. It was a noisy, happy occasion with scores of questions – 
perceptive questions, as you would expect from little people – some 
early Easter eggs, and not a few pupils enthralled about the dead 
knight in the sanctuary! This visit, following the rector’s assembly in 
Kirkcudbright Primary School, was the brain-child of their P1 teacher, 
Mrs Catherine Summers (pictured, on Stephen’s right). SDH
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“Easter celebrates the victory of light and life over darkness and death. 
God recreates and redeems all life from dead, dry and destroyed bones. 
We are released from the bonds of self-obsession – and whatever would 
steal away the radical freedom of God-with-us. We join in baptismal re-
birth in the midst of Jesus’ own passing-over.”

We have many services over Holy Week and Easter in both Greyfriars and 
St. Mary’s and you are warmly and inclusively welcomed to both c
hurches. The details are listed below.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES
Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright (Kbt) and St. Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet (GoF)

Wednesday, 
12th April 9.30 am Holy Communion, GoF

Maundy Thursday
13th April 10 am  Holy Communion, Kbt
  7 pm  Eucharist, GoF

Good Friday
14th April          10 am Kbt Churches Together ‘Walk of Witness’, 
starting at St  Andrew’s & St Cuthbert’s RC church and finishing at the
Celtic Cross in the centre of town.

    2.30 pm Service of Reflection, Kbt

12.30 pm Service of Reflection and Meditation, GoF, preceded by the 
GoF Churches Together ‘Walk of Witness’.

EASTER DAY
16th April 9.30 am Sung Eucharist, GoF
  11 am  Sung Eucharist, Kbt

The Rector will also be distributing Holy Communion to those who are 
house-bound, elderly or in hospital. Please let him know directly if anyone 
wishes to be included.

Dave’s Tips

April:  When your sweet peas seedlings have developed three true 
leaves pinch out the top set to encourage bushier plants.  The same 
method can be used for other seedlings.  

It is a good time to buy Dahlia tubers and pot them up into 2 litre pots 
with fresh compost.  Keep them moist and frost free to plant out in 
early June.

May:  If you have been growing perennials over winter now is a good 
time to plant them out.  Give the soil a good feed before planting, 
they should romp away.  

Now is a good time to give your roses a sprinkle of high potassium 
feed such as Top Rose.  It will help your roses bloom until autumn.  
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R E A D I N G S
FROM THE RECTOR

EASTER REFLECTION

People are saying Easter is late this year. Some-
times they say ‘Easter is early this year’. I’ve never 
heard anyone say it is bang on time!

One year in the beginning of my ministry it was so 
early that the famous Easter Parade I attended in 
Dublin was so cold it snowed, and children in their Easter bonnets and 
light clothing had to receive medical attention.

‘Early’ however is a good word to be associated with the Day of Resur-
rection. The women followers of Our Lord were early at the grave. 
When I was Rector of Bushmills, County Antrim, the churches held a 
moving ecumenical service at sunrise on the dramatic Atlantic shores 
of the Giants Causeway. The cold was offset by a hearty Ulster fry-up 
in the Presbyterian church hall before we all went off to sing Thine be 
the Glory. We do not need a creatively beautiful setting - although it 
helps - such as we are privileged to live in to feel close to the force of 
God’s life-giving love which we associate with Easter. The Easter story 
is told to our hearts and experienced in our lives. 

Meanwhile in later ministry in urban-decayed Sunderland an enter-
prising young vicar on our team held a 5 a.m. service in the church 
grounds around a live fire-lit brazier when the words of the maid, the 
Apostle Peter’s denial, etc. were read and came to life with amazing 
poignancy.

For the Christian, Easter is both personal faith and the most joy-
ous collective worship any church can experience. Bishop Katharine 
Schori, former presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church of the U.S. has 
written: 

2nd April 2017
  Ezekiel 37:1-14
  Romans 8:6-11
  John 11:1-45

9th April 2017
  Matthew 21:1-11
  Isaiah 50:4-9a
  Philippians 2:5-11
  Matthew 26:14-27:66 or
    Matthew 27:11-54

16th April 2017
  (Alt. Read. Acts 10:34-43)
  Jeremiah 31:1-6 
  Colossians 3:1-4 
  John 20:1-18 or
    Matthew 28:1-10
  

23rd April 2017
   (A/R Acts 2:14a.22-32) 
  Exodus 14:10-end;15:20-21
  1Peter 1:3-9 or
  John 20:19-31

30th April 2017
  (A/R Acts 2:14a.36-41)
  Zephaniah 3:1-14-end
  1 Peter 1:17-23 
  Luke 24:13-35

7th May 2017
  (A/R Acts 2;42-47)
  Genesis 7
  1 Peter 2:19-25
  John 10;1-10

14th May 2017
  (A/R Acts 7:55-60)
   Genesis 8:1-19
  1Peter 2:2-16
  John 14:1-14

21st May 2017
  (A/R Acts 17:22-31)
  Genesis 8:20-9:17
  1 Peter 3:13-22
  John 14:15-21

28th May 2017
  (A/R Acts 1:6-14)
  Ezekiel 36:24-28
  1Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
  John 17:1-11

The devout Christianof the future will either be a “mystic” ... or will 
cease to be anything at all.  Karl Rahner sj
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  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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    Mrs Vivien Dania  
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Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Sacristy     
Protection Vulnerable Adults Mrs Gwen Shaw 
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CHURCH SERVICES:  See page 3 for Holy Week & Easter services
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Laura Durling
E: girthonoldmanse@btinternet.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/
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APRIL - MAY 2017FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT COFFEE MORNING

Over 60 people came to support the Fairtrade Fortnight coffee morn-
ing in Kirkcudbright on 11th March and over £200 was raised. Members 
from Greyfriars were much in evidence, both serving and socialising. 

This year, the theme was ‘I put Fairtrade in my Break’. The idea is to en-
courage local businesses to use Fairtrade products in their staff breaks. 
The Fairtrade group is now visiting businesses in Kirkcudbright to offer 
them free samples of tea, coffee and sugar and give them a helpful list 
of Fairtrade suppliers in the area.

From funds raised at past community events, the Fairtrade group were 
delighted to be able to make donations to the Kilombero women rice-
growers in Malawi to buy ploughs and to ‘Shared Interest’ specifically 
towards the development of new training methods to help small-holder 
farmers in Africa. 

Drostie and Rachel hope to re-start selling Fairtrade goods after Sun-
day services at Greyfriars again soon.  Watch out for the
announcement in the new website!
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Customers enjoying bakes made from Fairtrade ingredients


