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 A MOVEMENT THAT ‘HAD TO HAPPEN’

An estimated 1.4m young people in 123 countries skipped school on
Friday 15th March to demand stronger climate policies in what may be 
one of the largest environmental protests in history. This included a con-
tingent from Kirkcudbright Academy which, noisily, but good-humouredly, 
left during assembly led by our rector, Stephen, to march through the 
town.

“This movement had to happen, we didn’t have a choice,” writes young 
Swedish activist, Greta Thunberg. “We knew there was a climate crisis …. 
We knew, because everything we read and watched screamed out to us 
that something was very wrong.”

Greta Thunberg addressing youth 
march
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The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 
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Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
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GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360
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Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Jeff J Mitchell, Edinburgh
Other photographs: Alec Blackadder, Rachel Inglis, Pene Richmond, 
library pictures 

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

7th April 2019
  Isaiah 43:16-21
  Philippians 3:4b-14
  John 12:1-8

14th April 2019
  Gospel - Luke 19:28-40
  Isaiah 50:4-96
  Philippians 2:5-11
  
 21st April 2019
  Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25
  Acts 10:34-43 or1 Corinthians     
  15:19-26
  John20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

 28th April 2019
  Acts 5:27-32
  Revelations 1:4-8
  John20:19-31

5th May 2019
  Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)
  Revelations 5:11-14
  John 21:1-19
  
12th May 2019
  Acts 9:36-43
  Revelations 7:9-17
  John 10:22-30
  
19th May 2019
  Acts 11:1-18
  Revelation 21:1-6
  John 13:31-35

26th May 2019
  Acts 16:9-15
  Revelation 21:10. 22-22:5
  John14:23-29 or John 5:1-9

‘My Soul is from elsewhere, I’m sure of that, and I intend to end up 
there.’ Rumi

The meaning of Easter and Ascension 

Easter gives name to a small nation. What we now 
know as Easter Island is one of the remotest places 
in the world. It is part of Polynesia and had a
culture dating back to at least 1200 AD.

Dutch explorers first landed there on Easter Day 1722, hence the name. 
They were quickly followed by Christian missionaries, who although 
they did some good, also brought Western illness and anti-native 
prejudice. The famous Moai monuments (monolithic human figures 
carved by the Rapa Nui people) which the locals had cherished for 
centuries were toppled, the land plundered, and by 1862 over half the 
islanders had been carried off by Peruvian slavers. The West need not 
feel too superior about this. In the same year the mighty USA had em-
barked on a bloody Civil War because some white people, often 
Christian, felt it was acceptable to enslave their fellow black citizens.

All of this is sadly ironic when we consider that the meaning behind 
Easter is the Resurrection of our Lord i.e. the triumph of life over death; 
and the basis for the greatest freedom the church has ever known. 
Easter itself is beginning to suffer the fate Christmas was reduced to 
some decades ago; a commercial holiday based more on sentiment 
than faith. Mercifully it is still one of the best-attended Christian serv-
ices in both our churches (and in the Christian church worldwide) for 
very good reason.

We celebrate Ascension in late May. This Christian festival also gives 
its name to an island in the south Atlantic that was discovered by the 
Portuguese in 1501. Although native people (very few of them) were 
treated much better it was something of an ecological disaster as sea-
birds and the famous giant green turtles were plundered. The leading 
Victorian botanists, Charles Darwin and Joseph Hooker, at least rem-
edied the situation by an intensive programme of horticultural care.
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

By Jesus’ return to Heaven the link between God as our loving 
Heavenly Father was established - earth and heaven eternally united 
and peace offered in a world crying for the beauty and love this 
expresses.

Easter and Ascension together give light and hope in a world where 
darkness and despair will never reign supreme.

SERVICES DURING HOLY WEEK

Tuesday, 16th April
6 pm – Joint Choral Evensong in Greyfriars with St Mary’s

Wednesday, 17th April
9.30 am – St Mary’s, Gatehouse

Maundy Thursday, 18th April
10 am – Eucharist, Greyfriars
6 pm – Joint Eucharist, St Mary’s with Greyfriars

Good Friday, 19th April
10 am Walk of Witness, Kirkcudbright – starts at Catholic church and 
calls at each church
3 pm – Reflection in Words, Images and Music, Greyfriars

Easter Sunday, 21st April
7 am – Ecumenical Sunrise Service on Moat Brae, Kirkcudbright, fol-
lowed by light breakfast.
11 am – Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars
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JOHN SIMPSON PATON PHILIP MBE 
An Appreciation by Beverley Vaux

John Philip was born on 3rd April 
1926 in Cambridge, an unexpected 
twin to his elder sister Rosie. He 
attended The Perse School and read 
Agriculture at St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, where he rowed in the 
boat race twice, later becoming its 
President. On leaving Cambridge, 
although he had no desire to teach, 
John was persuaded to apply as a 
lecturer at Suffolk’s small, independ-
ent farm institute, Chadacre, near 
Bury St. Edmunds, where he came 
under the influence of the Principal, 
Mr Seward. This was a formative 
time for John – he recognised the 
quality of the very practical course 
offered there and the effect it could 
have on the students, mostly sixteen 
year-olds.

After three years, John then moved to Northern Ireland to take up a 
post as Farm Agent to the Clandeboye Estate where he was able to 
start a large dairy herd. This is where he met and married Margaret 
in 1952 and where their four children were born. During this time 
he developed the deep Christian faith which was to become such an 
important part of his life and he and Margaret were confirmed into 
the Church of England in 1958; the year the family moved to Suffolk 
where John was appointed Principal of Chadacre Agricultural 
Institute.

The Institute was founded and endowed in 1920 by the 1st Earl of 
Iveagh, to provide sound, practical training for people working in 

DIOCESAN SYNOD REPORT
Holy Trinity Church, Kilmarnock, 23rd February 2019

Synod began with Eucharist at 10.00 am. The Primus, The Most Rev'd 
Mark Strange, who is interim Bishop, chaired Synod. After elections for 
diocesan members and for representatives on provincial boards, the Synod 
Clerk reported on the Summary of Congregational Returns providing inter-
esting statistics - the number of baptisms, confirmations and funerals was 
greater than the previous year, whilst those on the communicants roll and 
marriages were less.

Two canons received a first reading. Canon 35 concerned the proposal to 
include reference to church curtilages, e.g. boundaries, graveyards. The 
reading relating to Canon 52 concerned the possible removal of the Infor-
mation and Communication Board.

The Canon Missioner, Rev'd Canon Audrey Stewart, spoke about the dif-
ferent ways in which the word 'Mission' is interpreted. Petko Marinov, the 
Digital Missioner, is working on a website for the Diocese. He wants to 
promote courses for basic website usage. Both Missioners are very willing 
to help, and encourage all to 'get in touch' (email addresses are available).

The Lent Appeal for 2019 was introduced and is for The Malawi Associa-
tion for Christian Support. £75,000 is needed to complete the amount 
necessary to build two operating theatres at St. Luke's Hospital, Malosa, 
Malawi.

In his report, the Diocesan Treasurer said spending was not as much as 
expected and figures were fairly robust. £15,000 has been set aside for IT 
improvement consultants.

The Dean reported that the Bishop's House is being refurbished. He also 
informed Synod that new premises were being sought for the Diocesan 
Centre, as the current property is not fit for purpose. Results of the earlier 
elections were given.

Synod concluded after Bishop Mark gave the Confirmation of the Acts of Synod 
and the Blessing.  Barbara McFarlane, Lay Representative, Gatehouse of Fleet
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Stronord from time to time. In 1991 they finally moved to Gatehouse 
of Fleet. They had become members of St. Mary’s Church in Gate-
house of Fleet in 1980 but now their involvement deepened. John 
started the Cornerstone Services on Sundays at 4pm which eventually 
developed into the Community Church. He ran at least 8 Alpha groups 
(two of which I attended, enjoyed very much and found very helpful 
and inspiring) and together they were a “House pair” at house parties 
for the Steward’s Trust. John’s deep faith shone out and their devotion 
to each other was a shining example to us all. I personally particularly 
remember the very moving speech John made one Sunday after he 
was diagnosed with Vascular Dementia saying that he wanted to say 
“Goodbye” to us all while he still could and how much being a 
member of the Congregation of St. Mary’s meant to him. As the 
disease gradually progressed it was beautiful to watch the way they 
walked to the communion rail, hand in hand, their love so gently ex-
pressed. John managed to remain at home until November 2015 when 
looking after him became too difficult for Margaret so John moved to 
Merse House where he lived until his death on 1st November 2018.

John was a very special man of faith who loved the countryside and 
was full of humour, integrity and a humble goodness; in this day and 
age a real rarity. He really was a “Good Shepherd” to his family, his 
students and the Christian community in Gatehouse of Fleet as well as 
his flock of sheep.

Churches worldwide seem to be more interested in the differences 
between them and their own internal disputes than in any moves 
towards unity. Arguments about gay and lesbian priests, women 
bishops and paedophile priests dominate the news. However the 
church overall, notwithstanding past religious wars and conflicts, is 
a force for good, but could do so much more. The good the church 
does is often lost amidst the stories of disputes and petty internal 
arguments.

In Gatehouse our “Churches Together” movement does valiant 
work, but it seems to me to preach only to the converted. Their 
events occur mainly mid-week. On Sundays they all return whence 
they came.

We have a choice. Either we persist with our current doctrines, 
rituals and services and witness the continued gradual decline to-
wards oblivion or we can embrace change; change, which might just 
help to bring us into the 21st Century. Matthew Parris, an avowed 
atheist, writes about “original virtue” a concept that might appeal 
to a wider audience than “original sin”. What we actually believe or 
don’t believe is of course entirely a matter for each of us. However 
we are all united in our wish to see Christianity succeed and 
prosper. I believe change is long overdue.

Of course it is not all bad news. St Mary’s is a very happy small 
congregation and I think I can safely say we enjoy each other’s 
company whether we think “it is not the believing but the belong-
ing that matters” or the other way round.

If you would like to respond to Mike’s article,  the editor would be 
very interested to hear from you. 
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agriculture. John had a very successful and enjoyable career at 
Chadacre and had a huge impact on an entire generation of farmers. 
His daughter Rachel said, ”Chadacre was his ‘life’s work’. He was a 
very special, caring and supportive man, a larger than life character 
but never put himself forward like that and cared for the students 
both at College and when they left”. John was responsible for the 
building of the College Chapel and was Director of the Suffolk Show in 
1970. During his time at Chadacre he took up sailing at Brightlingsea 
– a fun but rather damp occupation for his crew, according to 
Margaret!

John left Chadacre in 1980, the same year he was awarded an MBE 
for Services to Agriculture, following an incident when he nearly fell 
asleep while invigilating an exam! In his typical brave, humble and 
pragmatic way he decided it was now time to retire and follow his 
dream of becoming a hands-on working shepherd in spite of persua-
sion from friends and colleagues that he should take up holy orders 
and become a Church of England priest. The College was sold in 1990 
and a Trust (under the Chairmanship of Lord Iveagh) was founded to 
continue the original objects of the College, but in a wider context, 
relevant to the needs of a modern and developing industry.

After leaving Chadacre, John & Margaret moved to Gatehouse of 
Fleet, where James Armstrong took John on as a shepherd. The first 
year, having acquired a sheep dog, John decided to enter the Gate-
house sheep dog trials. When it was his turn, he sent his dog off 
to round up the sheep but it decided to return home. This caused 
great amusement but John took this set back with his usual humour, 
endearing himself to all the shepherds present and ensuring his place 
in the annals of the Gatehouse Sheepdog Trials. He never entered 
another trial but had a very happy and successful nine years working 
as a shepherd until he felt he could not cope with another lambing 
season.

John and Margaret then moved to Adam Gray’s Upper Senwick Cot-
tage for a couple of years where John helped Adam with services 
in Borgue Church and started a Youth Club in Borgue with visits to 

CHOOSE LIFE! – An Update
Rachel Inglis

The 6:2 Eco Group will meet again at 7.30pm on Thursday, 2nd May in 
Greyfriars House. I hope you will be able to join us.

The purpose is to continue our dialogue about what we can do individual-
ly, collectively as church communities and also with the wider community 
to address the challenges of climate change.

Climate change affects us all. But it’s complex. We will each have a 
different concern and will each have different gifts and talents to offer as 
well as differing levels of energy and time to contribute. This group is 
really about mutual encouragement and exchange of ideas.

At this meeting we will decide whether we’d like to organise one or two 
meetings for the wider community where we’ll invite two speakers – one 
an Atmosphere Scientist to talk about the wider picture of climate change 
and the other a Council employee to talk about litter, dog-fouling and anti-
social behaviour. I expect that other ideas will emerge as we talk together.

I find it easy to feel overwhelmed by whole subject; after all, what can one 
person do? Not a lot. But lots of individuals can achieve a huge amount. 

When I read around the subject and browse the internet, one thing strikes 
me. In all the community action groups I read about, there is sadly very 
little evidence of the church involved. I’m sure people of faith are there, 
but there doesn’t seem to be a recognition that ‘the church’ has some-
thing important to say about this issue. We do. 

The church has one vital thing to offer: hope. Not the crossing your fingers 
and hoping everything’s going to work out kind of hope. But a deep-seat-
ed hope that God is actively and compassionately involved in our sacred 
universe. So the question I invite us all to consider is: what do I sense God 
is up to and how can I join in?
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IT IS NOT THE BELIEVING BUT THE BELONGING THAT 
MATTERS
Mike Ashmore

There are many more people in Scotland who would call themselves 
Christians than are regular churchgoers. In St Mary’s our carol service 
was attended by some 140 people, yet our average congregation on a 
Sunday seldom exceeds 25. Christmas, weddings and funerals are the 
only time many people enter a church.

The last time we welcomed a new member to St Mary’s was as far back 
as 2014. Since then we have lost members. Some have moved away, 
gone elsewhere or sadly died. At the present time we do not hold a 
Sunday school and no young people attend our church, despite the best 
efforts of our rector to encourage them to do so.

There are a number of reasons for this decline. Historically, the Stewar-
try and Galloway are not areas where there has been a long-standing 
Episcopal tradition, indeed quite the opposite. So our congregation is 
made up from people who have moved here from elsewhere, often for 
retirement. We are also part of the long-term decline in church mem-
bership which is happening across all denominations worldwide.

Each Sunday we, like Greyfriars, follow the order of service as laid down 
in the Scottish Liturgy 1982. Our readings from the Old and New Testa-
ments and the psalms and collects are set out for us in the Redemptor-
ist pew sheets. At times these hardly seem relevant to modern day 21st 
Century Christianity. Some can be positively arcane – six-winged ser-
aphs, angels and archangels, Genesis chapters one and two. The same 
might be said for the creed (written in the 4th Century AD). Perhaps 
this rigid adherence to tradition is too demanding and puts young peo-
ple off attending church and older people as well? We live in an increas-
ingly analytical age when people question the ancient doctrines and 
beliefs. Our rector acknowledged this in a recent sermon.

WIND FARMS – AN UPDATE
By Judy Parker

In June 2013 I wrote an article 
about wind farms in Dumfries and 
Galloway. I was concerned when I 
looked at the map at the inordinate 
number of wind turbines, planned 
and in some cases already up and 
running, indiscriminately distrib-
uted over much of the landscape I 
have come to love. I am not against 
wind energy, in fact am pro the 
use of alternatives to burning fossil 
fuels. However, it appeared to me 
that energy companies were jumping on the band wagon and choos-
ing our area because it is relatively near the national grid and close to 
the border with England and thus the electricity generated more easily 
transported south to raise revenue for Scotland.

In the article I cited four of particular interest to us in Kirkcudbright 
and Gatehouse i.e. Mayfield, Barcloy Hill, Chapman’s Howe and Knock-
endurrick (formerly Irlandton Moor). At the end of 2018, after success-
fully halting the building of the first three, the last of these was finally 
turned down by the Scottish Government after a protracted battle 
with Banks Renewables who, after making various changes to their 
proposal, had appealed against this decision.

Help was given practically by individuals in various ways, i.e. leafleting, 
writing objections, field visits, council meetings – it was edifying to 
see the processes through which these big decisions had to navigate 
and to be witness at first hand of the care with which our D&G Council 
members plan for our good, especially when financial considerations 
are almost always top of the agenda. 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - 12TH -18TH MAY
Doreen Blackadder

It has come around to that time of year where we start to think of Christian 
Aid Week, where has the last year gone? Time to get my walking shoes on and 
start practising for the Half Marathon, which I will be doing again this year. 

If anybody wishes to join me they would be very welcome. We are always 
looking for volunteers for house-to-house collection. If you feel you could help 
with this, please let me know and I can pass your name onto Linda Kinnell. We 
also need people to help at the count on Monday 20th May from 9.30 on-
wards in the Parish Church Hall, lunch is provided. Mary Newton will be doing 
her afternoon teas again this year for Christian Aid.

Why do I do it? It is a challenge for me personally, a great way to raise money, 
meeting new people giving up their time to help this very worthwhile cause, 
which helps many people worldwide in so many different ways.

I kept around 20 people in touch concerning the state of play over the 
five years by forwarding the TW312 monthly newsletter Info@tw312.
org.uk. I am grateful to individuals who responded to the call. I shall 
no longer be doing this as the battle for the immediate area has been 
won. I am well aware that decisions can be overturned at the drop of 
a hat but I have decided to leave the ground clear for other people to 
take up the baton should they wish to.

Plans are progressing, with discussions currently underway with the 
Scottish Government, to push for a national park in the area and to put 
the new electricity cables from Ayrshire underground and these are 
schemes that could be backed to safeguard our landscape for recrea-
tion and tourism, and the work for local people this provides. Perhaps 
someone else from the two congregations might see these as areas 
worth pursuing.

Spring Fling is a vibrant visual art and craft open studios event covering 
the length and breadth of Dumfries & Galloway. It is highly regarded 
as one of UK’s the most successful contemporary visual art and craft 
events.

Lots going on in and around Kirkcudbright and further afield!

For further information, see the website: www.spring-fling.co.uk. 
Brochures are available free throughout Dumfries & Galloway, or order 
one from the website.
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GREAT MEMORIES OF BANGKOK
By Pene Richmond

Last November I had the opportunity to fly out to Bangkok, where I 
spent 3 days before going to the Island of Bali for the remainder of a 
two-week holiday. On my first morning after landing in Bangkok I was 
taken on the most wonderful excursion by my guide Mr Terry. I was 
chauffeur driven to three major sites showing Bangkok’s temples; Wat 
Traimit, Grand Palace and Wat Pho.

Wat Traimit, on the edge of Chinatown, houses the largest golden 
Buddha in the world. This Buddha revealed itself in 1955 when by 
accident during the 
relocation of the 
Buddha the outer plaster 
got chipped. Beneath 
this exterior they discov-
ered its golden hue. It is 
nearly 5m in height and 
weighs 5½ tons; it sits in 
the ‘mara’ position.

The Grand Palace com-
plex was once the home 
to the Royal family 
between 1782 and 1946. 
It has large white walls 
stretching for 1,900m 
and the complex was 
once a self-sufficient 
city within a city. Now 
the Royal family resides 
further north in Dusit. 
There are a few 

Pene in Bangkok

Judo Champion and poet, paralysed in 1987, Owen Lowery, will tell 
us of his transition from able bodied Judo Champion to disabled 
poet, through poetry and film.

Children too will find much to entertain them as Janis McKay will 
visit primary schools in Gatehouse and Kirkcudbright telling them 
about Selkies and Time Travel Troubles. Head 
up to Cream of Galloway and you will find 
food writer and novelist, Sue Lawrence, in 
conversation with Wilma Paterson about 
cooking, writing and a healthy Scottish diet. 
Back in Gatehouse we welcome the new 
restaurant, The Crafty Crow Café, which 
will open its doors to launches of great new 
books alongside pasta, soup and song, (and 
will include a reading by Crichton Writers of 
which three members live in Gatehouse).

In addition, the Dumfries and Galloway Youth Jazz Orchestra will 
celebrate the Great American Song Book, and the Cairn Chorus will 
return with a new programme, Rewilding. Poet Brian Johnston will 
be here with Juke Box Jeopardy with music from the 50s, 60s and 
early 70s.

Add to this wonderful amalgam the constant warmth and welcome 
at the Bakehouse itself, at the heart of this great community initia-
tive. Gatehouse, and we, are so fortunate to be part of it all.

Tickets are on sale from 1st April from The Galloway Lodge Box 
Office, T: 01557 814 001/ Option 4. Full programme can be found 
on www.biglit.org and in the BIG LIT brochure. 

Sue Lawrence
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Head of the Reclining Buddha

functioning government buildings within the complex but the most 
important is Wat Phra Kaeo, the Royal Chapel which houses the 
Emerald Buddha. King Rama 1 made this a VERY elaborate building 
and made the Emerald Buddha a shawl from gold. When the seasons 
change the King of Thailand dresses the Buddha appropriately. In the 
cold season the shawl is over both shoulders, in the rainy season it 
is over one shoulder, and in the hot season the Buddha just sits with 
the headdress and jewellery - no shawl. It is called the Emerald 
Buddha but it is in fact made from one piece of green jade.

Wat Pho is the largest and oldest complex. This is still an educational 
centre and has at least 300 monks in residence. Here you will find 
the famous Institute of Massage, passageways of Buddhas, one very 
tall Buddha, another in a meditating status sitting high above tiers 
of gold and then of course the impressive reclining Buddha, 46m 
in length and the base of the feet made from the most awesome 
mother of pearl.

Bali was a different story....

THE BAKEHOUSE COMMUNITY ARTS
AND
BIG LIT - 1-5 MAY 2019
By Jane Richardson

We arrived to live in Gatehouse in 2012, in the most extraordinary 
Mediterranean weather in May. We had heard of the Bakehouse, but 
not of Big Lit, into which we were immediately enveloped. I remember 
then being reminded of the Fringe, in its earlier days, when every nook 
and cranny contained an artistic delight, whether it was prose, poetry, 
theatre or song. Such was our experience of that one day event, as it 
then was.

The Stewartry Book Festival, or Big Lit, has expanded into five days for 
2019. This annual community extravaganza, because such it is, is due to 
the diligence and enthusiasm of Chrys Salt and Richard Macfarlane. The 
High Street will buzz with chatter as people - happy, smiling people - 
will make their way between venues. 
Chrys has always been particularly 
benevolent towards new writers, 
local writing groups, and others less 
well known than those she and 
Richard attract to Big Lit. That the 
Big Lit programme will include all 
performing alongside one another 
is testament to the ethos created by 
the Bakehouse.

Bernard MacLaverty

Those names which will already be familiar to us 
include Bernard MacLaverty, Booker Prize nominee, 
talking about his new book, Midsummer Break. Alan 
Taylor of the Herald will talk of his relationship with 
Muriel Spark, whose centenary was last year. Hugh 
Pym, BBC correspondent, will also be in Gatehouse 

to talk about his involvement in Scots in the Great War. The former 

Richard & Chrys
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BLOGSPOT
By Jane Richardson

What word do we use to describe cessation of conflict; a baby sleep-
ing, escaping to the hills, or to the garden shed? Is it calm? Is it quiet? 
Or is it, simply, peace? Indeed, we offer it to one another every Sunday.

When we do so, are we really conscious of how it might be received? 
There might be myriad contexts. Is not peace the most coveted of all 
mental states? Anguish, anxiety, stress are epithets too frequently used 
today, undoubtedly real, and in some instances horrifyingly so.

A small measure of peace might be a job well done, ducks in a row, 
lists ticked, but the bigger picture presents those caught up in warfare, 
perhaps protecting children, lacking food, even homes, those who are 
ill and those who love them powerless, businesses facing major deci-
sion in times of governmental indecision. In such times we pray, but 
perhaps not always to give us what we think we wish for.

An answer to those prayers might be encouragement to acquiesce 
in the face of a situation, however difficult. That such acquiescence 
might steer us to the serenity of peace is surely preferable to resolu-
tion, where none may be possible. The Peace of God which passeth all 
understanding. It does.

‘Let us offer one another a sign of the Peace’.

Yes, let’s.

God grant me the Serenity 
To accept the things I cannot change, 
Courage to change the things I can, 
And the Wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time, 
Enjoying one moment at a time. 
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace, 
Taking, as he did, this sinful world as it is, 
Not as I would like it.

Trusting that he will make all things right, 
If I surrender to his will. 
That I may be reasonably happy in this world 
And supremely happy in the next.

Reinhold Niebuhr, German Theologian

In the 1940’s, this simple prayer came to the attention of 
Alcoholics Anonymous and it was felt that it suited the needs 
of an alcoholic so well that it became part of the AA literature. 
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GREAT MEMORIES OF BANGKOK
By Pene Richmond

Last November I had the opportunity to fly out to Bangkok, where I 
spent 3 days before going to the Island of Bali for the remainder of a 
two-week holiday. On my first morning after landing in Bangkok I was 
taken on the most wonderful excursion by my guide Mr Terry. I was 
chauffeur driven to three major sites showing Bangkok’s temples; Wat 
Traimit, Grand Palace and Wat Pho.

Wat Traimit, on the edge of Chinatown, houses the largest golden 
Buddha in the world. This Buddha revealed itself in 1955 when by 
accident during the 
relocation of the 
Buddha the outer plaster 
got chipped. Beneath 
this exterior they discov-
ered its golden hue. It is 
nearly 5m in height and 
weighs 5½ tons; it sits in 
the ‘mara’ position.

The Grand Palace com-
plex was once the home 
to the Royal family 
between 1782 and 1946. 
It has large white walls 
stretching for 1,900m 
and the complex was 
once a self-sufficient 
city within a city. Now 
the Royal family resides 
further north in Dusit. 
There are a few 

Pene in Bangkok

Judo Champion and poet, paralysed in 1987, Owen Lowery, will tell 
us of his transition from able bodied Judo Champion to disabled 
poet, through poetry and film.

Children too will find much to entertain them as Janis McKay will 
visit primary schools in Gatehouse and Kirkcudbright telling them 
about Selkies and Time Travel Troubles. Head 
up to Cream of Galloway and you will find 
food writer and novelist, Sue Lawrence, in 
conversation with Wilma Paterson about 
cooking, writing and a healthy Scottish diet. 
Back in Gatehouse we welcome the new 
restaurant, The Crafty Crow Café, which 
will open its doors to launches of great new 
books alongside pasta, soup and song, (and 
will include a reading by Crichton Writers of 
which three members live in Gatehouse).

In addition, the Dumfries and Galloway Youth Jazz Orchestra will 
celebrate the Great American Song Book, and the Cairn Chorus will 
return with a new programme, Rewilding. Poet Brian Johnston will 
be here with Juke Box Jeopardy with music from the 50s, 60s and 
early 70s.

Add to this wonderful amalgam the constant warmth and welcome 
at the Bakehouse itself, at the heart of this great community initia-
tive. Gatehouse, and we, are so fortunate to be part of it all.

Tickets are on sale from 1st April from The Galloway Lodge Box 
Office, T: 01557 814 001/ Option 4. Full programme can be found 
on www.biglit.org and in the BIG LIT brochure. 

Sue Lawrence
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - 12TH -18TH MAY
Doreen Blackadder

It has come around to that time of year where we start to think of Christian 
Aid Week, where has the last year gone? Time to get my walking shoes on and 
start practising for the Half Marathon, which I will be doing again this year. 

If anybody wishes to join me they would be very welcome. We are always 
looking for volunteers for house-to-house collection. If you feel you could help 
with this, please let me know and I can pass your name onto Linda Kinnell. We 
also need people to help at the count on Monday 20th May from 9.30 on-
wards in the Parish Church Hall, lunch is provided. Mary Newton will be doing 
her afternoon teas again this year for Christian Aid.

Why do I do it? It is a challenge for me personally, a great way to raise money, 
meeting new people giving up their time to help this very worthwhile cause, 
which helps many people worldwide in so many different ways.

I kept around 20 people in touch concerning the state of play over the 
five years by forwarding the TW312 monthly newsletter Info@tw312.
org.uk. I am grateful to individuals who responded to the call. I shall 
no longer be doing this as the battle for the immediate area has been 
won. I am well aware that decisions can be overturned at the drop of 
a hat but I have decided to leave the ground clear for other people to 
take up the baton should they wish to.

Plans are progressing, with discussions currently underway with the 
Scottish Government, to push for a national park in the area and to put 
the new electricity cables from Ayrshire underground and these are 
schemes that could be backed to safeguard our landscape for recrea-
tion and tourism, and the work for local people this provides. Perhaps 
someone else from the two congregations might see these as areas 
worth pursuing.

Spring Fling is a vibrant visual art and craft open studios event covering 
the length and breadth of Dumfries & Galloway. It is highly regarded 
as one of UK’s the most successful contemporary visual art and craft 
events.

Lots going on in and around Kirkcudbright and further afield!

For further information, see the website: www.spring-fling.co.uk. 
Brochures are available free throughout Dumfries & Galloway, or order 
one from the website.
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IT IS NOT THE BELIEVING BUT THE BELONGING THAT 
MATTERS
Mike Ashmore

There are many more people in Scotland who would call themselves 
Christians than are regular churchgoers. In St Mary’s our carol service 
was attended by some 140 people, yet our average congregation on a 
Sunday seldom exceeds 25. Christmas, weddings and funerals are the 
only time many people enter a church.

The last time we welcomed a new member to St Mary’s was as far back 
as 2014. Since then we have lost members. Some have moved away, 
gone elsewhere or sadly died. At the present time we do not hold a 
Sunday school and no young people attend our church, despite the best 
efforts of our rector to encourage them to do so.

There are a number of reasons for this decline. Historically, the Stewar-
try and Galloway are not areas where there has been a long-standing 
Episcopal tradition, indeed quite the opposite. So our congregation is 
made up from people who have moved here from elsewhere, often for 
retirement. We are also part of the long-term decline in church mem-
bership which is happening across all denominations worldwide.

Each Sunday we, like Greyfriars, follow the order of service as laid down 
in the Scottish Liturgy 1982. Our readings from the Old and New Testa-
ments and the psalms and collects are set out for us in the Redemptor-
ist pew sheets. At times these hardly seem relevant to modern day 21st 
Century Christianity. Some can be positively arcane – six-winged ser-
aphs, angels and archangels, Genesis chapters one and two. The same 
might be said for the creed (written in the 4th Century AD). Perhaps 
this rigid adherence to tradition is too demanding and puts young peo-
ple off attending church and older people as well? We live in an increas-
ingly analytical age when people question the ancient doctrines and 
beliefs. Our rector acknowledged this in a recent sermon.

WIND FARMS – AN UPDATE
By Judy Parker

In June 2013 I wrote an article 
about wind farms in Dumfries and 
Galloway. I was concerned when I 
looked at the map at the inordinate 
number of wind turbines, planned 
and in some cases already up and 
running, indiscriminately distrib-
uted over much of the landscape I 
have come to love. I am not against 
wind energy, in fact am pro the 
use of alternatives to burning fossil 
fuels. However, it appeared to me 
that energy companies were jumping on the band wagon and choos-
ing our area because it is relatively near the national grid and close to 
the border with England and thus the electricity generated more easily 
transported south to raise revenue for Scotland.

In the article I cited four of particular interest to us in Kirkcudbright 
and Gatehouse i.e. Mayfield, Barcloy Hill, Chapman’s Howe and Knock-
endurrick (formerly Irlandton Moor). At the end of 2018, after success-
fully halting the building of the first three, the last of these was finally 
turned down by the Scottish Government after a protracted battle 
with Banks Renewables who, after making various changes to their 
proposal, had appealed against this decision.

Help was given practically by individuals in various ways, i.e. leafleting, 
writing objections, field visits, council meetings – it was edifying to 
see the processes through which these big decisions had to navigate 
and to be witness at first hand of the care with which our D&G Council 
members plan for our good, especially when financial considerations 
are almost always top of the agenda. 
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Stronord from time to time. In 1991 they finally moved to Gatehouse 
of Fleet. They had become members of St. Mary’s Church in Gate-
house of Fleet in 1980 but now their involvement deepened. John 
started the Cornerstone Services on Sundays at 4pm which eventually 
developed into the Community Church. He ran at least 8 Alpha groups 
(two of which I attended, enjoyed very much and found very helpful 
and inspiring) and together they were a “House pair” at house parties 
for the Steward’s Trust. John’s deep faith shone out and their devotion 
to each other was a shining example to us all. I personally particularly 
remember the very moving speech John made one Sunday after he 
was diagnosed with Vascular Dementia saying that he wanted to say 
“Goodbye” to us all while he still could and how much being a 
member of the Congregation of St. Mary’s meant to him. As the 
disease gradually progressed it was beautiful to watch the way they 
walked to the communion rail, hand in hand, their love so gently ex-
pressed. John managed to remain at home until November 2015 when 
looking after him became too difficult for Margaret so John moved to 
Merse House where he lived until his death on 1st November 2018.

John was a very special man of faith who loved the countryside and 
was full of humour, integrity and a humble goodness; in this day and 
age a real rarity. He really was a “Good Shepherd” to his family, his 
students and the Christian community in Gatehouse of Fleet as well as 
his flock of sheep.

Churches worldwide seem to be more interested in the differences 
between them and their own internal disputes than in any moves 
towards unity. Arguments about gay and lesbian priests, women 
bishops and paedophile priests dominate the news. However the 
church overall, notwithstanding past religious wars and conflicts, is 
a force for good, but could do so much more. The good the church 
does is often lost amidst the stories of disputes and petty internal 
arguments.

In Gatehouse our “Churches Together” movement does valiant 
work, but it seems to me to preach only to the converted. Their 
events occur mainly mid-week. On Sundays they all return whence 
they came.

We have a choice. Either we persist with our current doctrines, 
rituals and services and witness the continued gradual decline to-
wards oblivion or we can embrace change; change, which might just 
help to bring us into the 21st Century. Matthew Parris, an avowed 
atheist, writes about “original virtue” a concept that might appeal 
to a wider audience than “original sin”. What we actually believe or 
don’t believe is of course entirely a matter for each of us. However 
we are all united in our wish to see Christianity succeed and 
prosper. I believe change is long overdue.

Of course it is not all bad news. St Mary’s is a very happy small 
congregation and I think I can safely say we enjoy each other’s 
company whether we think “it is not the believing but the belong-
ing that matters” or the other way round.

If you would like to respond to Mike’s article,  the editor would be 
very interested to hear from you. 
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agriculture. John had a very successful and enjoyable career at 
Chadacre and had a huge impact on an entire generation of farmers. 
His daughter Rachel said, ”Chadacre was his ‘life’s work’. He was a 
very special, caring and supportive man, a larger than life character 
but never put himself forward like that and cared for the students 
both at College and when they left”. John was responsible for the 
building of the College Chapel and was Director of the Suffolk Show in 
1970. During his time at Chadacre he took up sailing at Brightlingsea 
– a fun but rather damp occupation for his crew, according to 
Margaret!

John left Chadacre in 1980, the same year he was awarded an MBE 
for Services to Agriculture, following an incident when he nearly fell 
asleep while invigilating an exam! In his typical brave, humble and 
pragmatic way he decided it was now time to retire and follow his 
dream of becoming a hands-on working shepherd in spite of persua-
sion from friends and colleagues that he should take up holy orders 
and become a Church of England priest. The College was sold in 1990 
and a Trust (under the Chairmanship of Lord Iveagh) was founded to 
continue the original objects of the College, but in a wider context, 
relevant to the needs of a modern and developing industry.

After leaving Chadacre, John & Margaret moved to Gatehouse of 
Fleet, where James Armstrong took John on as a shepherd. The first 
year, having acquired a sheep dog, John decided to enter the Gate-
house sheep dog trials. When it was his turn, he sent his dog off 
to round up the sheep but it decided to return home. This caused 
great amusement but John took this set back with his usual humour, 
endearing himself to all the shepherds present and ensuring his place 
in the annals of the Gatehouse Sheepdog Trials. He never entered 
another trial but had a very happy and successful nine years working 
as a shepherd until he felt he could not cope with another lambing 
season.

John and Margaret then moved to Adam Gray’s Upper Senwick Cot-
tage for a couple of years where John helped Adam with services 
in Borgue Church and started a Youth Club in Borgue with visits to 

CHOOSE LIFE! – An Update
Rachel Inglis

The 6:2 Eco Group will meet again at 7.30pm on Thursday, 2nd May in 
Greyfriars House. I hope you will be able to join us.

The purpose is to continue our dialogue about what we can do individual-
ly, collectively as church communities and also with the wider community 
to address the challenges of climate change.

Climate change affects us all. But it’s complex. We will each have a 
different concern and will each have different gifts and talents to offer as 
well as differing levels of energy and time to contribute. This group is 
really about mutual encouragement and exchange of ideas.

At this meeting we will decide whether we’d like to organise one or two 
meetings for the wider community where we’ll invite two speakers – one 
an Atmosphere Scientist to talk about the wider picture of climate change 
and the other a Council employee to talk about litter, dog-fouling and anti-
social behaviour. I expect that other ideas will emerge as we talk together.

I find it easy to feel overwhelmed by whole subject; after all, what can one 
person do? Not a lot. But lots of individuals can achieve a huge amount. 

When I read around the subject and browse the internet, one thing strikes 
me. In all the community action groups I read about, there is sadly very 
little evidence of the church involved. I’m sure people of faith are there, 
but there doesn’t seem to be a recognition that ‘the church’ has some-
thing important to say about this issue. We do. 

The church has one vital thing to offer: hope. Not the crossing your fingers 
and hoping everything’s going to work out kind of hope. But a deep-seat-
ed hope that God is actively and compassionately involved in our sacred 
universe. So the question I invite us all to consider is: what do I sense God 
is up to and how can I join in?
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JOHN SIMPSON PATON PHILIP MBE 
An Appreciation by Beverley Vaux

John Philip was born on 3rd April 
1926 in Cambridge, an unexpected 
twin to his elder sister Rosie. He 
attended The Perse School and read 
Agriculture at St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, where he rowed in the 
boat race twice, later becoming its 
President. On leaving Cambridge, 
although he had no desire to teach, 
John was persuaded to apply as a 
lecturer at Suffolk’s small, independ-
ent farm institute, Chadacre, near 
Bury St. Edmunds, where he came 
under the influence of the Principal, 
Mr Seward. This was a formative 
time for John – he recognised the 
quality of the very practical course 
offered there and the effect it could 
have on the students, mostly sixteen 
year-olds.

After three years, John then moved to Northern Ireland to take up a 
post as Farm Agent to the Clandeboye Estate where he was able to 
start a large dairy herd. This is where he met and married Margaret 
in 1952 and where their four children were born. During this time 
he developed the deep Christian faith which was to become such an 
important part of his life and he and Margaret were confirmed into 
the Church of England in 1958; the year the family moved to Suffolk 
where John was appointed Principal of Chadacre Agricultural 
Institute.

The Institute was founded and endowed in 1920 by the 1st Earl of 
Iveagh, to provide sound, practical training for people working in 

DIOCESAN SYNOD REPORT
Holy Trinity Church, Kilmarnock, 23rd February 2019

Synod began with Eucharist at 10.00 am. The Primus, The Most Rev'd 
Mark Strange, who is interim Bishop, chaired Synod. After elections for 
diocesan members and for representatives on provincial boards, the Synod 
Clerk reported on the Summary of Congregational Returns providing inter-
esting statistics - the number of baptisms, confirmations and funerals was 
greater than the previous year, whilst those on the communicants roll and 
marriages were less.

Two canons received a first reading. Canon 35 concerned the proposal to 
include reference to church curtilages, e.g. boundaries, graveyards. The 
reading relating to Canon 52 concerned the possible removal of the Infor-
mation and Communication Board.

The Canon Missioner, Rev'd Canon Audrey Stewart, spoke about the dif-
ferent ways in which the word 'Mission' is interpreted. Petko Marinov, the 
Digital Missioner, is working on a website for the Diocese. He wants to 
promote courses for basic website usage. Both Missioners are very willing 
to help, and encourage all to 'get in touch' (email addresses are available).

The Lent Appeal for 2019 was introduced and is for The Malawi Associa-
tion for Christian Support. £75,000 is needed to complete the amount 
necessary to build two operating theatres at St. Luke's Hospital, Malosa, 
Malawi.

In his report, the Diocesan Treasurer said spending was not as much as 
expected and figures were fairly robust. £15,000 has been set aside for IT 
improvement consultants.

The Dean reported that the Bishop's House is being refurbished. He also 
informed Synod that new premises were being sought for the Diocesan 
Centre, as the current property is not fit for purpose. Results of the earlier 
elections were given.

Synod concluded after Bishop Mark gave the Confirmation of the Acts of Synod 
and the Blessing.  Barbara McFarlane, Lay Representative, Gatehouse of Fleet
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

By Jesus’ return to Heaven the link between God as our loving 
Heavenly Father was established - earth and heaven eternally united 
and peace offered in a world crying for the beauty and love this 
expresses.

Easter and Ascension together give light and hope in a world where 
darkness and despair will never reign supreme.

SERVICES DURING HOLY WEEK

Tuesday, 16th April
6 pm – Joint Choral Evensong in Greyfriars with St Mary’s

Wednesday, 17th April
9.30 am – St Mary’s, Gatehouse

Maundy Thursday, 18th April
10 am – Eucharist, Greyfriars
6 pm – Joint Eucharist, St Mary’s with Greyfriars

Good Friday, 19th April
10 am Walk of Witness, Kirkcudbright – starts at Catholic church and 
calls at each church
3 pm – Reflection in Words, Images and Music, Greyfriars

Easter Sunday, 21st April
7 am – Ecumenical Sunrise Service on Moat Brae, Kirkcudbright, fol-
lowed by light breakfast.
11 am – Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

7th April 2019
  Isaiah 43:16-21
  Philippians 3:4b-14
  John 12:1-8

14th April 2019
  Gospel - Luke 19:28-40
  Isaiah 50:4-96
  Philippians 2:5-11
  
 21st April 2019
  Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25
  Acts 10:34-43 or1 Corinthians     
  15:19-26
  John20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

 28th April 2019
  Acts 5:27-32
  Revelations 1:4-8
  John20:19-31

5th May 2019
  Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)
  Revelations 5:11-14
  John 21:1-19
  
12th May 2019
  Acts 9:36-43
  Revelations 7:9-17
  John 10:22-30
  
19th May 2019
  Acts 11:1-18
  Revelation 21:1-6
  John 13:31-35

26th May 2019
  Acts 16:9-15
  Revelation 21:10. 22-22:5
  John14:23-29 or John 5:1-9

‘My Soul is from elsewhere, I’m sure of that, and I intend to end up 
there.’ Rumi

The meaning of Easter and Ascension 

Easter gives name to a small nation. What we now 
know as Easter Island is one of the remotest places 
in the world. It is part of Polynesia and had a
culture dating back to at least 1200 AD.

Dutch explorers first landed there on Easter Day 1722, hence the name. 
They were quickly followed by Christian missionaries, who although 
they did some good, also brought Western illness and anti-native 
prejudice. The famous Moai monuments (monolithic human figures 
carved by the Rapa Nui people) which the locals had cherished for 
centuries were toppled, the land plundered, and by 1862 over half the 
islanders had been carried off by Peruvian slavers. The West need not 
feel too superior about this. In the same year the mighty USA had em-
barked on a bloody Civil War because some white people, often 
Christian, felt it was acceptable to enslave their fellow black citizens.

All of this is sadly ironic when we consider that the meaning behind 
Easter is the Resurrection of our Lord i.e. the triumph of life over death; 
and the basis for the greatest freedom the church has ever known. 
Easter itself is beginning to suffer the fate Christmas was reduced to 
some decades ago; a commercial holiday based more on sentiment 
than faith. Mercifully it is still one of the best-attended Christian serv-
ices in both our churches (and in the Christian church worldwide) for 
very good reason.

We celebrate Ascension in late May. This Christian festival also gives 
its name to an island in the south Atlantic that was discovered by the 
Portuguese in 1501. Although native people (very few of them) were 
treated much better it was something of an ecological disaster as sea-
birds and the famous giant green turtles were plundered. The leading 
Victorian botanists, Charles Darwin and Joseph Hooker, at least rem-
edied the situation by an intensive programme of horticultural care.
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Doreen Blackadder      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Anthony Bird       
Vestry Members  Mr John Boyd  
    Dr Mike Moore          
    Mr Robert Reddaway
    Mr Randale Roy Rushing
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                       Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 
Sunday School   Steph Moore & Rosemarie Main
Sunday School is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Lady Beverley Vaux 
Secretary   Mrs Vivien Millner
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Mrs Janet Hannay
    Mrs Sally-Ann Madeley      Dr John Morton
    Miss Pene Richmond          Mrs Judy Samways
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Catherine Keye  
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Mrs Vivien Millner
E: vivienmvestry@gmail.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Jeff J Mitchell, Edinburgh
Other photographs: Alec Blackadder, Rachel Inglis, Pene Richmond, 
library pictures 

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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 A MOVEMENT THAT ‘HAD TO HAPPEN’

An estimated 1.4m young people in 123 countries skipped school on
Friday 15th March to demand stronger climate policies in what may be 
one of the largest environmental protests in history. This included a con-
tingent from Kirkcudbright Academy which, noisily, but good-humouredly, 
left during assembly led by our rector, Stephen, to march through the 
town.

“This movement had to happen, we didn’t have a choice,” writes young 
Swedish activist, Greta Thunberg. “We knew there was a climate crisis …. 
We knew, because everything we read and watched screamed out to us 
that something was very wrong.”

Greta Thunberg addressing youth 
march


