
CHOOSE LIFE! 
 
The recent landmark report by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
has warned that urgent, unprecedented changes are needed to keep global warming to a 
maximum of 1.5 degrees C; even half a degree beyond this would significantly worsen the 
risks of drought, floods, extreme heat and poverty for hundreds of millions of people. 
 
As our liturgy consistently declares, the whole of creation is interconnected and 
interdependent; thus, the diminishment of one aspect of creation means the diminishment 
of all. “We have to realize that a true ecological approach always becomes a social 
approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on the environment, so as to hear 
both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” Pope Francis [Laudato Si’] 
 
As the editor of the LINK magazine, I’m not usually this prescient or in tune with the 
Zeitgeist. But I was struck that the IPCC report was published barely a week after the current 
LINK came out. For those of you who haven’t read your copy yet, it includes a review by Fr 
William McFadden of ‘Laudato Si’: Care of our Common Home’ by Pope Francis and an 
article by me on ‘Earthgazing’ about our sacred planet. I promise you, there was no 
collusion; however, co-incidences like this always feel to me like invitations from God. 
 
“All Christian communities have an important role to play in ecological education.” Pope 
Francis, ibid. How would we, as Christian communities in Galloway and people of faith, like 
to respond? 
 
 

 
 
Former President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, wrote in The Guardian recently that, “[The 
IPCC] report is extraordinarily important because it’s telling us that 2 degrees is not safe. It’s 
beyond safe. Therefore we have to work much, much harder to stay at 1.5 degrees. I’ve seen 
what 1 degree is doing in more vulnerable countries ….. villages are having to move, there’s 
slippage, there’s sea-water incursion.” (The Guardian, Friday, 12 October, 2018)   
 
Remarkably, though, she was very positive and hopeful about the possibility that 
humankind could and would collaborate, and she quoted many local community and, 
specifically women’s, groups doing valuable work:  
 



“I don’t think as a human race that we can be so stupid that we can’t face an existential 
threat together and find a common humanity and solidarity to respond to it. Because we do 
have the capacity and the means to do it …. If we have the political will.”  
 
It seems to me that we face a choice: are we willing to adjust our lifestyles in order to 
reduce our environmental impact, or not? According to Pope Francis, it will involve 
sacrificial choices for those of us living in the wealthy West. Deuteronomy puts the choice as 
starkly as this: “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so 
that you and your children may live.” (Deut 30:19) 
 
Whether or not we have grandchildren, great-nieces or great-nephews, common humanity 
surely gives us a stake in the future of our planet. “We need to have empathy now with 
those who are suffering …. because that’s where we’ll all be very shortly if we don’t change 
course.” Mary Robinson, ibid. 
 
How might we start a dialogue about the link between environmental issues and our 
Christian faith: what practical action we can take both in the church and in the home to 
reduce our environmental impact and how we might influence attitudes and take action in 
the local and global community on issues like climate change? It would be encouraging to 
find out what people are already doing and exchange ideas about what more can be done.  
 
These are my thoughts to begin with …… 
As a congregation we could register with Eco-congregations and learn how we can take 
further personal and community action to reduce our environmental impact, 
www.ecocongregationscotland.org.  Also encourage our sister churches and the Churches 
Together to join or reinvigorate their membership. 
 
Inform ourselves through documentaries, such as: 
‘Fashion’s Dirty Secrets’ by Stacey Dooley. Look at how and where we buy our clothes, and 
dispose of them. See: www.ethicalconsumer.org for a different way of clothes shopping. 
‘Drowning in Plastic’ about the crisis of pollution in the world’s oceans, also see 
www.bbc.com/plasticsinaction for information about actions to take. 
 
Use the prayer tree to write our pledges as to what action we will take and changes we will 
make to reduce our environmental impact and influence attitudes and behaviours on 
climate change. 
 
“Feeling a complete inability to do anything – ‘This is too big for me, I give up’ – that’s no use 
to anybody. [With] despair all the energy goes out of the room.” Mary Robinson, ibid.  
 
“Ecology and spirituality are fundamentally connected because deep ecological awareness, 
ultimately, is spiritual awareness.” Fritjo Capra 
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